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DECISIVE SWEEP FOR PROGRESSIVES 
Tuesday, March 10 was a banner day for St Petersburg Democratic Club members and progressive activists such as Frank Lupo, Mike Fox, Steve Lapiniski, Ed Helm and our very own Club President, Jack Killingsworth. 

The underdog challengers they supported – Sam Henderson in Gulfport, Jack Nazario in Belleair Bluffs and Patricia Plantamura in Seminole – were each victorious in their Municipal races, two of them in heavily-Republican districts, unseating better-known incumbents in the process.
The dramatic difference between this decisive sweep and the series of disheartening defeats suffered in 2008 by virtually all local and federal Pinellas candidates signifies the election-winning expertise Progressives like Lupo, Fox, Lapinski, Helm and Killingsworth are demonstrating.
Here’s SPDC Club member Bill Bucolo’s view of this accomplishment: 
“Hard-won experience, practice and study during dozens of elections over the past few years have sharpened skills and strengthened working roles among progressives ... using the absentee ballots, knowing voters and precincts, monitoring tabulation process on election night, we now have a good idea of how things work in local elections and how they can be won.” 

It’ll be interesting to see whether the Pinellas DEC takes note of their emergent prowess, and gives these knowledgeable progressives more prominent roles in the upcoming election cycle.

Or will it just be business as usual, with the same old familiar faces making the same sort of flawed campaign decisions that too often leave local Democrats on the losing side?  In Bob Dylan’s words: “You don’t have to be a Weatherman to know which way the wind is blowing!”   


“I was only one member of a winning team that elected Jack Nazario to the Belleair Bluffs City Commission.  Another important, hard-working member of the team was our new Club President, Jack Killingsworth.”


“One of the reasons we won in Republican territory is we had the right strategy, including beating Republicans at their own game – namely, the absentee vote.”


“We did three mailings to absentees and also did a phone pull to them.  Jack Nazario won the absentee vote, and ended the race in a virtual tie for two seats with a well-known woman who owns a very popular restaurant in the community. The eight year incumbent came in a distant 3rd.” 

 
“Besides helping Jack Nazario win, the most important thing I did in our County's municipal elections was to contribute to ALL the Democratic candidates (Nazario, Henderson & Plantamura).”


“We Democrats don't have to give a lot of money, so long as a lot of us give.  Obama taught us the power of numbers.  He raised $750 million with the average individual contribution being only $80.”
 
“Working together this summer and fall, we can elect Democrats to the St. Petersburg City Council and to the Mayor's office if we remember that politics is not a spectator sport -- you have to be in it to win it!”

                                    
It’s “job-killing poison for the economy.”

It’s a “one-way ticket to a recession.”

“This is the Democrat machine’s recession, and each one of them will be held personally accountable.”

If you guessed that a Republican said these things about a sitting Democratic President’s economic plan, you would be correct.  If you guessed the Republicans said these things about President Obama, you would be wrong.

These Republican quotations criticized the 1993 Deficit Reduction Act which passed with no Republican votes (surprise!) under President Bill Clinton
The Republicans were wrong in 1993 when they failed to support a sitting President’s economic plan.  Maybe that is why they are now so afraid that President Obama’s economic plan will be successful.

-- St Petersburg Times, March 6, 2009


This year’s St Petersburg City Elections are well on their way to becoming a defining political event.  The outcome of these elections will shape the future not only of St Petersburg, but also of Pinellas County and perhaps even the State of Florida.
We do not need another Mayor who will be cheerleading for the Repugblican party (my creative spelling).  This is not an election to be merely a spectator.  This is an election that will require your hard work, your sweat and, if you can afford it, your financial support as well.
I urge you to pick your favorite Democrat for Mayor or for City Council (or both), then dedicate your best efforts to getting him or her elected.
If your favorite Democrat fails to make the General Election ballot, then pick a new hopeful for City Council and Mayor.  Make a choice and help make a difference for a better, more democratic, and more socially- responsible community.

At each monthly meeting through October, Jay Lasita, a member of our club and a former St Petersburg City Council member, will be giving us an update on what's happening in the St Petersburg Election.  Jay brings us a unique insider’s insight into St Petersburg politics, and we are very fortunate that he is willing to share it with our club.

In American pop culture, the longball-hitting legacy of former home run king Henry Aaron made his #44 uniform number synonymous with excellence and achievement.  The extraordinary post-season exploits of another slugger who wore #44, former Yankee Hall-of-Famer Reggie Jackson, added even more brilliance to the number.  
Now we’ve got another #44 who’s proving that he can hit it out of the ballpark as good as any of the all-time greats.  Whether it’s a primetime television Press Conference (and how many of these have we seen in the past 44 years?) … Town Hall Meetings responding to questions from everyday citizens … or bantering with late-night host Jay Leno while explaining the Economic Stimulus Package to America … President Obama continues to demonstrate unparalleled eloquence and power!


There are three things we know with certainty about “Voting By Mail”:
· It Increases Turnout – We saw this dramatically demonstrated in the Municipal Elections that took place earlier this month in Pinellas.  In Dunedin, more “Vote By Mail” ballots were cast five days before Election Day according to a report in the St Petersburg Times (4,091), than were cast either by mail or in person during last year’s Dunedin elections (4,010).  Similar results occurred in other municipalities.  This upward spike can be attributed to the strong commitment of the Supervisor of Elections to this process plus the increasing focus that Democratic Party leadership is placing on it (Republicans have long favored this approach). “Voting By Mail” enables seniors, disabled voters and low-income individuals to participate with greater ease in the process.  However, there is one note of caution – “Vote By Mail” ballots will be discarded and not counted by the Supervisor’s Office if the voter’s signature does not match, or if the ballot is not filled out in conformity with the stated rules.

· It Favors Incumbents – “Voting By Mail” shortens the election cycle and therefore favors the candidate with the highest name recognition.  Most typically, that is the incumbent.  Since Republicans dominate elective offices in Florida by a wide margin … the same is true here in Pinellas County … it’s not difficult to see which Party benefits the most from “Voting By Mail.”  I imagine Supervisor of Elections Deborah Clark came to the same conclusion when she studied the numbers.

· Voters Act With Limited Information – We know this intuitively.  Now, the comments of Dunedin City Clerk Janie Guegan corroborate this premise.  Here is what she recently told a St. Petersburg Times reporter:  “It’s changed the whole way a campaign is going to have to be done in the future.  Voters started voting as soon as they got their ballots, before two of the public candidate forums were held, before candidates had a chance to knock on their doors on the campaign trail.”   Pinellas Democrats need to plan accordingly!

“I think anyone agrees that a thorough and early outreach to those who receive an Absentee Ballot is an essential element for election victory.  ‘Voting By Mail’ advantages well-funded candidates (Incumbents and Republicans).  A candidate with a lot of grassroots support but little cash 15 days after the general election (when ABs are sent out) has already lost the opportunity to reach over half of the voters before they vote.  The last 45 days of a grassroots campaign become a contest for less than 1/2 the vote.”  

 
“To me the question is:  do we as Pinellas Democrats help Deborah Clark, the Supervisor of Elections, expand a system of voting, ‘Vote By Mail’, where Republicans traditionally have a major advantage.  My answer is NO!”

“There are many reasons for the traditional advantage, mostly related to having a better organized household.  All are created equal, but do not remain equal for very long.  We can encourage Early Voting, but Ms. Clark is stubbornly (for several reasons) against it and she is determined to support only the minimum required Early Voting sites with Early Voting hours inconvenient for working people.  Absentee ballot fraud is the method of choice for those inclined to commit organized election fraud.”

 
“The St Petersburg Democratic Club will be very active in registering new voters (in spite of a potential $1000.00 fine) but I will not spend resources recommending "Vote By Mail".  Let the SOE do that.  She will!”  
 
“The obvious and often overlooked fact regarding voting by mail that disadvantages Democratic candidates in Pinellas and throughout Florida is that the FRP spends hundreds of thousands of dollars sending mail ballot request forms to registered Republicans. The FDP spends ZERO!” 
 
“I saw one of these FRP self-mailers in 2006. It was slick, large and impressive. Waiting for the FDP to do the same is like ‘Waiting for Godot’.”

“The PCDEC needs to take ownership of eliminating this disadvantage to our County's Democratic candidates. It needs to be one of the DEC's highest priorities.” 
 
“I believe DEC members will contribute money to their organization if they know how it's going to be spent and agree with the objectives of the expenditure.” 

“Winning campaigns from President Obama on down have found that successful vote by mail efforts were critical to their campaigns.  There are no winning candidates in Florida that I am aware of that disagree with the general strategy set out by Frank Lupo.”
 
“I think that the Democratic Party should push for more early voting as well.  And, I know that there are people in our party who have expressed opposition to early voting for some of the same reasons that you raise about vote by mail.” 


“As you recall, most of the problems associated with the 2000 Florida recount had to do with ‘traditionally’ cast ballots.  So, no system is perfect.”

 “I agree that targeting persuasion messaging to independent or non-affiliated votes is equally important, but that is most successfully done by the candidates and campaigns themselves.”  
 

 
“Allow me to add my voice to this debate!  Mostly I agree with Frank Lupo.  The GOP spends an inordinate amount of money to get it's supporters to vote by mail.  They know that once they have their folks get on the Vote By Mail list, they can hoodwink them with slick mailing pieces to the disadvantage of Democratic candidates who are usually without funds to compete on this level.”

“Also, Debbie Clark's process of sending ALL vote by mail ballots out at the same time the law requires that she send them to overseas voters has the practical effect of asking voters to vote before the campaigns even have begun.”

“This law was written to insure that overseas voters (including military) have enough time to receive their ballots, vote their ballots, and return them in time to have them counted.”

“Someone living in Pinellas County does NOT need 40 days to accomplish this task.  The practical result is that most of these ballots are discarded and not voted by local residents.  If Clark sent these local resident ballots out two or three weeks prior to the election date, more participation would result.  But then, that is not Debbie Clark's goal!!!!”

 
“We may be stuck with vote by mail campaigns and have to learn to do it effectively.”

“Meanwhile, I agree it has been ineffective for Democrats, and agree with Jack Killingsworth that we are better off emphasizing Early Voting, an Election Day holiday, etc.”

 
“Add this to your thinking about the virtue of Palm Cards.  It is estimated that 12-15% of voters enter the polls not knowing how they will vote ‘down ballot’, or on all of the issues.”

“ That's why handing them a Palm Card as they go in is so effective, especially since most issues (even in this age of mail balloting) are decided by less than that percentage.”


After reading David Broder’s syndicated column in the St. Petersburg Times (3/12/09) titled "Lobbyists Torpedo First-Rate Thinker", I was moved to write a letter to the Times but thought better of it and decided to keep my thoughts on this matter between us Democrats.
 
Mr. Broder's column discussed Charles Freeman, who was slated to be Chair of the National Intelligence Council -- a high level interagency group that prepares evaluations for the President and other senior officials.  Freeman suddenly withdrew his name after incurring the wrath of the lobbies that support Israel and human rights in Tibet -- two lobbies that then-candidate Obama stated would NOT have great influence in his Administration.
 
You will have to go to the column yourself to determine if Freeman is the type of individual that should hold this position.  It cites a reference he made to a clash between Tibetan demonstrators and Chinese guards as a "race riot", and repeats a remark of his about Israeli efforts "to smother Palestinian democracy in its cradle".
 
For the record, let me state I am all in favor of the Tibetan cause in their fight against the regime in China and am a stalwart supporter of Israel.
 
Without the active involvement of the USA, neither the Tibetan question nor the Mideast mess will ever be solved.  And without high-level officials, including the President, looking at all the current arguments in these matters with an even hand, favoring no side but listening to all sides, we will continue to be mired down for years to come.  In my opinion, President Obama should be squawking very loudly about this appointment going awry

St Petersburg Democratic Club members and guests were privileged to hear Dr. Greg Silver, who serves on the Board of Directors of the 15,000-member Physicians for a National Health Program (PNHP), explain authoritatively at our Club’s March ‘09 Club meeting how payments streamlined through a single non-profit payer (“Medicare For All”) will save more than $350 million a year – enough to supply comprehensive, high-quality Health Care to all Americans!


According to Dr. Silver, the majority of physicians in this country favor a single-payer system.  So do nearly 65% of all Americans, based on recent surveys.  Of particular interest is the fact that ordinary Americans and physicians aren’t the only ones supporting Health Care Reform.  Now, small business, corporate management and labor unions are also on the same side in recognizing the significant benefits that Universal Health Care offers.

But perhaps the most eye-opening illustration of the transformative shift in opinion toward the need for congressional passage of Universal Health Care legislation is the current issue of the AARP Bulletin (March 2009).
  In this publication, the AARP states that it is targeting Health Care Reform as its “top priority this year”.  In their words:  “reining in Health Care costs and strengthening the core safety net are crucial to stabilizing the nation’s finances and establishing an upgraded and rational system of Health Care”.

With the business-friendly AARP, the progressive community and the medical community now all on the same side, it appears that a coalition is being constructed that will be able to project awesome power and influence to every segment of the population.
Although those of us who believe in Universal Health Care may think we’re holding the winning hand, there is one cautionary note.  We still have to play the hand well, and keep the pressure up, if we want meaningful Health Care Reform to occur!  


JOE ILLINGWORTH, MoveOn.org’s Pinellas County Council Coordinator, has lived in this county for three years after retiring from a long corporate career in finance and information technology.  He is currently creating a company that will develop fundraiser relationships and other membership services for non-governmental organizations (NGOs).
On Wednesday, April 1st at 7 pm, Joe will address the St Petersburg Democratic Club about the Clean Energy Corps, the advocacy group visualized by Van Jones, founder of the “Green For All” organization.  
Joe will outline how Van Jones believes that a strong movement toward a clean energy economy can solve several of the major problems facing America and the world today, including climate change, economic recovery, energy security, and lifting many people out of poverty.
Joe’s presentation will also share some of the leading ideas on how we can promote rapid growth of clean energy in Florida.  You can find more information about the Clean Energy Corps and “Green For All” on this website:  http://www.greenforall.org/what-we-do/working-with-washington/clean-energy-corps.
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   UPGRADED & RATIONAL HEALTH CARE SYSTEM 





 “The Virtue of Palm Cards”     --  Contributed by Adrien Helm


 		





  	             VIEW FROM THE GAVEL 


      --- Jack Killingsworth, President 





 OBAMA’S FIRST MISSTEP…(As Far As I’m Concerned)


             --  Contributed by Former Club President Jim Donelon


		       -- Contributed by Frank Lupo





 LETTER OF THE MONTH


Contributed by Rich Feigel - DEC Committeeman, Precinct 634





REVISITING  “VOTING BY MAIL”





 “Winning Campaigns Find Successful Vote By Mail Efforts Critical”


	        --  Contributed by Pinellas DEC Chair Ramsay McLauchlan


 		





 		“THE POWER OF NUMBERS”


		       -- Contributed by Frank Lupo








 “Voting By Mail … Needs To Be One Of The DEC’s Highest Priorities”


			     --  Contributed by Frank Lupo


 		





 “Most of These (Vote By Mail) Ballots Are Discarded And Not Voted”


	     	  --  Contributed by former Club President Jim Donelon


 		





 “Early Outreach To Those Receiving An Absentee Ballot Is Essential”


   --  Contributed by St Petersburg Democratic Club President Jack Killingsworth


 		





   “Vote By Mail … Has Been Ineffective For Democrats”  


                                    --  Contributed by Jim O’Gara


 		








                Next Meeting:   Wednesday, April 1st	  


     Piccadilly Cafeteria  –  Social Time at 6:30 pm  –  Meeting at 7 pm


Guest Speaker: MoveOn.org’s  JOE ILLINGWORTH     


                           Re: Clean Energy Corps


  





     #44  HAMMERS IT OUT OF THE PARK!


		       








