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Loyal Democrats Swinging
  Senate Election To Rubio
As the St Petersburg Times reports: “Marco Rubio is now the undisputed front-runner in the U.S. Senate race.”
“The four latest polls in Florida show Rubio with a double-digit lead over Charlie Crist … the average has Republican Rubio with 41% support, nonpartisan Crist with 30% and Democrat Kendrick Meek with 21%”.   (9/19/2010)
The message these polls are delivering to Florida Democrats is very clear – unless Democrats choose to act strategically instead of robotically by dramatically shifting their support from Kendrick Meek to Charlie Crist, Florida’s next U.S. Senator will be right-wing hero Marco Rubio!
Many leading Democrats such as State Committewoman Linda Lucas loyally support Meek – in her words, “Meek has been in Pinellas asking for our vote, being accessible for questions, stating outright his positions on choice, offshore drilling and support for President Obama.” 
But far more Floridians view Meek negatively.  A recent Rasmussen survey found that only 45% of likely voters have a “favorable” impression of Meek, compared to the 46% who rate him “unfavorably”.
Gov. Crist, on the other hand, proved to be a strong and valiant defender of “Democratic values”.  He vetoed two hyper-partisan Florida legislative bills – SB-6 (which tried to undermine teacher tenure) and HB-1143 (which mandated invasive, intrusive pre-abortion procedures).
Crist also deserves credit for calling a special legislative session to ban offshore drilling which Republicans short-circuited.  Democrats need to reward Crist’s forthright actions by supporting his U.S. Senate bid!

   
The Republican Right continues to have great success labeling Democratic Party principles and programs with such derisive and potentially incendiary terms as “Class Warfare”, “Less Government”, “Socialism”, “Share The Wealth”, and “Tax and Spend Liberals”.
Unfortunately, Democrats often have no counter.  Our candidates will often string together a litany of programs and proposals – such as, protect Social Security, support middle-class values and middle-class tax cuts, affordable health care for all, etc.

But surprisingly, Democrats have not been able to present these positions in a dramatic, dynamic, and thematically unifying way.
One possibility for a unifying Democratic Party theme might be: “Make American Families Economically Safe and Secure!”

In addition to embracing  jobs, government stimulus plans, Social Security protection, health care and unemployment compensation, the words Safety and Security have a significant political impact, too.
They provide a thematic launching pad to discuss the Democratic Party’s position on issues that matter the most to the average voter.

If Pinellas Democrats (and their candidates) want to change the paradigm this election season, I suggest they adopting a thematic phrase such as “Make American Families Economically Safe and Secure!” in order to maximize the positive spin for Democratic Party principles and programs among both progressives and independents.

Appearing on CBS’s “Face The Nation” on Sept. 19th, former President Bill Clinton said that the Democratic Party should concentrate on fixing the stalled economy and selling that message to voters:
“Democrats should focus (on the economy) … We only get hired when the country’s in a mess.  So the Democrats should focus on what we’re going to do.” 

   

A concern I’ve heard voiced by some very astute Tampa Bay political professionals is that the apathy shown by local Democrats this campaign season may override the registration advantage that Democrats enjoy.
Confirming this concern are the very interesting results revealed in recent surveys conducted across the country by CNN and Time Magazine. 
In some polls, “Likely Voters” are the survey universe.  Others poll “Registered Voters”.  What makes the CNN/Time surveys unique is that they polled both groups.  And the differences between these groups was very dramatic … as well as a real downer for Democratic candidates and their strategists in Colorado, Nevada, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin.
In Colorado, incumbent Senator Michael Bennet (D) has a narrow lead among registered voters, but when a screen of “likely” voters is applied, Tea Party-backed Republican Joe Buck enjoys a 5-point edge.

In Nevada, Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid (D) appears to have a comfortable 8-point margin when registered voters comprise the sample.   But the result is dramatically different when likely voters are surveyed, with Tea Party favorite Sharron Angle (R) narrowly ahead.

Joe Sestak (D) and Pat Toomey (R) are in a statistical dead heat among registered voters in Pennsylvania.  But among likely voters, Toomey surges to a significant 5-point advantage (49% to 44%).

And among registered Wisconsin voters, progressive icon Russ Feingold (D) narrowly leads right-wing newcomer Ron Johnson.  But when likely voters are the survey universe, Johnson (R) tops Feingold by a surprisingly wide 6-point margin (51% to 45%).
Here are the CNN/Time Survey findings:
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“Polls show that a majority of Americans are opposed to maintaining tax breaks for the rich.”
“This is no time for Democrats to play it safe:  If the midterm election were held today, they would lose badly.”

“They need to highlight their differences with the GOP – and it’s hard to think of a better place for them to take a stand than on the issue of big giveaways to Wall Street and corporate CEO’s.”

“It’s time for Democrats to take a stand, and say no to GOP blackmail.”   
--  Paul Krugman   (St Petersburg Times, Sept 20, 2010) 
       
Democratic insiders and political pundits may deride Delaware Tea Party favorite Christine O’Donnell as “unqualified” and “a clown”.
But by decisively defeating sitting Congressman Mike Castle in a U.S. Senate primary, O’Donnell did something that no Pinellas Democrat has been able to accomplish in more than 40 years – beat a Republican Congressman in an election!

How did O’Donnell do it?  In a CNN Election Night interview, she said “Voters are craving candidates who stand for something!”

That was the game-changing difference in the 2008 Presidential race – ultimately, Obama was perceived by the nation as standing for something (“Change You Can Believe In”), while John McCain was not.

You’d have thought Obama’s sweeping victory had sharply fixed this concept into Democrats’ belief system.  However, it’s not clear that it has.
 

“Anyone who writes as a medical doctor has the obligation to write without prejudice, and when speaking scientifically, must show the proof, nor moral but scientific proof, that what he says is correct, and can be shown to be correct by unbiased observation.”

 “When a physician says, ‘Based on scientific evidence, not religious prejudices, embryonic stem cell research destroys human life,’ he MUST show the unbiased source of his statement, and show that it is not the result of his religious beliefs.  Who defines life?”

“The letter writer claims that because DNA at fertilization contains the sequences of adenine, thymine, cytosine and guanine, which have the potential to become a human being, it must be accorded the same rights as a living, already born, human being.”

“This is a dangerous road to go down.  Horses, dogs, turtles, and even roaches have the same four DNA components, but in different sequences.”

“It should be remembered that this is his genuinely held opinion to which he has a definite right.”

“My opinion is that if there is a chance to regenerate a cut spinal cord, or heal a Parkinson’s Disease victim, or any number of other ailments in those already born, loved, suffering, and thinking, it should be pursued with all speed.”

“It is not a ‘plague of unused embryos’ but a rich scientific treasure that could do wonders for our health and that of generations to come.”

“Not using these soon-to-be-discarded embryos for research is what I consider immoral.”

 -- Lois Fries, Retired Registered Nurse   (St Petersburg Times, 9/11/10)
        

The Democrats’ candidate for Governor, Alex Sink, is leading Republican Rick Scott by 47% to 40% according to the latest Mason-Dixon Research Poll (9/20-22).

A major reason for Sink’s polling lead is the 16-percentage point margin she currently enjoys among Independent voters.  Sink is also winning big among women.  And she’s running strongly in both voter-rich Southeast Florida and here in the Tampa Bay area.

Mason-Dixon’s Brad Coker says:  “the race will largely boil down to whether voters cast their ballots on issues or if they vote on personal character.”
If personal character is the criterion, Sink – who is seen favorably by a 44% to 23% margin – has an enormous advantage.
But Republicans are trying to change that dynamic by linking Sink to President Obama’s increasingly unpopular agenda.  And they’re running ads suggesting Sink is a poor money manager who is responsible for the state retirement fund’s investment losses.
Democrats need to keep the focus on character and integrity so that Sink can win!
      
       
1.            We need to find another place to meet starting in January.  Another place may also mean another meeting day.  The Piccadilly has asked for a $250.00/meeting food purchase guarantee. 

2.            A Nominating Committee for our Club Election in February of Officers and Directors is being formed.   If you are willing to serve on this important committee, please let me know.

3.            Democratic Club members and precinct leaders throughout the county are doing literature drops.  I need volunteers from our Club to do literature drops in precincts near the Piccadilly.  We'll include invitations to attend our club meetings.

4.            Our Club Vice President, Bob Hitchens, is sponsoring GOTV phone banks at his law office.  If you can help call Democrats, please contact Bob or me.


OCTOBER 2010 .. (6 pgs) .. Written & Edited by HAL  ALTERMAN 





























    Embryonic Stem Cell Research:


 		   “A Scientific Treasure”


 – LOIS FRIES’ powerful response to a previously published SPT letter (“An immoral use of human life”)    

















 NEXT MEETING:  Wed, October 6, 2010 





 Piccadilly Cafeteria  –  1900 34th Street N,  St Petersburg, FL 


         Social Time at 6:30 pm  ––  Meeting at 7 pm


 


PROGRAM:   All Democratic candidates are invited


 to stop by and chat.   Some have other commitments


and cannot stay long.   Please come early! 








      


  





  Is Democratic Apathy


 The Republicans’ Secret Weapon?











“A Majority of Americans are Opposed


 to Maintaining Tax Breaks for the Rich”  


   -- Syndicated NY Times Columnist Paul Krugman




















  CLUB ANNOUNCEMENTS 


      ---   by Club President Jack Killingsworth








 BILL CLINTON Says: “Democrats Should


     Focus On What We’re Going To Do” 








   ALEX SINK NEEDS OUR SUPPORT! 


	 














“Voters Are Craving Candidates


    Who Stand For Something!”











  “Make American Families


    Economically Safe & Secure”























