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   THE PHANTOM MENACE 
Political fund-raising appeals can take one of two directions.  They can be positive, empowering and visionary – that’s the path the Obama campaign chose to take more than 18 months ago when they first unveiled their “Change You Can Believe In” message.

The other path is the increasingly discredited negative one, which Karl Rove-style Republicans have typically favored.  Surprisingly, that’s the path Pinellas DEC Chair Ramsay McLauchlan took when he sent out a fund-raising appeal to Pinellas Democrats on May 5th saying …

“Former Florida House Speaker Marco Rubio (R) will announce he will run for U.S. Senate -- and will stay in even if Florida Gov. Charlie Crist (R) enters the race.  Stopping him must be one of our top priorities.” 

Is this focus on the phantom menace of Marco Rubio’s candidacy the result of McLauchlan’s many years of exposure in New Hampshire to the arch-conservatism of John Sununu and the vitriol peddled by the Manchester Union Leader?  Or is it just a case of misplaced priorities?  
Gov. Charlie Crist has a 68% approval rating, according to a Quinnipiac poll cited by Adam Smith in a recent St. Petersburg Times column.  That appears to make him a clear favorite over Marco Rubio to become the Republican candidate for Florida’s soon-to-be-open U.S. Senate seat.  
Why is the Chair of the Pinellas Democratic Party interjecting himself into REPUBLICAN Primary politics, when we could use this opportunity to apply lessons learned from the Obama campaign, UNITING DEMOCRATS AND INDEPENDENTS under the banner of more open, more accountable and more responsive government?  Let’s offer a positive vision instead! 

A recent issue of the New Republic (5/20/09) quotes Utah Republican Congressman Jason Chaffetz as saying:  “We’re essentially in the business of communicating rather than legislating.  Democrats have the numbers.  If we want to be back in the majority, we’re going to have to win the communications battle.”

That’s a lesson the outnumbered Democratic minority in Tallahassee has yet to grasp, as the weak and whiny responses offered by Franklin Sands and other Florida House Democratic legislative leaders to the passage of the state budget indicate.

Until Florida Democrats develop a clear, strong and coherent message that voters can relate to, our Party will continue to finish second in local and state races.

In 2010, there will be an unprecedented number of open federal and state offices on the ballot, including U.S. Senator, Governor, and Florida’s three Cabinet positions (CFO, Attorney General and Agricultural Commissioner).

In addition, Charlie Justice is launching a powerful bid for Pinellas’s 10th Congressional District seat.  And it’s also likely that there will be a number of popular Democrats vying to fill the State Senate slot he’s vacating.

The obvious conclusion is that now more than ever, Florida Democrats should be positioning themselves for a statewide unified campaign!

Will that happen?  It certainly didn’t in 2008, when Barack Obama’s Presidential candidacy offered the perfect vehicle for a unified effort.

The much-maligned performance of the Republican-dominated Florida Legislature during its recently-concluded session provides a plethora of ammunition that Democrats can use on the campaign trail – such as vital state programs being slashed, the educational system drastically squeezed and the voting rights of Floridians, particularly seniors and those in need, contemptibly assaulted.  All we currently lack is the will to do it.
The Democratic Party has long prided itself on its consumer orientation and empathetic values.  It’s time for our candidates to communicate that, loudly and clearly, to the electorate at large.
If we don’t, we will be looking at another decade of ruinous Republican rule in our state.  I can’t imagine that any of us want that!
Answers to Pg 6 Quiz:  A-5, B-2, C-1, D-4, E-3

With an open election for both Governor of Florida and a U.S. Senator, the 2010 election will soon consume all media and political activists' attention.   Legislative reapportionment after the 2010 Census makes it imperative that we elect a Democratic Governor.  If the Fair Districts Constitutional Amendment effort fails, our only hope for "Fair Districts" is for a Democratic Governor to be at the redistricting table.  

                    --  Jack Killingsworth
                                    
“Our representatives are selecting their voters, as opposed to voters selecting

 their representatives.  That is a situation that I think the American people

 should not accept.”  -- Barack Obama 2/8/06

Democrats and Republicans essentially divided the popular vote 50/50 during the past three Presidential elections.  But the story’s been much different in Florida’s Legislative and Congressional balloting, where one Party holds a disproportionate 2:1 edge.

How is this possible?  The answer is the age-old political process of gerrymandering, a term that describes, according to Webster’s Dictionary, “dividing a voting area to give one political party a majority in as many districts as possible.”

The nonpartisan group Fair Districts Florida wants to reform this process so that “fairness” rather than partisan manipulation determines how District lines will be drawn, thereby giving voters a real voice in choosing their representatives.

To accomplish this goal, Fair Districts Florida has drafted two State Constitutional Amendments.  These Amendments establish standards of “fairness” requiring Legislative and Congressional Districts to be compact, to utilize existing geographic and political boundaries and to neither favor nor disfavor any candidate or political party in drawing these lines.

The plan is to get these Amendments on the 2010 Florida ballot via the Citizen Initiative process.  To do that, 1.6 million registered voters must sign each of Fair Districts Florida’s two petitions.  If you’re interested in being part of this signature-gathering effort, the St. Petersburg Democratic Club will be leading the way.  President Jack Killingsworth and the Club’s Board of Directors will answer any questions you have and help you get started. 

                                    
“We should all support Michelle Obama’s Second Amendment right to bare arms.”   -- Posted on “Organizing for America” blog

--- President Barack Obama   
The warning “Don’t Divide Your Forces in the Presence of the Enemy” has been a military maxim since the days of Philip of Macedon and Alexander the Great.  That concept is equally applicable to the multi-candidate mix that now exists in the race for Mayor of St. Petersburg.

Republican Deveron Gibbons is setting fund-raising records and gathering an impressive list of endorsements from both sides of the aisle.  Conservative Bill Foster is also trying to build a solid base of support within the Midtown community.

Given the unfortunate implosion of Councilman Jamie Bennett’s campaign, Democrats are left with two very viable candidates – Kathleen Ford and Scott Wagman – each of whom has the potential to become a strong and effective Mayor of St. Petersburg, as well as a torchbearer for Democratic programs and values.

In order for that to happen, one of those two has to finish either first or second in the September 1 St. Petersburg Primary Election balloting.  Can either or both of them do that?

Yes.  But the goal would be far easier to accomplish, given the imposing opposition they face, if Democrats concentrated all of our efforts and support behind one of these candidates, rather than dividing them between the two (of three, counting Bennett).

Is there precedent for this?  Well, Florida Republicans certainly do it.  To quote the former Chief of Staff to then-Gov. Jeb Bush:  “you have to look at who’s electable in a general election, and then everybody needs to get behind that person in a primary.”

(St Petersburg Times – 5/12/09)
It’s a strategy that all St. Petersburg Democrats need to seriously consider.  The pages of this Newsletter are open and available to anyone who wants to speak out on this issue.


                                    
“Charlie Crist has just done a huge favor for the Democratic Party.  By declaring his candidacy for the U.S. Senate seat being vacated by Mel Martinez, he opens up both the governorship and the Senate seat to the Democrats.  The Republican primary between Marco Rubio and Charlie Crist will be the usual silly Republican infighting we have witnessed of late.  All the Democrats need to do is field a decent candidate for both positions.”
“They already have a rising star in U.S. Rep. Kendrick Meek (who already has nearly $2 million in his war chest).  And the Democrats have several good potentials for Governor, including Chief Financial Officer Alex Sink.”

“Also, the Republicans are outnumbered in registered voters by more than a half-million.  And they seem to have forgotten that Florida went for Barack Obama.  Good luck, Republicans, you will need it.”
                                  



 --- Reprinted from the St Petersburg Times, 5/16/09

--- President Barack Obama   
1. The Board of Directors approved a $25.00 rebate on DEC Gala tickets for the first 10 members who purchase their tickets.

2. The Club is planning to sponsor a forum/debate for Democratic candidates for Mayor of St Petersburg.  It is presently planned for July 11th at the Sunshine Senior Center, 330 5th St N.

3. Karen Hodgen has resigned as a Director.  There will be an election to fill the now vacant Director position after the June meeting.

4. All members will be asked to collect at least 10 sets of petitions for the Fair Districts Florida Constitutional Amendments.
                                    
“Time to turn the page on the policies of the past.” -- President Barack Obama
The question of whether to bring legal charges against former VP Dick Cheney and the White House lawyers who authored the “Torture memos” raises a number of questions, beginning with the fact that there is an enormous difference between acts that are immoral and those that are actually illegal.  And there are political consequences to consider, too.

Do we want Health Care reform to be enacted?  And do we want the consumer as well as the environmental rights and protections that the Bush Administration stripped away restored?  Or are we willing to put those important issues aside while demanding our pound of flesh?
A look back at the results of the 2000 and 2004 Elections may help answer those questions.  In 2000, virtually all the House members who led the Clinton impeachment effort were defeated at the polls.  That’s a cautionary lesson for those hungry for retribution.  In 2004, Bush was re-elected largely because “National Security” trumped all other issues.  The current controversy over whether to shut down Guantanamo echoes that same concern.
Should we proceed with the court trials, Truth Tribunals and public floggings that so many progressives seem to want?  Or should we follow President Obama’s lead and just “turn the page on the policies of the past.”  Some insight into this question can be gained by referring to Shakespeare, who metaphorically spells out how unsympathetic the response we’re likely to receive from the American people will be if we continue to demand our “pound of flesh”.
       
In the words of President Barack Obama, Judge Sonia Sotomayor has lived the America Dream. Born and raised in a South Bronx housing project, she distinguished herself in academia and then as a hard-charging New York District Attorney.  She’s earned bipartisan acclaim as one of America's finest legal minds. As a Supreme Court Justice, she would bring more federal judicial experience to the Court than any Justice in 100 years.  We need her!
       
All five Democratic St. Petersburg Mayoral contenders have presented the case for their candidacy to St. Petersburg Democratic Club members and guests in recent months.  How effectively did they do that?  And how successful were they in shaping and delivering a defining message for their campaigns?

St. Petersburg voters will be answering those questions prior to the September 1 Primary.  To help you sort out the contenders, listed below are some of the memorable quotes and major themes associated with each candidate.  Let’s see how many you can correctly match.  The correct answers are at the bottom of Page 2.

1. Supports “open, affordable, accountable, accessible government”

2. Speaks “on behalf of the homeless and the hungry” 

3. Says “Customer One is the City Staff” 

4. Wants to move Florida’s Capital from Tallahassee to St Petersburg

5. Hired, then fired, campaign manager Peter Schorch

A) _____   Jamie Bennett

B) _____   Paul Congemi

C) _____   Kathleen Ford

D) _____   Alex Haak

E) _____   Scott Wagman
                                    
When asked on Bay News 9’s “Political Connections” show on Sunday, May 24 how he would grade the performance of St Petersburg Mayor Rick Baker, Democratic candidate Scott Wagman answered:  “an A” for Baker’s innovative ideas and leadership.  Looks like St Petersburg Democratic Club members won’t have to wait until the Sept. 1 Primary to give an up or down vote on who will continue and who will change the culture of corporate coziness and the policies favoring the local business establishment that are one of the hallmarks of the Baker Administration.  They’ll be able to do it at the Club’s June 3rd meeting.  We’ll see if the voters agree. 
 
The Featured Speakers for the June 3rd meeting are YOU -- the members of the St. Petersburg Democratic Club.  The topic will be the election of a new St Petersburg Mayor.  If you have a favorite candidate, please come prepared to tell why club members should agree with your choice.  Just remember celebrated sports broadcaster Jim Rome’s constant admonition to his on-air contributors:  “Have a take and don’t suck!”
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 			 “A BOOST FOR DEMOCRATS”


                  	  –By Kenneth A DeRoche, Tampa 
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 Judge SONIA SOTOMAYOR Nominated for Court








   WINNING THE COMMUNICATIONS BATTLE
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  Redistricting Gives Voters A REAL Choice 


	 





                    Next Meeting:   Wednesday, June 3	  


     Piccadilly Cafeteria  –  Social Time at 6:30 pm  –  Meeting at 7 pm


    OUR MEMBERS WILL BE THE FEATURED SPEAKERS! 





  	                VIEW FROM THE GAVEL 


        --- Jack Killingsworth, President 





  WAGMAN GIVES RICK BAKER AN “A”








