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United We Stand!

In the prescient words of Abraham Lincoln, “a house divided against itself cannot stand.”  The Florida Democratic Party, we are happy to report, now accepts that proposition.  They agreed to transcend past differences.  And they validated the vision of Club co-founders Ken Steinke and Edna McCall by granting official approval to the St. Petersburg Democratic Club as a state-chartered organization.

The St. Petersburg Democratic Club has been a proud bastion of progressive values and ideals through the years.  It has, and continues to symbolize, Diversity of Thought and Diversity of Opinion, Diversity of Race and Diversity of Religion.  By restoring our Club’s Charter, the Florida Democratic Party affirms the fiercely-held values and ideals we represent.  Kudos to Pinellas DEC Chair Toni Molinaro and Club President Jim Donelon for their foresight and skill in unifying us all before the Fall Campaign begins.
	FLORIDA’S VOTES WERE COUNTED … NONE WERE “STOLEN”


“Voters violated no rule; they committed no crime … they do not deserve punishment.  They deserve to be heard.”

--- U.S. Senator Bill Nelson

Those eloquent words by U.S. Senator Bill Nelson at the DNC’s May 31 meeting of the Rules & Bylaws Committee presented a compelling moral and ethical case for the votes cast in Florida’s January 29th Presidential Preference Primary to be officially counted, and the delegates selected to be officially awarded.
State Senator Arthenia Joyner and U.S. Rep. Robert Wexler followed Sen. Nelson and reinforced the position he stated with powerful and passionate words of their own.  To quote Sen. Joyner:  “They (FL Democrats) voted in record numbers with the belief that reason would prevail.”  Reason did prevail, by the Committee’s unanimous 27-0 vote.  
That verdict was no surprise, given the strongly reasoned and brilliantly-presented legal case outlined by DNC member Jon Ausman:  that Florida deserved to forfeit only 50% of its delegate votes based on DNC Rules, rather than the 100% penalty originally inflicted.
Why was the position articulated by Ausman, Nelson, Joyner and Wexler so successful, while the argument put forth last August by State Chair Karen Thurman was not?  Timing is certainly is one reason.  The draconian penalty given to Florida and Michigan for moving their states up in the Primary calendar certainly deterred any other state from doing it.  But equally significant, in my view, is the focus of the two sets of presentations.

Jon Ausman’s position – a position each of the succeeding Florida speakers essentially echoed – was that a violation of the Rules did occur.  Therefore, the 50% delegate sanction provided for in the Rules was the penalty that should have been assessed.  That’s what the Republicans did to their state Party in Florida without any significant outcry!
Why couldn’t the Democrats have had a similar outcome last August?  Because instead of emphasizing a fact Sen. Nelson and Rep. Wexler each made with great power and persuasiveness --  the fact that the bill that advanced the Primary date to Jan. 29th also contained a provision ensuring “Voter Verifiable Paper Ballots” in Florida, a legislative right Democrats have been valiantly trying to secure for voters since the 2000 election!
Contrast the powerful and persuasive presentation of Florida’s “Fab Four” with the weak and ineffectual child-like defense that Florida Democratic Party Chair Karen Thurman offered last fall: “the mean Republican Legislature made us do it, wah, wah, wah!”  Because the Democratic National Committee did not buy her plea, Florida Democrats had to suffer a flawed Primary and 5-month dysfunctional aftermath.  Thanks Karen!  

	VIEW FROM THE GAVEL.....JIM DONELON, President


Senator Hillary Clinton - Fierce in Battle, Gracious in Defeat
 
After being a witness to the most exciting battle for the Democratic nomination for President in my over 50 years of intense political activity, that is the best description I can use for Hillary.
 
Her unrelenting campaign forced Senator Obama to face questions and stake out positions that past nominees have skated past.  The plain and simple fact is that the Obama campaign was better organized and had a more forward looking vision for the future.
 
When it came time to pull the plug on her campaign, Senator Clinton demonstrated her loyalty to the party and to the millions who supported her by making it clear that she would be supporting Senator Obama.
 
While her support is vital to a November victory, her supporters will not - and should not - fall in lockstep behind Obama.  He will have to earn their vote and support as well he should.
 
 I am confident that over the next few months leading up to the convention in late August he will do just that.  
 
	PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION CAN CREATE DISPROPORTIONATE RESULTS


We all understand that electing Barack Obama President is our highest priority.  And, in the words of Hillary Clinton, “we have to work together for what still can be.”  However, before the memories of this hard-fought Primary campaign fade, let’s take another look back to reflect on some of the lessons this campaign may have taught us. 

One of the most important is the difference between Winner-Take-All and Proportional Representation voting systems.  A Winner-Take-All Primary operates the same way as our national elections do – if you win a state you WIN all of its delegate or electoral votes.  The runner-up gets nothing.

Although Proportional Representation seems fairer – each candidate receives the percentage of delegates matching their popular vote in that state – the result may lead to where the weaker of two outstanding candidates is the one with the most delegate votes.
That’s what some believe happened in the race for the Democratic Presidential nomination this year.  Hillary Clinton WON the states that Democrats traditionally win – such as California, New York, New Jersey, Massachusetts, Pennsylvania and Michigan, plus the biggest battleground states in the country (Florida & Ohio) and a number of key swing states that have vaulted Democrats to victory before (TN, IN, AR and WV).

Although Obama finished 2nd in each of these states, he gained enough delegate votes in them because of Proportional Representation to secure the Presidential nomination.  What would have happened if Democrats used a Winner-Take-All system, like Republicans do, to determine our Nominee?  Interestingly, Hillary Clinton would have won in a landslide!

In conducting this exercise, I used the electoral map and awarded the requisite number of votes to the candidate who won the Presidential Primary or Caucus in that state.  Using this procedure, Hillary Clinton would have won the delegate equivalent of 311 electoral votes, while Barack Obama would win only 227.  What’s the purpose of this exercise now that we stand united behind Barack Obama as out Party’s Presidential nominee?  

Democrats need our strongest candidates to be on the ticket this fall.  Based on the results of the Primaries, HILLARY CLINTON should be our Party’s Vice-Presidential nominee!     
	 “WIN AND THEY WILL COME”  -- A Pro-Waterfront Stadium View


Contributed by Frank Lupo
Rather than "build it and they will come," I believe in "win and they will come".  While I prefer watching Rays games at Tropicana Field because of its ample parking, comfortable air-conditioning and closeness to my home, I admit razing the Gas Plant District to build it was not an economic boon for the surrounding community or its residents.  I believe this is because fans drive to the game, spend their money at the game, and drive home.

 

If a new park is built downtown, it will be close to the bay's water activities, parks, restaurants, theaters, and cultural centers, which will keep game visitors in the area before or after the game spending their money.  That will help the downtown economy.  Also, the dense population downtown, which is getting denser with all the new condo construction, will be a source of new fans who can walk to the park.  

 

Another clear benefit is the revitalization of the old Gas Plant District with new housing, shops, office space, jobs, and parks for the community to enjoy.  I believe those families displaced by the destruction of the viable, vibrant Gas Plant community should have first option to move into the new housing of the re-developed site, if it is approved.

 

As a Rays season ticket holder, my personal creature comforts should lead me to be against the new downtown ballpark. But, I've risen above my narrow, personal self- interest, and have come to the conclusion that the proposed Waterfront Stadium would be beneficial for St. Petersburg's continued growth and development, as well as to the residents of the surrounding community at the present Tropicana Field site.
 

	“IT’S TOO DARN HOT”!    ---  An Anti-Waterfront Stadium View


Contributed by Adrien Helm
Regarding the representations being made about the proposed Waterfront Stadium, let’s remember that the promised development around the Dome did not emerge.  Look at the vacant lots that stretch east toward our precious waterfront.  I agree with those who believe this initiative by the Rays reflects their desire to justify leaving town.
I'm told Miami has a stadium with a similar wind sail.  Reportedly, it is unbearable in our Florida heat.  This spring, folks had to leave the last game played at Al Lang Field because of the heat.  August in Florida in a non- air-conditioned venue?  You think attendance looks bad now?  Citizens of St. Petersburg have already learned tax incentives serve to rob public funds while profiting profit-making corporations.  We should have learned our lesson by now.  Our waterfront, and our pocket-books, must be protected!
	  The Pinellas County Democratic Party invites you to join us at the

 VICTORY ‘08 JEFFERSON-JACKSON DAY GALA
                          July 12 -- 6 pm – Hilton Carillon


Circle Saturday, July 12th, 2008 on your calendar.  That’s when the Pinellas County Democratic Party will host its Victory 2008 Jefferson-Jackson Day Gala, honoring Democratic Party officeholders U.S. Sen. Bill Nelson, Congresswoman Kathy Castor, Florida CFO Alex Sink and Florida Democratic Party Chair Karen Thurman.
The site is the Hilton Carillon at 950 Lake Carillon Drive, St. Petersburg, FL 33716.  The Reception is at 6 pm and Dinner is at 7 pm.  The St. Petersburg Democratic Club is one of the sponsors of this event.
The ticket price is $150 apiece.  However, since the St. Petersburg Democratic Club is one of the sponsors of this prestigious event, we are privileged to offer our members (and their guests) the opportunity to purchase tickets at the special price of $50 per person.  However, only two tables (a total of 20 people) are eligible to attend at that price.

If you’re interested, please contact a St. Petersburg Democratic Club Board member to place your reservation.  Checks must be made out to “St. Petersburg Democratic Club/Gala” and received by Treasurer Jim O’Gara before July 2.  The mailing address is:  James O’Gara, PO Box 1286, Indian Rocks Beach, FL 33785.  We hope you’ll be able to join us at this very special Victory Gala.
   

There were some marvelous stories imparted when more than 40 friends, family members and fellow Democrats gathered at Grattzi’s Restaurant in Baywalk on Saturday, June 14, to honor Edna McCall, the St. Petersburg Democratic Club’s beloved co-founder.
A beautiful table plaque was presented to Edna by Carol Steinke.  Among the golden memories that were shared was the story of how Edna surmounted innumerable hurdles to create a truly magical one-on-one meeting between the St. Petersburg Democratic Club’s oldest member, a 100 year-old lady, and President Bill Clinton in Tampa.
Many of the notable dignitaries who were unable to attend sent letters that were read at the Party.  Our President, Jim Donelon, was particularly moved by the 15-plus members of Edna’s family who took part in this richly rewarding remembrance.  In Jim’s words, “…some of them got the tears going with their very visible love and affection for Edna.  Politics aside, that’s what counts in the end.”

Many thanks to Karen Hodgen and Carol Steinke for making this event so unforgettable!


Accentuating our growing reputation as West-Central Florida’s most dynamic political organization, the St. Petersburg Democratic Club proudly welcomes these new members:  Jay Alexander, Elaine Granata, Arthur Hebert, Jan Macumber, Kathleen Marsh, Ann McDowell, George O’Nieal, Jean Toth, Paula & Don Walker and Joyce Wylie

Victory is not an easy thing for Democrats to achieve here in Florida, as previous campaigns have taught us,.  But with a rapidly-expanding, committed corps of willing volunteers, like the ones we have in this Club, that goal is becoming more and more attainable every day.  We look forward to having you join us on the front lines of this historic fight!     
   
Next Meeting is July 2  (first Wednesday of the month) at Piccadilly Cafeteria, 34th St N & 22nd Ave. N, St. Petersburg .  Social time begins at 6:30.   The meeting starts at 7 pm sharp!

Our Guest Speaker is CARL ZIMMERMANN, Democratic candidate in Florida HD #48.
A charismatic, clear-thinking, award-winning Countryside High School journalism teacher and small business owner, Carl received 48 % of the vote when he ran as a political unknown and Democrat in this heavily-Republican North Pinellas District.
Now, based on the positive name recognition he gained in that campaign, as well as the negative reaction his opponent is receiving for blindly following the Republican Party line in Tallahassee, Carl Zimmermann has a real chance to reverse that 1500-vote gap and turn another Pinellas House District blue!
His candidacy is attracting support from well-connected political realists as well as notable progressive activists.  Join us at our Wed, July 2nd meeting and you’ll learn why.
       UPCOMING MEETING:   WEDNESDAY, JULY 2nd  


              Piccadilly Cafeteria – beginning at 6:30 pm


 Guest Speaker – Florida House Candidate CARL ZIMMERMANN
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MEMORABLE REMEMBRANCE HONORING EDNA McCALL





WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS 








