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 YOU GOTTA HAVE A MESSAGE!
Barack Obama’s Message of Change – “Change You Can Believe In” – was a message that resonated with the American voters who overwhelmingly believed that things had gotten off track and that new and different approaches were needed to address the major domestic (jobs, housing, energy, healthcare, etc.) and international issues facing this country.
That Message of Change, as we all recall, was indelibly accentuated by the promotional signage visible at every Obama campaign event and, most importantly, by the thematic word portraits painted by the candidate himself which reinforced the sharp contrast between the two Parties. 
The result:  Barack Obama was able to take “ownership” of the victorious Message of Change, despite all the efforts of the McCain-Palin ticket to appropriate it.  This strategy was validated by Obama’s landslide triumph.
Pinellas Democrats, on the other hand, communicated no clear message in the umbrella promotions done for local candidates.
“Vote Local” might look nice on the page, but it is simply a statement.  It is NOT a call to action.  It states NO message.   It gives NO “reason why” voters should support any of the candidates listed.  And it absolutely failed to echo the “Message of Change” that Obama was delivering.

The Pinellas candidates like Paul Matton and Rene Flowers who clearly defined themselves and were able to project that message countywide through billboards ands mailings were the most successful local Democratic candidates.
As for the others, perhaps the observation that Tampa Political Consultant Ana Cruz shared with “Creative Loafing’s” Wayne Garcia was the most prescient.  She said:  “the Democratic Party has lost a lot of those tough-to-motivate middle-of-the-road voters because we’ve not had a central message.”   We’ll see if Pinellas’ new DEC leadership gets that message!      


The dramatic message of change voters delivered on November 4 also represents a transformational moment in American politics – a moment when the nation closed the chapter on the narrow and bitter partisan divides that marked the past 20 years, and embraced instead the unifying vision that Barack Obama so eloquently communicated in his Election Night Victory Speech: “This is our moment to reclaim the American Dream and reaffirm that fundamental truth that out of many, we are one.”
One of the most interesting aspects of the 2008 Election was America’s unresponsiveness to the desperate attempts to re-ignite the culture wars and stoke the nation’s fears about “them” taking over (Barack Obama is a Muslim, Bill Ayers is a domestic terrorist, etc).

According to John Judis (who co-authored “The Emerging Democratic Majority” with Ruy Texiera), this transformation parallels the shift from yesterday’s economy to the new post-industrial model devoted to producing ideas and services rather than material goods.
Judis identifies three major groups that he defines as being “the backbone of the new Democratic majority”.  They are:  professionals (college-educated workers & technicians who produce ideas and services) … minorities (African-Americans, Hispanics and Asian-Americans) … and women (particularly working, single, and college-educated women).

Once the most Republican of occupational groupings, professionals (a classification that includes teachers, healthcare care workers and information technology specialists) now comprise 25% or more of the electorate in many northern and western states.  Based on Judis’s and Texiera’s calculations, these professionals voted for Democratic presidential candidates by an average margin of 52% to 40% between 1988 and 2000.  And in 2008, 

they estimate Obama’s advantage among this influential demographic was even greater.

Although minorities accounted for just 10% of the electorate in 1972, in 2008 they represented 26%.  And they overwhelmingly voted Democratic.  Nationwide, Obama won Hispanics by a 66% to 31% margin and Asian-Americans by 62% to 35%.  But here in Florida that equation is much different.  That’s because Spanish-speaking politicians like Jeb Bush, a possible US Senate candidate in 2010, have strong and proven Latino appeal.

At one time women were also heavily Republican voters.  But as they entered the labor force, their voting patterns began to change.  Today, women make up 46% of America’s total labor force.  And they vote Democratic.  This year, Obama enjoyed a 13-point edge among women voters, 56%-43% (he had just a one-point edge among men).  And his victory margin was even wider among working women -- a massive 21% advantage.
Voters are more environmentally-aware, too.  A 2007 Pew poll found 83% of Americans backed “stricter laws and regulations to protect the environment”.  That’s good for us!
Why are these numbers important to us here in Pinellas?  I believe they provide us with a roadmap to victory.  If you’re trying to assemble a core group of strong Democratic supporters in your precinct, this demographic data suggests an excellent way to begin is by seeking out and recruiting as many professionals, minorities and women as you can.  Because they are the ones who are best positioned to reach out and connect with their peers … NPA’s, as well … and successfully convert them into Democratic votes!  

HAPPY HANUKAH, MERRY CHRISTMAS, HAPPY KWANZAA, AND JOY TO THOSE WHO OBSERVE SOME OTHER HOLIDAY SUCH AS FESTIVUS , ETC.
 
As we wind down this historical year, we have much to look forward to.  As I write this there are only 35 days left of the Bush years of terror.  From the moment he was installed as President by the Supreme Court, George W. has managed to lead our beloved America to the depths of despair at home and abroad.  Hope and change are on the way.
 
As President-elect, Obama has assembled an administration that is generally noted for the high caliber and competence of his nominees.  And we can all breathe a sigh of relief that on Jan. 20th we will have people running the government committed to openness and fairness.
While the undoing of the years of terror will not happen overnight, and there are daunting challenges that will face our new President, he will succeed if given our support.  I do not suggest that we blindly follow the President just because he is a Democrat, but that we temper our differences -- which are sure to come -- with reason.
 
Closer to home, we have our work cut out for us.  The new officers of the D.E.C. elected on Dec. 4th, including one of our members, Steve Lapinski, have nowhere to go but up.  After raising and spending a record amount of money, I can't see where it made one ounce of difference as the Republicans won every contest on the local level where we did not have an incumbent.
At a time when Obama was winning the county by a large margin, our complete failure at the local level begs the question, "What happened?"
How can candidates who are Democrats running in countywide non-partisan races continue to be elected, yet candidates identified as Democrats continue to lose?  I don't have an answer.  Do you?
   

St Petersburg Democratic Club members will elect the 2009-10 leadership team of four Club officers – President, VP, Secretary and Treasurer – plus five Directors at our Feb. 4, ‘09 meeting.  Only Club members who are current in their dues will be eligible to vote.

Candidates who currently have either been nominated or mentioned for these positions include:  Mike Fox, George Gonzalez, Alex Haak, Jack Killingsworth and Jim O’Gara for President … Rene Flowers and Jay Lasita for V.P. … Rene Flowers and Susan Gilbert for Secretary … Jim O’Gara for Treasurer … and Karen Hodgen, Doug Hickman, Jack Killingsworth, Jay Lasita,  John Olson and Rich Piper for Director.  Additional nominations can be made from the floor at our January meeting.
If you’re interested in running for one of these offices, just contact a member of the Club’s Nominating Committee – Hal Alterman (799-8843), Chris Brudy (896-7339), Sharon Delaney (564-4695), Karen Hodgen (345-1156), or Dennis Port (319-8937) – to make sure your name is included in the mix.

Although Mayor of St. Petersburg is officially a “non-partisan” position, a Democrat ought to be heavily favored to win that office based on voter registration and Election returns.
Fortunately, Mayor Rick Baker is term-limited, so St. Petersburg will be voting to elect his successor this November.  To familiarize our members and guests with the Mayoral contenders, invitations are being sent to potential candidates.  Invitees include: City Council Chairman Jamie Bennett, State Sen. Charlie Justice, State Rep. Rick Kriseman, local real estate investor/philanthropist Scott Wagman and former builder Paul Congemi. 

To quote Club President Jim Donelon: "This will give the serious candidates an opportunity to test their strength before a very diverse cross-section of the Democratic community".  We hope you’ll join us for this informative event.  The St. Petersburg Democratic Club meets the first Wednesday of every month (Jan. 7, 2009) at Piccadilly Cafeteria, 34th St N & 22nd Ave. N.  Social Time is 6:30 pm.  Meetings begin at 7.  

In dramatic contrast to the unsavory, unethical and most probably illegal seat-peddling schemes of Illinois Governor Rod Blagojevich, St. Petersburg City Council Chairman JAMIE BENNETT is focused on getting the Council to pass legislation that will let voters, rather than other Council members, decide who will fill his District 5 seat if he runs for Mayor.

According to St. Petersburg City Charter regulations, Bennett MUST RESIGN from the Council once he officially declares his candidacy for Mayor.  If Bennett resigns by May 30, voters will choose the new District 5 Councilman in the November 2009 city election and an interim representative will be appointed by the Council to temporarily fill the seat.  If however, Bennett resigns AFTER May 30, the Council can appoint someone to the seat for the full balance of the term, which goes until January 2012.

Bennett doesn’t want to resign until he has to.  In order to preserve his options and not punish voters by depriving them of the opportunity to vote for their City representative, Bennett is asking the Council to pass an exemption similar to the 2000 one that gave voters the right to fill the seat of a former Councilman who resigned to run for Mayor.
We don’t know how this will all shake out.  But we do know City Council Chairman Jamie Bennett ought to be applauded for his efforts to allow voters, rather than other sitting Council members, to have the final word on who occupies the District 5 seat. 
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		Inaugural Ball in Gulfport  
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Join the celebration
  Ramsay McLauchlan 

  Chair, Pinellas Democratic Party 
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 Pinellas Democrats Present …
 Historic Inaugural Ball 

 Date: January 20, 2009

 Location: Gulfport Casino

 Time: 7-11 pm

 Cost: $20 per person

 Live music, Dancing, and Hors d'oeuvres    (Cash bar)       Hope to see you there!

 Tickets are limited, so, get yours in advance: 

https://www.pinellasdemocrats.com/event_form.asp?FId=13  
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     DEMOGRAPHICS FAVOR THE DEMOCRATS!


 





   LET THE VOTERS DECIDE WHO SITS ON THE COUNCIL 





  VIEW FROM THE GAVEL --- JIM DONELON, President 





              ST. PETERSBURG DEMOCRATIC CLUB


        Next Meeting:   Wednesday, January 7th  


     Piccadilly Cafeteria – Social Time at 6:30 pm – Meeting at 7 pm





WHO WILL BE ST. PETERSBURG’S


 				NEXT MAYOR?








  





     	    PLEASE HELP US FEED THE HOMELESS!


“Renewing America’s Promise” is the theme for Barack Obama’s Inauguration.  To underscore the commitment that he and the 67 million Americans who supported him are making to bring change and serve others in our communities, the St. Petersburg Democratic Club is asking each person who attends our January 7th meeting to bring 5 cans of non-perishable food to help feed the homeless.


Currently, the Pinellas Coalition For The Homeless feeds more than 200 families a day at locations like the “Pinellas Hope” Tent City.  These people need our help.  We believe there is no better way to fulfill the President-Elect’s inspirational vision of community service than by contributing to this food bank.  Club members will also follow the lead of the Obama and Biden families by participating in the National Day of Community Service being commemorated on Martin Luther King, Jr. Day (Monday, Jan. 19th).  Please join us then, as well.                 
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