[image: image3.png]


St. Petersburg
          Democratic Club    [image: image2.wmf]
Founded by Ken Steinke.           Re-Chartered in 2008.         Jack Killingsworth, President 

[image: image1.png]



A TIME TO LISTEN … A TIME TO LEAD

One of the most important things you learn in any sales or marketing seminar is how to listen. And how to process the information received from your current and future clients -- or, in political terms, from your constituents and potential voters – in order to benefit from it.

That’s what Barack Obama and the team of O-Train volunteers did so successfully in his victorious Presidential campaign.  But being able to govern and lead effectively requires a very separate skill-set than putting a cutting-edge campaign organization together does.

Fortunately, President Obama understands the difference, as we saw at the Town Hall meetings he held in Elkhart, IN and Ft. Myers, FL a few weeks ago.  Not only did the President demonstrate his extraordinary ability to listen and learn, he was also able to respond with strong, commanding leadership to the concerns people voiced, and do it with a sharp wit and sparking vision that other Democrats ought to emulate.
Obama’s message of change is becoming evident at the grassroots level, as well.  Previously, the typical gathering of Democrats tended to focus on airing grievances and advancing personal agendas. But today, we see action-oriented groups like the Obama-inspired “Organization for America” – apparently, the community-minded successor to “Democracy for America”, which Howard Dean initiated – and the Mike Fox-Ed Helm-Doug Hickman-led branch of the “Progressive Democrats of America.”
The leadership that these groups provide, and the emphasis they are placing on community service and organization, might finally enable us to elect Democrats to local, state and federal offices, a goal that the Pinellas DEC’s “Vote Local” effort fell short of achieving.
   
When Jim Donelon first announced his goal of growing the St Petersburg Democratic Club to 100 members, many thought there must be a strange substance contained in the cigarettes that he smokes.  But Donelon was right on.  Our re-chartered Club now has 98 members.  And a clear and progressive course has been set for the newly-elected leadership team -- President JACK KILLINGSWORTH, Vice-Chair RENE FLOWERS, Treasurer JIM O’GARA, Secretary LOIS FRIES, and Board Members DOUG HICKMAN, KAREN HODGEN, GLENN MOON, AHMAD NAWAB and RICH PIPER -- to follow.    This is how Creative Loafing columnist Wayne Garcia describes our Club:
“The 60 or so people who gathered at the Piccadilly Cafeteria on a recent Wednesday night represent one progressive wing of the Democratic Party in St. Petersburg.  This is a solidly working-class gang.  The conversations are intense.  The personalities are unique.  The 10-oz. Angus chopped steak dinner is $8.49.”


“The St. Petersburg Democratic Club and its meeting location are perfectly representative of vast swaths of the city, of the fed-up residents who are not part of the downtown condo boom or the funky bohemian art scene or the Chamber: (they’re) anti-establishment retirees, outspoken activists and others devoted to their take-no-prisoners-vision of how the city could be better.  Not exactly a gathering of the Mayor Rick Baker fan club.”   (1/14/09)

St Petersburg Democratic Club co-founder Edna McCall presents outgoing President Jim Donelon with a plaque honoring his outstanding service and his transformation of the SPDC into west-central Florida’s most dynamic Democratic Club.  Photograph by Marian Krauthamer

I believe that the St. Petersburg Democratic Club can become a powerful force to elect Democrats for both local Municipal offices and Pinellas County offices.
Becoming that powerful force will require a lot of work and dedication from all of our members.  In order to get the work done I am asking for working volunteers for the following committees.  These are important leadership positions and you can make the difference we need.

1. Membership  - Develop and implement strategies for growth and retention.

2. Public Relations and Communications - Public Announcements, Newsletter, and Web site ( coming soon)

3. Program and Issues Committee - Research issues and recruit speakers to inform the membership on issues.  Doug Hickman and Rene Flowers have volunteered. Others are welcome.

4. Fund Raising - Our ability to support Democratic candidates depends on this committee's success. 

5. Campaign - Research and report on candidates for our support.  Coordinate with DEC campaign committee.

6. Rules and Bylaws - Glenn Moon and Ahmad Nawad have volunteered.  Other are welcome

Volunteer forms will be available at our March 4th meeting please return them to the sign in desk as you leave.

If you have an oral announcement or a handout for the membership, please give a copy to the Secretary before the meeting begins.

Remember, good democratic government depends on all of us!  The special interests never rest.  Neither can we.

Jack Killingsworth

President

Conventional political wisdom, at least how I see it practiced here in Pinellas County, is that campaigns and get-out-the-vote advertising, informational and organizational efforts associated with them, are designed to peak in the weeks right before Election Day.

However, based on the increased prominence and growing acceptance of “Voting By Mail”, it seems to me we’re dealing with an entirely new paradigm now.

“Voting By Mail” accounted for 40% of the ballots cast in the 2008 election.  That proportion is likely to continue growing because of the substantial push it is receiving from Supervisor of Elections Deborah Clark, who automatically sends “Vote By Mail” ballots to everyone who used that method in the General Election.  What are the implications of this paradigm shift?

· “Vote By Mail” ballots are received far in advance of Election Day.  Voters who utilize it therefore tend to have far less information about the candidates and issues than those who wait until Election Day, since most TV advertising and direct mail efforts tend to be “back-loaded” (run close to Election Day) rather than “front-loaded”.

· It’s interesting to note, however, that Charlie Crist used a “front-loaded” strategy to secure the Republican nomination for Governor two years ago and then roll to a decisive general election victory over Jim Davis, who was never able to close the “name recognition” gap.  Perhaps more candidates ought to use that strategy in order to establish greater name recognition in addition to a larger “share of mind”.  Waiting unilaterally allows your opponent to seize the advantage.  No benefit there! 

· Party Loyalty becomes an even more decisive factor, since those who “Vote By Mail” tend to have less information when making their decisions,.  So, rather than wait to distribute “Palm Cards” to the party faithful until shortly before Election Day, this information needs to be in the hands of “super-voters” very early in the process to encourage them to vote in “down-ticket” races, as well as the more publicized ones.

· Assuming I’m correct and that partisan loyalists rather than independents tend to be the dominant factor in the “Vote By Mail” process – a fact that voting statistics and Deborah Clark’s policies seem to confirm – Get-Out-The-Vote efforts need to reflect this on-the-ground reality instead of what someone did here in Pinellas, or back in New Jersey, more than a dozen years ago.  We should be looking forward, not back!

· Late-deciding voters are also the least partisan ones.  However, if you wait too late to engage these voters, the probability is that they are more apt to be swayed by the opposition’s messages.  So our Party and our candidates need to reach out to these potential voters much earlier in the process, in order to get them safely in the fold.  Part of the Obama campaign’s genius was their ability to attract these independent, unaffiliated voters early and convert them into Obama (NOT Democratic) partisans.  Pinellas Democrats ought to learn from that if we want to mirror their success.

You may have a different view than the one I’ve expressed here on how Pinellas Democrats can organize most effectively for the campaigns to come.  If so, the debate can occur either behind closed doors … or very openly in the pages of this Newsletter.  The choice is yours.  

 
What’s the distance between Tallahassee and Washington?  Geographically, it’s equivalent to a long day’s bus ride.  But in terms of political savvy and passion, as well as Party discipline and loyalty, the distances and differences couldn’t be greater.
The Republican Party in Washington is becoming notorious as the “Party of No”.  But it’s interesting to note that appellation was never attached to Democrats during the Bush Administration.  Then again, not very many Democratic Senators and Representatives stood up to the Bush-Cheney gang.  Instead, they just passively signed on and rolled over while Iraq was needlessly attacked overseas and our civil liberties undermined here at home.
It’s also interesting to compare the actions of the Democratic minority in Tallahassee with the Republican legislators in Washington – who, misguided though they may be – present their case proudly, powerfully, publicly and unapologetically to the American people.
Aside from issuing meaningless press releases that the media routinely ignores, Democrats in Tallahassee tend to be so silent and so intimidated they’re virtually invisible.  From my vantage point, it also appears that they lack the wit, stomach or fire to speak out on subjects as obvious as the ethical clouds enveloping former House Speaker Ray Sansom (it took an ethics complaint filed by a private citizen to trigger his ouster) … or the critical cuts to Education and Health Care that occurred in the legislature’s special January session.

One of the critical questions facing Democrats at every level (federal, state and local) is how strongly to embrace the vision of post-partisanship that President Obama rode to victory in 2008?  We’ve already seen Speaker Nancy Pelosi and the Democratic majority in the House pilloried for the seemingly partisan slant given to the stimulus bill when it initially passed the House.  And we’ve seen the Democratic and Republican moderates in the Senate applauded for effectively working together to craft its final passage.

What can Democratic state legislators learn from this?  Will they silently stand by while the Republican majority guts needed state programs?  Or will they passionately defend programs and principles we advocate against Republican opposition?  What do you think they’ll do?

The Board of Directors of the St. Petersburg Democratic Club will meet the third Tuesday of each month at the Democratic Executive Committee Headquarters, 2250 1st Ave N., St Petersburg, FL.
All members of the Club are welcome to attend and observe.  Board meetings are normally scheduled for one hour. Non-Board member participation will be limited unless prior arrangements are made.

Any member may propose agenda items for extended discussion at a Board or membership meeting.  Please contact any Board member and provide details at least one week before the Board meeting.  You may also bring up items during the new business portion of our membership meetings; however, only a little time will be allocated for discussion at that time.
                           
One of the sappiest ideas we've heard in a long time was the suggestion of a certain Democratic Senate leader (Pat Leahy, D-VT) last week that the worst criminals at the top of the Bush administration should be effectively granted blanket immunity in exchange for "fessing up".  We can only hope Leahy's actual strategic intent was to have the proposal get shot down, as it quickly was by others, for being pretty much totally toothless.  We need to make sure that message was not missed.  In fact, we need to put an exclamation point on it.

The fact is that without prosecution, the top war criminals in American political office of the future will presume that they can always get off the hook by the so-called "truth" commission route.  And yet the people who are in the media calling for non-enforcement of the laws against torture and illegal wiretapping are the SAME ones who are "zero tolerance" fanatics when little people get in trouble.

One of Leahy's non-arguments was that prosecuting all the criminals in the Bush Administration would take 10-15 years.  Oh, really?  Did they commit THAT many hideous crimes?  That's all the more reason to get moving on it as soon as possible.  As a former prosecutor himself he should know that immunity is granted to GET testimony against the criminal kingpins, not to let these criminal conspirators skate.

Thankfully, at least John Conyers on the House side, and other senators like Sheldon Whitehouse (D-RI) and Jack Reed (D-RI), have come forward to stand up for the principle that ONLY prosecution is any deterrent in cases like these.  Did the pardon of Nixon send a message for the future?  Of course it did!  It led Cheney and Rumsfeld, who were IN that Administration, to believe they would have their own chance to get away with mass murder.

If you’re mad as hell and want more information, we suggest you watch the YouTube video of Vince Bugliosi’s testimony urging prosecution.  You can also make your own statement by wearing “Convict Dick & W” caps, T-Shirts and gear. Contact -- http://www.peaceteam.net.   


POWW (Preserve Our Wallets and Waterfront) Chairman Hal Freedman will be the featured Guest Speaker when the St Petersburg Democratic Club’s meets on Wednesday, March 4 at Piccadilly Cafeteria (34 St N & 22 Ave N) from 7-8:30 pm. Social time begins at 6:30 pm.

Currently, POWW is gathering signatures to put two referenda on the 2009 ballot so that St. Petersburg taxpayers – NOT the political insiders, real estate developers and other self-interested parties – are the ones who decide how the city’s tax dollars should be spent and ALL its Waterfront Parks best used.  Also on the program will be Dr. Greg Silver, a Health Care professional and an authoritative supporter of single-payer National Health Insurance. 
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  VIEW FROM THE GAVEL --- Jack Killingsworth, President 
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“Real Prosecutors Don’t Let War Criminals Walk”


 		    Contributed by Marjorie Schoenauer





  “VOTING BY MAIL” CREATES POLITICAL PARADIGM SHIFT








 			HAIL TO THE CHIEF!





          Next Meeting:   Wednesday, March 4th  


     Piccadilly Cafeteria – Social Time at 6:30 pm – Meeting at 7 pm


Guest Speakers: POWW Chairman Hal Freedman     


                                             and Dr. Greg Silver





  











