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 EDUCATION NIGHT!
Featuring Democratic SCHOOL BOARD Candidates & Members
    Wednesday, August 6th at 6:30 pm – Piccadilly Cafeteria (34 St N)

The Pinellas School District is the 23rd largest in the country and 7th-largest in Florida.  The challenges facing the District range from executing the new “School Choice” plan to selecting a new Superintendent. To quote Club President Jim Donelon:  “The time has come to place greater emphasis on these very important School Board positions. Every child, regardless of race, gender or economic status, deserves the best quality education we can deliver.”

On Wednesday, August 6th at Piccadilly Cafeteria (34 St N & 22nd Ave N), the St. Petersburg Democratic Club will present a special “Education Night” program.  Social time begins at 6:30.  The meeting starts at 7 pm sharp!  
Guest Speakers will be the four Democrats running for Pinellas School Board – At-Large, District 1 incumbent JANET CLARK and challenger GRANT SMITH plus NINA HAYDEN and MINNIE MOSS (At-Large, District 2) – plus independent STEVEN ISBITTS.  The program also features current School Board members LINDA LERNER and MARY BROWN.   Here’s a capsule look at each candidate:
Janet Clark (District 1) – During her first School Board term, this former teacher earned high marks for her innovative ideas, commitment to public education and her pro-active view of a teacher’s role. The Pinellas Classroom Teachers Assn. endorsed her, saying: “she’s been very faithful to our issues”.   
Grant Smith (District 1) – The chief executive of a statistical consulting and research firm, Smith’s main focus is on raising achievement levels by improving teaching methods and increasing accountability among parents and students. 

Nina Hayden (District 2) – An attorney who’s earned widespread respect as a Public Defender, Nina will bring a fresh perspective to our Public Schools by using her knowledge and energy to improve Pinellas’ poor graduation rates.
Minetha “Minnie” Moss (District 2) – A local business owner and mother of three Pinellas school-age children, Minnie has worked actively with parents, church groups and the community to create a positive educational environment.
Steven Isbitts (District 4) – A former reporter for the Tampa Tribune, Steve’s inside perspective of the system’s waste and misplaced priorities led to a burning desire to serve Pinellas students and taxpayers as a School Board member.
 
In addition to the “non-partisan” School Board seats that are being contested in the August 26th Primary, many of you will also be voting to determine the Democratic nominees in the federal, state and local races highlighted below.  As you can see, we have an outstanding slate of Democratic candidates.  Please give them all the help and support they need to win now and in November!

10TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

 – Winner faces 19-term incumbent CW Bill Young 

Samm Simpson – Endorsed by the St. Petersburg Democrats, Inc. PAC, Samm established herself as the “voice of the people” during her inspirational 2006 Congressional campaign.  Today, her visionary leadership, persuasive eloquence – “we must uphold the Constitution to protect and defend liberty” – and her passionate presentation of issues that affect our lives seem more and more to be mirroring the concerns of the majority of voters, based on national polling data. 
Max Linn – A highly-successful Certified Financial Planner, Max has always had an interest in public service.  He founded “Florida Citizens for Term Limits”, and also spearheaded a grassroots movement called “Ideas Florida” to encourage local citizens to participate in politics.  His signature issues in trying to change the direction of the country are Healthcare, which he trumpets as a “Right, Not a Privilege” … and the Economy, where he favors “Fair Trade, Not Free Trade”.           
Bob Hackworth – Popular mayor of delightful small-town Dunedin, Bob is a former Republican who now claims to embrace the values of the Democratic Party.  His goal is to be a “citizen legislator,” not a professional politician.  Some questions are arising about Hackworth’s eagerness to echo Barack Obama’s positions on virtually every issue, since CD-10 Democrats preferred Hillary over Obama by a substantial margin in the January 29th Presidential Primary.   

FLORIDA HOUSE DISTRICT 55 – Darryl Rouson (D) is the incumbent.
Darryl Rouson – Long-time President of the NAACP’s St. Petersburg Branch and Senior Partner in the law firm of Rouson & Associates, Darryl has leveraged his charismatic leadership and prodigious negotiating skills to achieve notable benefits for the African-American community he represented.  Now he’s using these impressive talents to advance the cause of all Democrats in Tallahassee.      
Rev. Charles McKenzie, Jr  – Endorsed by the West Central Florida Federation of Labor, the Pinellas Classroom Teachers Assn., three former Sarasota Mayors, Pinellas Progressive Democrats and the St. Petersburg Democrats, Inc. PAC during his initial run for this seat this spring, Charles is hoping that the valuable name recognition he gained then will propel him to victory on August 26.  
COUNTY COMMISSION – AT-LARGE, DISTRICT 3

– Opponent is former School Board member Nancy Bostock (R)
Rene’ Flowers – After serving 9 years on The St. Petersburg City Commission where she successfully fought for issues like Affordable Housing, Rene’ aims to move up to the Pinellas County Commission.  Recently endorsed by a quartet of respected African-American community leaders, her greatest attribute is her “proven aptitude for bringing people together”.  Her hope is to shift the focus of the County Commission in favor of the people rather than the “special interests”. 
Darden Rice – Her vision, leadership abilities and consumer orientation have been very evident as Vice-President of the St. Pete Area League of Women Voters and as Vice-President of St. Petersburg’s extremely influential Council of Neighborhood Associations.  A deeply-committed Environmental Conservationist,  Darden has been endorsed by the West Central Florida Federation of Labor as well as State Representatives Rick Kriseman, Janet Long and Darryl Rouson.       
SHERIFF -- Jim Coats (R) slashed uniformed deputies and neighborhood services from the budget while retaining numerous “double-dipping” employees.

Randall Jones – Recipient of the 2007 Sheriff Distinguished Service Award, Deputy Sheriff Randall Jones is committed to making Pinellas County a safer place to live, to raise children and to enjoy our retirement years.  As Sheriff, he pledges to get tough on youth crime and expand community crime prevention programs in order to prevent identity theft, internet fraud and phone scams.  Randall has been endorsed by the St. Petersburg Democrats, Inc. PAC.      
John Pikramenos – A 30-year law enforcement professional, Sgt. John Pikramenos currently supervises a street-level anti-crime unit known as the S.T.A.R. Team.  His experience also includes work on a federal racketeering task force and supervisory assignments in seven areas ranging from robbery to intelligence and internal affairs.  Among the three local Fraternal Order of Police Lodges that are endorsing his candidacy is the Sheriff’s Office FOP Lodge #43. 

 “The core of our American democracy is the right to vote.  Implicit in that right is the notion that that vote be private, that vote be secure, and that vote be counted as it was intended when it was cast by the voter.”


-- Kevin Shelley, former California Secretary of State
When Florida voters go to the Polls on August 26, the Touch-Screen machines we voted on since 2002 won’t be in use any more.  Instead, we’ll be marking our selections on a Voter-Verifiable Paper Ballot, which will then be read and tabulated by an Optical Scan voting machine.

This new technology will eliminate such questionable Election results as the 18,000 “missing” votes in the 13th Congressional District in 2006 that cost Democrat Christine Jennings a seat in the U.S. House of Representatives.

Now there will be a clear, tangible record of each vote that is cast.  This system enables voters to verify that the ballot they cast correctly reflects their intentions.  Once they’ve voted, their anonymity is protected.  So is the privacy and security of their vote.  These safeguards will hopefully ensure that every vote is counted, and counted correctly – the goal Florida Democrats have been fighting for since the 2000 Election debacle!

“Voting By Mail” FAILS each of these tests.  It is not anonymous – your envelope will be opened, your signature examined and your vote scrutinized by the Supervisor of Elections Office.  (The Supervisor, by the way, is a Republican)!

If the Elections Office decides the signature on your ballot doesn’t match, your vote will be tossed and voided. Volunteers who submitted Petitions to get Democrats on the ballot saw many signatures they had gathered DISQUALIFIED because of the perception the signatures “did not match”.  Moreover, “Voting By Mail” is not secure – there are documented cases of the Supervisor of Elections Office “misplacing” boxes of mailed-in ballots until after an election was certified.

“Voting By Mail” offers no guarantee that your vote will be counted as you intended, whereas the Voter-Verifiable Paper Ballot passes each test with flying colors.  As a voter, the choice is yours:  you can roll the dice and “Vote By Mail” in the hope it will be counted.  Or you can go to your officially designated Polling site on Election Day (or Primary Day, August 26) and cast your ballot for the candidates you select.  If voting on Election Day presents a problem, there are also a number of Early Voting sites across the county you can use.      
Many people fought and many sacrificed to ensure that every qualified citizen has the right to vote.  Don’t cavalierly discard it with a “Vote By Mail”! 


  
D.E.C. GALA - "NOT MY CUP OF TEA"
 
 First, I want to salute D.E.C. Chair Molinaro, Treasurer Hanisee (both members of our Club) and Finance Chair Drake for putting on and pulling off a top notch affair.  I also want to extend a GREAT BIG THANK YOU to our Club Treasurer, Jim O'Gara for handling the requests and money for tickets.  It took a big job off my shoulders and I deeply appreciate Jim stepping up.
 
1.  WHO WAS THAT GUY IN THE WHITE DINNER JACKET THAT LOOKED LIKE A SURVIVOR FROM THE TITANIC???
 
We had, among our Club’s three tables, the most diverse and prominent guests attending - if you don't count the bigwig windbags.
 
2.   WHO WAS THAT BEAUTIFUL REPUBLICAN WOMAN SITTING NEXT TO ONE OF OUR NEWEST MEMBERS???
 
Among them were countywide candidates Randall Jones running for Sheriff, Rene' Flowers running for the County Commission and Janet Clark running for re-election to the School Board.  Rounding out the list of candidates were George Gonzalez running for District 54 - State House and Norm Roche running for the County Commission – District 5.  In addition, thanks to some of our generous members, we’re hosts to several Obama fellows working in Pinellas.
 
3.   WHO WAS THE GUY IN THE BEARD, CELEBRATING HIS BIRTHDAY, SITTING NEXT TO ONE OF OUR HARDEST WORKING MEMBERS???
 
When Chair Molinaro first approached me about the St. Pete Dem's being a host for the Gala, I told her that these type of affairs were "not my cup of tea" but we would support the effort to raise funds for the November campaign for our candidates and that I would even attend if required.
 
4.   WHO WERE THE TWO GUYS IN TUX'S AND WHITE FLOWERS IN THEIR LAPELS WHO LOOKED LIKE THEY JUST STOPPED BY AFTER A WEDDING???
 
The sacrifices I make on your behalf as Club President go on and on.  The meal of filet mignon and the great company made the ordeal a little less so.
 
BRING THE ANSWERS TO THE 4 ABOVE QUESTIONS TO OUR NEXT MEETING ON AUGUST 6TH,  AND RECEIVE A $50.00 BILL.


Two Democrats provide a “reason why” voters should support their Congressional District 10 candidate in the upcoming August 26 Primary:

WHY I SUPPORT SAMM SIMPSON FOR CONGRESS 

-- Contributed by Mark Harris 


Over many years, we have experienced a disturbing accretion of power to the Executive Branch.  In the current administration, radical theories on the “inherent powers” of the executive branch have been put forth, and a supine Congress has allowed a dramatic distortion of the intended balance of powers, including signing statements that unconstitutionally invalidate laws passed by Congress, war powers, and a virtual immunity from impeachment.

The Constitution describes the powers of Congress in Article I.  The Constitution thus begins with Congress, not the Presidency.  I believe this speaks to intent.  I have spoken to Samm Simpson at some length about the urgency of restoring the legitimate function of the “People's House”.  The ability of the people to affect their government’s actions depends on a strong Congress.  I believe Samm will work tirelessly towards this end.

Congressman C.W. 'Bill’ Young is fast approaching a half century in his seat in the Congress.  I look forward to new representation for the citizens of District 10.

WHY I SUPPORT MAX LINN 

-- Contributed by Susan Englar 


If I were threatened in a dark alley, there is no one I would rather have in my corner than Max Linn.  Max cannot be intimidated.  He thrives on competition – whether in sports, business or politics.  He’s not afraid to go head to head with anyone to fight for something - or someone - he believes in.  In my opinion, our country is in a dark alley right now and needs the strongest defenders it can get.  Obama cannot do it alone.  Congress makes the laws that can save our economy, stimulate energy solutions, get us universal healthcare and stop funding the war.  

Max Linn is the candidate who represents fiscal responsibility and leadership. His strength is in bringing people together to achieve a common goal – a “must” to be effective in Congress.  A highly respected financial planner, Max built a successful investment company from nothing with employees who excelled in client service (excellent experience for a Congressman with constituents).  He grew up in Pinellas County and cares deeply about it.  I trust him to protect our beaches and our way of life.  And he is the only candidate who can beat Bill Young!
Note:   Although the Bob Hackworth campaign was also contacted, they declined to provide a contribution to this article.


The St. Petersburg Democratic Club is very gratified that County Chair TONI MOLINARO, in recognition of the Club’s remarkable growth, impressive influence, and awesome work ethic on behalf of all Democrats, so effectively supported the Club’s re-certification by the FDP.  On Monday, August 6, Toni will officially present a State Democratic Party Charter to the St. Petersburg Democratic Club.  Thank you, Toni, for your efforts on our behalf.

We’re also proud to welcome these new members into the St. Petersburg Democratic Club:   JANET CLARK, Pinellas School Board member who is running for re-election countywide … JIM DOBYNS, political consultant and vote-by-mail expert … RENE’ FLOWERS, County Commission At-Large candidate and former St. Petersburg City Councilwoman … ALEX HAAK, former Mayor of Dover Township, NJ … MARK HANISEE, Treasurer of the Pinellas DEC (and one of the Gala’s architects) ... LINDA LERNER, one of the School Board’s leading members … physician PHIL LERNER … ANN McDOWELL, District 48 Chair, political activist and Obama campaign leader … RICHARD PIPER, venerable Professor of Government at the University of Tampa, author and recipient of numerous awards …LEBIEN (LEB) PRESBY, prominent Obama supporter … and MARGARET (PEGGY) TAYLOR, daughter of co-founder and long-time Club member Edna McCall.  

Y’all are the reason why we’re the fastest-growing Democratic Club on Florida’s west coast!





WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS 





     		 St. Petersburg Democratic Club


		   “LABOR SUNDAY”  PICNIC 


	        Sunday, August 31   2 pm – 6 pm


		     At  Jack Killingsworth “Estate”


		  10380  131 St. N,  Largo  33774


  *** Plenty of Food, Plenty of Fun for Everyone ***  


      TICKET PRICE -- $10  ($15 Day-of-Picnic)


         *** Continuous Entertainment for Adults & Children! ***


Marinated Flank Steak…Baked Beans…Corn on the Cob…Watermelon 


  Vegetarian Meal Available … CASH BAR … Children up to 36” Free








   “SPIN CITY”  --  Supporters of Each CD-10 Candidate Speak








      VIEW FROM THE GAVEL --- JIM DONELON, President 








 AUGUST 2008 Issue .... Written & Edited by HAL ALTERMAN 





PRIMARY DAY is Tuesday, August 26 …


 		     EARLY VOTING Begins 8/11  





         VOTER-VERIFIABLE PAPER BALLOTS  








