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FISCAL IRRESPONSIBILITY!
To quote Bruce Bartlett, a noted conservative who served in Ronald Reagan’s and George HW Bush’s administrations and later authored “Imposter: How George W Bush Bankrupted America and Betrayed the Reagan Legacy” … “the problem is on the congressional right!”
Testifying before Congress in 2005, Bartlett said:  “What really bothers me is the orgy of spending by Republicans.  It is just appalling that the recent highway bill had 5,000 ‘earmarks’ in it.  These are, almost without exception, utterly unjustified pork-barrel projects.”
Today, Republicans in Congress are still acting as fiscally irresponsible as they did then.  In a January 2010 vote to pass fiscally responsible pay-as-you-go legislation, every one of the 40 Senate Republicans voted NO!  Despite all their empty words about limiting government spending, the actions of Republican legislators speak far, far louder – nationally as well as in Florida – as Democrats need to remind voters very strongly 
Florida Democrats also need to remind voters how fiscally irresponsible Republican legislators and leaders – like former FL House Speaker Rick Sansom, who is under indictment for feloniously misdirecting state funds to benefit a campaign contributor – are with the public’s money. 
Sansom, and deposed Republican Party leaders Jim Greer and Delmar Johnson – who received a secret $408,000 compensation contract that violates state law – symbolize the culture of corruption in Tallahassee that Democratic candidate for Governor Alex Sink is vowing to change.

As Democrats, we need to focus the public’s attention on the Republican officials and office-holders who speak of fiscal responsibility, yet line their pockets with sweetheart deals of questionable legality at taxpayer expense.   We need to finally make them accountable for their arrogant duplicity.  If we don’t, they’ll just keep doing it to us again and again!   

Since the days of the Founding Fathers, when Thomas Jefferson bested John Adams in the bitter bare-knuckles brawl that decided the Presidency in 1800, there have been sharp partisan divisions in this country.

National unity trumped this partisan divide during World War II and again during the Eisenhower 50’s, when a moderate Republican occupied the White House and Democrats Lyndon B. Johnson and Sam Rayburn provided strong leadership in the Senate and House.  But the winds of change that marked passage of the 1964 Civil Rights Act and 1965 Voting Rights Act also marked the dramatic rightward turn of the Republican Party.
Although Lyndon B. Johnson was overwhelmingly elected in 1964, the threat of civil disorder, burning cities & escalating anti-Vietnam War fervor ultimately torched his Presidency.  Watergate destroyed Richard Nixon.  And Jimmy Carter was crippled by the Iranian hostage-takers, thereby setting the stage for the rise of Ronald Reagan and the Conservative Right.
Bill Clinton presided over the prosperous 90’s.  But by 2000, some left-leaning activists believed there was no discernable difference between the two Parties and the two candidates, Al Gore and George W Bush.  They supported Ralph Nader instead.  We all know how that story turned out.
Is America well served by two Parties acting in a bipartisan way to echo each other’s positions?  We saw the pitfalls of that when Congressional Democrats did not contest Bush tax cuts, or his unilateral invasion of Iraq.
The better answer may just be for Democrats to continue to fight for the progressive vision of hope and change America solidly voted for in 2008. 


“It is very disappointing and disheartening that Sen. Evan Bayh is not running for another term because Republican senators are creating paralysis of government through unprecedented use – or better stated, abuse – of the filibuster rule.”
“The Republican senators have opted for blind partisanship over patriotism by making government totally dysfunctional regardless of the damaging effects to American citizens and the world.”

“From health reform and global warming to creating jobs and regulating Wall Street, the Republican senators couldn’t care less about solving these problems.  All they want is to be back in power, and let the country they claim to care about be damned.”

“Unfortunately, the decisions by Sen. Bayh and Sen. Byron Dorgan not to run for re-election are only going to embolden the Republican senators’ strategy of governmental paralysis.”

“All U.S. senators who love their country and want to solve the pressing problems we face should eliminate or amend the filibuster rule so the power-crazed partisans can no longer make government dysfunctional. 

     -- Frank Lupo, St Petersburg   (St Petersburg Times, 2/18/10) 
      
There is a powerful and measurable anti-incumbency tide rising in this country.  Challengers are emerging as favorites.  In fact, an overwhelming majority of voters now do not support the re-election of their Congressional representative, according to a recent Washington Post/ABC News Poll!

That’s very good news for both Charlie Justice, who’s running to unseat 20-term Congressman Bill Young in CD-10, and Anita DePalma, who’s aiming to end the Bilirakis family’s 28-year reign in CD-9. 

Polling question: “Right now, are you inclined to vote to
    re-elect your representative in Congress in the next election or 

    are you inclined to look around for someone else to vote for”?
Look Around – 56%  Re-elect – 36%  Unsure/Depends – 8%  

      Source:  PollingReport.com  (Washington Post/ABC News Poll Survey Dates: 2/4-2/8/10)


“I don’t have much patience for Democrats who grab hold of defeat and find vindication.  They long to be a heroic voice in the wilderness, crying out against selfishness and cruelty and going nobly down to defeat, and for their obituaries to say they were visionaries and ahead of their time.”
“I’d rather they were in their time and did the hard work.”
          -- @ Garrison Keillor  (St Petersburg Times , 2/13/10)) 
      
A group of Democratic Senators led by freshman Michael Bennet (D-CO) is pressing Majority Leader Harry Reid to pass the health care Public Option using a procedural tactic called “reconciliation”, which would trump the filibuster threat the Republicans adopted to block a majority vote.

Propelling this valiant effort is an enormous outpouring of grassroots support from members of Democracy for America, the Progressive Change Campaign Committee and Credo Action.

As CBS News reported, Bennet’s letter “points out that the Children's Health Insurance Program (CHIP), Medicare Advantage, and COBRA (the Consolidated Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1985) were all enacted under reconciliation." 

119 Democrats signed on to a similar effort in the House.  Can they save the public option? Or will Democratic leaders run out the clock instead?



In the best-selling book “Game Change,” Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid is quoted using the word “Negro” to describe Barack Obama.  Right-wing bloggers and rabid radio and cable TV talk show personalities went ballistic over this supposed insult and demanded Reid’s resignation.

Yet the progressive blogosphere and Democratic Party leadership seems to be giving Republican National Committee Chair Michael Steele a free pass for the disdainful remark he uttered earlier this month at a University of Arkansas at Little Rock political forum, saying:

“Trust me, after taxes, a million dollars is not a lot of money.”

Since when is a million dollars NOT a lot of money?  And why isn’t the Democratic National Committee hammering Michael Steele the same way Republican 527’s “swift-boated” John Kerry in 2004?

Aren’t Democrats aware that less than ½ of 1% of U.S. families have an annual income of one millions dollars or more?

To put that statistic into perspective, 99.5% of all Americans don’t make a million dollars!  Seems to me the winning strategy is to target that demographic, leaving the very small group of economic royalists who believe a million dollars is not a lot of money to the Republicans.  
      
Politics was one of the lifelong interests of the Irish poet William Butler Yeats.  Although the events that most affected him occurred nearly a century ago, his resonant phrases capture the essence of today’s toxic political atmosphere perhaps better than any current media commentator:

· “Things fall apart; the centre cannot hold” – Illustrating Yeats’ prescient words has been the loss of Ted Kennedy’s Senate seat as well as the announcements by Sen. Evan Bayh and Byron Dorgan, Rep. Patrick Kennedy and other Democratic legislators that they’re not running for reelection this year, further fractionalizing the moderate center.  

· “The best lack all conviction, while the worst
Are full of passionate intensity” – Hard to imagine a more scathing, dramatic and right-on-the-money contrast between the often weak-kneed Democratic majority in Congress and the rabid right-wing confederation that’s emerged of angry tea party protestors, Palinesque demagogues, and the vitriolic media hate machine that keeps denigrating President Obama. 

    --- Poetry quotes excerpted from “THE SECOND COMING”, William Butler Yeats

President Barack Obama has been able to accomplish a great deal during his first year in office.  As Chairman of the Democratic National Committee Gov. Tim Kaine explains, our economy has been pulled back from the brink of collapse under President Obama’s leadership … financial institutions and investment markets have been stabilized … troops are being withdrawn from Iraq and shifted to Afghanistan … women’s right to equal pay in the marketplace has been secured … and America’s stature in the world community has been improved. 

Because of the misplaced emphasis that was placed on changing the culture of Washington to achieve bipartisan cooperation, as well as Congress’s inability to pass health care reform legislation during his first year, President Obama is being criticized by his former supporters along with his avowed opponents for his leadership failure.

Is that criticism fair?  Undoubtedly, he could have provided stronger and clearer leadership to Congress on health care reform.  But as some point out, if he had done that he might have been criticized for “acting like a dictator” – an epithet that’s often been used to de-legitimize leaders.
Unfortunately, in the words of the old Canon camera ads, “Image Is Everything!”  That’s truer than ever with the hyper-partisanship that’s emerged in the Internet Age.  The Obama team was very successful in creating a remarkably effective campaign image for their candidate in 2008.  Now their job is to craft a compelling “governing” image for Obama in 2010. 




“The news from the heath care front lately is bleak:  a federal study showing a huge estimated increase in health care spending in 2009, and Anthem Blue Cross announcing plans for a 39 % hike in some premiums.”
“Why can we not take the lesson offered by these news items that the health care plan passed by the House or Senate would help to address these problems.”

“Anthem’s problem is that healthy folks are dropping insurance – and thus changing the risk pool.  This illustrates clearly why mandates are needed to ensure that everyone carry insurance and minimize the risks of the whole pool and help to hold premiums down for everyone.”

“We cannot stay with the status quo.  If we continue to delay or if we start over as the GOP leadership keeps insisting, then health care costs could nearly double by 2019.  As a country or as individuals, we cannot afford that.  Health care costs have to be addressed.  I agree with President Barack Obama that Congress needs to finish the job.  We need health care reform now.”

     -- Wanda Schwerer, Belleair Beach   (St Petersburg Times, 2/12/10) 
            

President Barack Obama has been able to accomplish a great deal 

Football and politics have many things in common.  They are full-contact, zero-sum contests, where the side with the best game plan, the best organization and best execution will typically prevail.

The factor that separated the victorious New Orleans Saints from the favored Indianapolis Colts in the Super Bowl is the lesson Florida Democrats – particularly those in Pinellas County – need to learn.  To win, you can’t play it safe (or hope low-probability 50-yard field goal attempts succeed).  You’ve got to probe for an opponent’s weakness.  Then go for the jugular. 

That’s what the Saints did with the daring on-side kick they surprised the Colts with to open the second half.  It worked.  And it was the key play that catapulted the Saints into the lead.  That’s what Pinellas Democrats need to do in order to reverse the trend of Republicans winning local races.  

  --- “The Second Coming”, William Butler Yeats        

From Pensacola to Key West, thousands of grassroots activists as well as numerous state and federal office-holders braved the sharp winds and unseasonable cold on Saturday, February 13 to join hands in “Hands Across The Sand” – a dramatic statewide protest against the potential economic and environmental damage to Florida’s pristine beaches that offshore oil drilling is likely to create. 

Tourism is Florida’s #1 industry, its main source of revenue.   Its impact on the Florida economy is an estimated $65.5 billion dollars annually.  Yet the economic benefits that tourism generates are being dangerously threatened by legislative proposals in Tallahassee that will give a green light to offshore oil and gas exploration in the Gulf of Mexico.  
In the words of one beach business owner:  “We do not want offshore oil drilling.  Our clientele are the people visiting our beautiful beaches.  If we ran the risk of ruining our water and our beaches, we’d be shooting ourselves in the foot.”

 Our thanks go out to two of the leading “Hands Across The Sand” organizers, Sierra Club conservation chairs Cathy Harrelson and Pat Kiesylis, as well as to the thousands of volunteers who stood, hand-in-hand, to affirm the goal of protecting Florida’s shorelines, our tourism, beachfront business and properties, and the extraordinary quality of life we enjoy here.

The positive energy demonstrated by the “Hands Across The Sands” protest echoed the themes of hope and change that led to President Obama’s resounding victory in 2008.
Now Pinellas Democrats need to figure out how to channel this energy to enable the Party and its candidates to prevail in 2010.  

Give Independents A Primary Vote
“The article about Gov. Charlie Crist finding himself in the underdog position for the upcoming US Senate race provides another illustration of why independents should be allowed to vote in Florida primaries.”

“The Tea Party movement and the far right wing of the Republican Party do not want moderates in their party, so they’ve fired up the ideological base to dispose of Crist and his moderate appeal.  And yet Crist would probably crush Rubio in a general election.”

“Most voters tend to be centrists, yet we keep getting fewer and fewer moderates in today’s government.  Which is why Congress is chronically stalemated.”

“If independents were allowed to vote in primary elections for both parties, perhaps we wouldn’t get the extremes from either party, but more balanced, pragmatic candidates who could work with either side.”

              -- George Chase, St Pete Beach   (St Petersburg Times, 2/7/10)
Independents Should NOT Have A Primary Election Voice
“The letter-writer wants self-proclaimed independents to be allowed to vote in primary elections for both parties.”

“If any independent wishes to do so, the solution is really quite simple – just register as a member of the political party the candidate they favor belongs to.  This enables previously independent voters to have a voice in the primary election process.”

“Voters are free to support any candidate they want in a general election, regardless of whether they are registered as an independent or as a member of a specific party.  And they are free to switch their party affiliation before each primary election season if they so choose.”

“But opening a primary election to independents and other non-party members invites potential mischief-makers to organize efforts to defeat one party’s potentially strong candidate in order to increase the chance of victory for the opposing party’s nominee.”

“That is an unacceptable outcome for any fair-minded person.  That, in combination with the proposition that party members – not outsiders – ought to be able to select the nominees they prefer is why I believe independents should NOT have a voice in the primary election process.”

“After all, they choose to identify themselves as independents rather than partisans.  There is a cost associated with that choice!”

                               -- Hal Alterman, Clearwater  (St Petersburg Times, 2/13/10)

1.            Please pay your 2010 membership dues.  

2.            The club voted to donate $200.00 to the St Petersburg Dream Center for Haitian earthquake relief.  Individual members donated an additional $140.00.

3.            We are planning a low-cost, low-level of effort Picnic for our members and guests.  It will be at Bay Pines during Memorial Day weekend. 

4.            If you would like to donate clothing or personal hygiene items to Haitian earthquake relief, please bring your donation to the March meeting.

-- Jack Killingsworth, President   (727) 595-7878


Our Guest Speaker, George Niemann, from the Florida Hometown Democracy movement, will speak in support of Constitutional Amendment # 4.
Florida Hometown Democracy is a non-partisan, grassroots group that got over 1 million signatures from Florida voters to put Amendment #4 on the November 2010 ballot.
In the words of one op-ed columnist:  “Amendment #4 is simply the Florida residents’ modern Declaration of Independence.”

Its goal is to make representative government more “representative” by giving local citizens both a voice and a vote in a community’s growth decisions.  
Currently, elected city and county commissioners have the exclusive power to make changes in a community’s comprehensive long-term master plan.  Unfortunately, the all-too-frequent result is developers making the major decisions relating to community growth.  And elected officials rubberstamping them.

Amendment #4 proposes a new paradigm to check uncontrolled development in Florida.  If it is passed, it will require localities to first obtain approval by local voters before any changes to that community’s Comprehensive Land Use Plan can be enacted.

Is Florida Hometown Democracy a good idea?  And should Floridians vote “Yes” when Hometown Democracy’s Amendment #4 appears on ballot this November?  We expect a lively discussion by our Club members and guests on these questions.
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“IMAGE IS EVERYTHING”








   CLUB ANNOUNCEMENTS --- by Jack Killingsworth





  Democrats Know Procedural Tricks, Too








 		   What Democrats Can Learn


 	      From the New Orleans Saints 








  Words of Injunction from Garrison Keillor ….


  “GET TO WORK, DEMOCRATS!” 





 		          Yeats Saw It Coming!








 		Should Independents Vote


 			 In Party Primaries? 


       Two Letter-Writers Offer Their Opposing Views


  





 Best Reason For Americans To Distrust


Republicans & RNC Chair Michael Steele








       “Filibuster Is Fouling The System”         


Letter of the Month: By SPDC Board Member FRANK LUPO








 		Good News For Charlie Justice








“IMAGE IS EVERYTHING”








 		   “IMAGE  IS  EVERYTHING”








 “Hands Across The Sand” Recaptures the


  Positive Energy that Led to Victory in ‘08








       “We Can’t Afford The Status Quo”        


  DEC Activist WANDA SCHWERER’s Notable Health Care Letter








“A CHOICE, NOT AN ECHO!”





         Next Meeting:   Wednesday, March 3, 2010	  


     Piccadilly Cafeteria  –  Social Time at 6:30 pm  –  Meeting at 7 pm


 Program Topic: Hometown Democracy – Amendment #4


  











