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IS AFGHANISTAN REALLY A “GOOD WAR”? 
President Barack Obama has called the war in Afghanistan “the good war”, “the necessary war”.  Unfortunately, in my view, it is neither.

To be defined as a “good war”, moral and geopolitical imperatives must exist, as they did in World War II when more than 13 million Americans in the Armed Services banded together to lead the forces of freedom and liberty against the Axis Powers of Nazi Germany and Japan.
We still celebrate the noble sacrifice and ultimate success of the Allied troops who landed at Normandy.  And we remember iconic moments, such as the immortal image of valiant warriors planting an American flag atop Mt. Suribachi amidst the murderous gunfire on Iwo Jima.  

We are now in our ninth year of fighting in Afghanistan.  What images do we remember?  One is the failure of the US-led Coalition to close the cordon around the caves of Tora Bora in Dec.  2001, allowing Osama bin Laden and his al-Qaida followers who planned and perpetrated the 9/11 terrorist attacks to escape across the mountains to Pakistan. 
Another memorable event is the death by friendly fire of American hero Pat Tillman, the former NFL star who volunteered to serve as a U.S. Army Ranger.  Initially, U.S. military commanders tried to cover it up.
We are told by the generals that 30,000 more troops will lead to victory over the Taliban and al-Qaida.   In 2001, American and Afghan forces overthrew the Taliban regime and drove them and their al-Qaida allies out of the country.  Did that make Afghanistan safe and secure?  NO. 
Less than a year later, in August 2002, Taliban insurgents mounted a series of attacks in Kandahar, Khowst and other provinces.  They have been killing U.S. troops ever since.  Americans need to remember this – we are not liberators, as we were in Europe and the Pacific during World War II.  We’re imperialist invaders.  It’s THEIR country.  And it has been since they repelled the army of Alexander the Great in 330 BC.       
      
Gen. Stanley McCrystal is demanding 30,000 additional American troops in order to … “change the operational culture of ISAF (International Security Assistance Force) and to focus on protecting the Afghan people, understanding their environment, and building relationships with them.”

This demand would be far more credible if McCrystal wasn’t already commanding a heavily-armed force of foreigners that does not understand the native culture and does not know how to speak local Afghan languages such as Dari or Pasho.
Although McCrystal’s desperate roll of the dice acknowledges that Afghanistan’s “isolating geography and natural aversion to foreign intervention further works against ISAF”,  and that “security may not come from the barrel of a gun,”  the escalating needs and diminishing returns that he projects (“success is not ensured by additional forces alone, but continued under-resourcing will likely cause failure”) hauntingly echoes the Soviet generals who arrogantly invaded Afghanistan in 1979 with their army’s full might, only to retreat in abject defeat in 1989.

It also ignores the costly, bloody lesson learned by the 19th-century British generals and politicians who unsuccessfully tried to add Afghanistan to their Empire by waging three separate Anglo-Afghan Wars, before signing a treaty acknowledging Afghan independence.  Particularly memorable was the first War (1839-1842), in which the British invaded with a force of 16,000 soldiers.  Only one returned alive.
      
Giving additional credence to the St Petersburg Times Dec. 4 front-page story about the increase in U.S. isolationism – it’s now at a 45-year high – public opinion in this country is now moving dramatically against President Barack Obama’s policies in Afghanistan, as graphically demonstrated by the seismic shift in support being reported by the USA Today-Gallup Poll, when it asked the following question:
“Do you approve or disapprove of the way Barack Obama is handling the situation in Afghanistan?”
    2009 Polling Date

Approve

Disapprove

Unsure
11/20-22

 
  35%

   55%

    9%
  9/11-13


  49%

   42%

    9%
  7/17-19
  
 
  56%

   34%

   11%
  Source:  PollingReport.com

That memorable James Carville phrase – “It’s The Economy, Stupid!” – became immortalized in political campaign lore when it helped to catapult Bill Clinton to victory in 1992.

Today, with double-digit unemployment and “too big to fail” corporate bailouts dominating the economic landscape, that slogan is re-emerging.  Only this time, it’s Republicans who are using it in their effort to undermine President Barack Obama and recapture a Congressional majority in 2010.

And, as the polling highlighted below shows, it is jobs and the economy – not health care, not the threat of terrorism, and not the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq – that is the issue that more than two out of every five voters believes is the most important one facing America today.
It is also one of the significant reasons why a bi-partisan majority in the Florida Legislature passed a sharply-contested commuter and high-speed rail package during a special lawmaking session in December, despite the high price tag, corporate giveaways and liability indemnification it contains.

As our local, statewide and Congressional candidates begin to ramp up their 2010 campaigns, it’s important that all of us keep in mind… and have a very clear viewpoint about… the issues voters consider to be the most important.

Here is a summary of the most recent nationwide polling on this question: 
“Which of the following is the most important issue facing the country today?”








        


    USA Today/
Issues


  CBS News       Bloomberg     CNN/ORC
     Gallup Poll
     





    (12/4-8)       (12/3-7)
  (12/2-3)      (10/16-19)
      
Economy/Jobs

       47%

 48%

     40%

 41%
Health Care
                 12%

 20%

     17%

 17%
Federal Budget Deficit
          2%

 16%

     13%

 14%
Wars/Iraq/Afghanistan         8%  
  
   ----

     16%

 18%

War in Afghanistan
         ----

 10%
  
      ----

  ----
Education


         ----

   ----
      
       7%

  ----
Terrorism


         ----

   ----

       4%

  ----
Energy & Environment
         ----

   ----

       2%

   2%
Climate Change

         ----

    3%    
      ----

  ----
Poverty/Homelessness
          3%   

   ----

      ----
 
  ----



Moral Values/Family Values  3%

   ----

      ----
            ----

   

All of the Above

         ----

   ----
     
      ----

   4%
Other or Unsure
                  25%

   1%

       1%

   3%
Source:  PollingReport.com
 

Sen. Al Franken acted as a welcome surrogate for the millions of Americans who want Joe Lieberman to pay a price for his sanctimonious grandstanding and the self-righteous, obstructionist tactics used by the Senator from Connecticut to stall Health Care Reform. On Thurs., 12/17, Lieberman was droning on in his egocentric, long-winded style about amendments he intended to offer.  Suddenly, Sen. Franken, who was presiding in the chair, interrupted to tell Lieberman his 10 minutes were up.  When Lieberman asked unanimous consent for a few more minutes to finish, Franken objected, silencing the shocked and surprised Senator from Connecticut.  Hopefully, other Democrats will take note and follow Franken’s lead in forcefully telling Turncoat Joe to shut up and go away!

Last August, seniors in Town Hall meetings across the country yelled to their Senators and Representatives:  “Don’t Let The Government Take My Medicare Away!”  Unfortunately, those ill-informed comments are morphing into widespread fears that proposed Health Care reforms will fatally weaken Medicare, as the overwhelmingly negative response to this question in a recent ABC News/Washington Post Poll demonstrates: 
 “Do you think health care reform would strengthen the Medicare program, weaken Medicare or have no effect?”
Polling Timeframe      STRENGTHEN       WEAKEN       NO EFFECT
      UNSURE
     

12/10-13/2009            22%

 45%
    24%

9%

       Source:  PollingReport.com 
 

Former Vermont Governor Howard Dean believes the Health Care Reform compromise that would have allowed consumers between 55 and 64 to buy Medicare coverage could have been a “big step forward”.  In Dr. Dean’s words, “it opens up Medicare and gives people a real choice.  Secondly, it does something that should have been done the whole way along: instead of creating a new bureaucracy it just uses the one we already have.” 

“
Here is State Sen. Charlie Justice’s rationale for opposing the flawed rail legislation the Florida Senate and House passed.  Reps. Heller and Kriseman also voted “no”.   
 “We were called into Special Session to create a statewide vision for rail. And while I share in that vision, I don’t believe that this bill gets us close enough to that goal.”

“I believe in jobs for Floridians, but this bill doesn’t guarantee jobs. This bill only hopes for jobs for Floridians in the long-term, and only hopes that those jobs will have good wages, benefits, and not be outsourced. We need policy that guarantees jobs now, not a hope for jobs twenty years in the future.”
“Over the years, countless investments in our citizens have been eliminated, and billions of dollars have been slashed from the budget, making local governments responsible for Tallahassee’s failed policies. I cannot, in good conscience, vote for a bill that puts my constituents on the hook for billions of dollars with no guarantee of federal, state or private partnerships. I cannot, in good conscience, vote for a bill that puts my constituents, and the taxpayers of Florida, on the hook with no equal financial responsibility from the corporations we will be subsidizing.”
“Although this bill has won the blessings of the Legislature, and soon, likely that of the Governor, you can be assured that I will continue to fight for the working families of my district and this state by standing up for responsible public policy, responsible use of taxpayer dollars, and striving toward sound decisions that are best for our state both now and in the future.”


“The Florida House and Senate passed a rail bill that will cost Floridians more than $600 million and get the state just over 60 miles of track from CSX.  The liability costs are unknown, and possibly limitless.  Residents of some Central Florida towns will also pay in quality of life, as truck and freight train traffic will increase, over their objections.  How did this happen?”

“Some Republicans had to change their previous, principled opposition to the CSX deal because, as Sen. Mike Bennett confessed, ‘we’re in a box where you can’t embarrass the Senate president’.”  

“So legislation in Tallahassee is based entirely on how it makes the leadership look, and government by the people and for the people is an irrelevant slogan?  It is as long as Republicans stay in charge.”

  -- Bonnie Agan, St Petersburg   (St Petersburg Times, 12/10/09)

Alex Sink demonstrated her impressive, game-changing political power with her election as Florida’s Chief Financial Officer in 2006.  Now Alex is running for Governor in 2010.  Her focus is on the need for problem-solving, new ideas and accountability in state government.

In mid-December, a Feather Sound ballroom was filled by 200 of Tampa Bay’s “Democratic Women on the Move” to hear Alex Sink outline the case for her candidacy. Among the political luminaries who co-chaired this event were State Chair Karen Thurman, Betty Castor, State Sen. Arthenia Joyner, Rep. Janet Long and Mayor Pat Gerard.  In the words of one attendee, Kathryn Larkin, “It was a success!  That is the best news!” 

As a former Florida Democratic Party Political Director arrogantly explained to Pinellas activists a few years ago, environmental issues and concerns tend to poll badly, particularly in places like Central Florida. 

Unfortunately, two Central Florida Republicans – State Sen. Mike Haridopolos and Rep. Dean Cannon – are scheduled to become Majority Leaders in the Florida Legislature after the November 2010 election.

Why is this important?  It’s because Haridopolos and Cannon are already working on legislation that will open up the waters off Florida to offshore oil drilling, according to a St Petersburg Times report.  A bill allowing offshore drilling was approved by the Florida House last session, but it died in the State Senate.  Next session, we may not be so lucky.  

What can Democrats do?  Here’s what Pinellas County Democratic Party Chair Ramsay McLauchlan has to say:

“Democrats oppose the drilling and this legislation will only pass if the Republican leadership in the legislature has its way.  I am guessing that none of the Republican members of the Pinellas delegation criticize their leadership.  (They) can’t fight for their constituents.” 

If Republican office-holders will not fight for their constituents, then their Democratic challengers ought to step up to seize this valuable opportunity and oppose offshore drilling.  It could be a winning issue!


The "Broadcast Blues” DVD -- http:/www.broadcastblues.tv/ -- will be shown at our January 6th meeting.  Bring a friend!  I think that you will enjoy the movie.

Many of the abuses it documents have parallels to print media.   The St Petersburg Times, like all daily newspapers, is facing tough economic conditions.  Their ad revenue has been weakened by broadcast news for decades.  And now the Internet, with its very good news and general interest content, is delivering a financial blow that is becoming difficult to withstand.
I hope the St Pete Times survives.   Now more than ever, our Democracy needs competitive news sources.  Without the Times and their reporters, we would indeed be a poorer community.  I want the Times to survive so that I can continue to complain about their editorial policies and their inability to see Republicans the same way that we see them.

--- Jack Killingsworth,  President, St Petersburg Democratic Club


Bring your checkbook to the January meeting . Membership fees for 2010 are due in January.  If you have already paid dues for part of 2010 then your dues will be reduced accordingly.  See the Treasurer for your prorated share due now.


We still need a member to step forward and volunteer to be Club Secretary.  


The St Petersburg Democratic Club’s January 6 meeting will feature a special screening of the DVD movie "Broadcast Blues” -- http:/www.broadcastblues.tv/ -- “The Movie the Media Does Not Want You to See”!
The theme of "Broadcast Blues” is broadcast media and their misuse of the public airwaves.  Among the examples cited in the film are these:

· Clear Channel neglects its emergency system, disaster strikes, people die.
· Pentagon Pundits profit from the same war they promote. 
· Fox News gets a court ruling that news does not have to be true.  

· “Hate Radio” Rules.

It is the view of Jack Killingsworth, our Club President, that Media Policy is killing people in this country.  Literally.  And it is harming our democracy, too.  Jack believes lies and misinformation are churning our Union into chaos.  You definitely don’t want to miss this movie!  Social time is at 6:30 pm.  The meeting begins at 7.  
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   “DON’T TAKE MY MEDICARE AWAY”





  			         CLUB ANNOUNCEMENTS 





WE NEED TO PROTECT OUR BEACHES


 	 AGAINST OFFSHORE DRILLING INTERESTS





              “Wrong Motive”        


Letter of the Month: by DEC Committewoman Bonnie Agan 


  





 	    CHARLIE JUSTICE’S “NO” VOTE


   WAS THE RIGHT VOTE ON RAIL





THE BEST WAY TO SUPPORT OUR TROOPS


IS TO BRING THEM HOME! 





      SUPPORT ALEX SINK FOR GOVERNOR! 





SEN. AL FRANKEN SAYS “SHUT UP”


  TO JOE LIEBERMAN 


	





   “VIEW FROM THE GAVEL” --- by Jack Killingsworth








 DR. HOWARD DEAN BELIEVES


HEALTH CARE COMPROMISE WAS RIGHT RX 











AFGHANISTAN – GRAVEYARD OF EMPIRES 








   “It’s The Economy, Stupid!” 





         Next Meeting:   Wednesday, January 6, 2010	  


     Piccadilly Cafeteria  –  Social Time at 6:30 pm  –  Meeting at 7 pm


  Watch The Movie The Media Does Not Want You To See!


  








