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Voters Need to Hold FL 
  Legislators Accountable!
When the Republican-dominated Florida Legislature cut short the special session called by Gov. Charlie Crist this summer, their purpose was to embarrass the Governor and undercut his Senate candidacy.

By refusing to allow the voters of Florida to cast a ballot in favor of a Constitutional Amendment banning offshore oil drilling in state waters, these legislators brazenly robbed the people of Florida of their voice.
Democratic candidates, particularly those for the Florida House and Senate, need to stand up and remind voters that the Republican legislator representing their district voted to DENY you, the people of Florida, a voice on this issue!
The Republican legislators who voted to adjourn immediately rather than address this critical issue should be held accountable for their vote.

Fortunately, both Organizing for America (OFA) and the Florida Democratic Party recognize that fact.  That’s why they’ve joined forces to form the Campaign for Accountability for the 2010 elections.

The central premise of the Campaign for Accountability is to shine a bright light on the self-serving culture of corruption in Tallahassee (the former Chair of the Florida Republican Party and former Speaker of the FL House have been criminally indicted) … as well as on the Republican majority’s legislative trickery (sneaking funds for a $48M courthouse into a transportation bill) and continually kowtowing to special interests. 
One of this campaign’s key organizers is Rich Piper, President of the Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club (he’s also a SPDC Board Member).  They’ve got a winning message. Let’s step up & help them deliver it!  
   
The most recent Quinnipaic University Poll shows that Alex Sink is now Florida voters’ #1 choice for Governor.  According to the Poll’s Peter Brown:  “Ms. Sink has obviously benefited from all those negative ads that have gone on between Scott and McCollum.”

Accentuating that point is Republican nominee Rick Scott’s “upside down” favorability ratings -- 40% of voters view him negatively and only 28% favorably.  Alex Sink strongly echoes this deep voter dissatisfaction:

 “I’m fed up with the lack of leadership, partisanship and absence of direction … the bickering and personal attacks.”  
Floridians are tired of personal attacks.  They want solutions to our economic problems.  That’s why so many are now switching to Alex Sink. 

       
According to classic Psychology texts, the most difficult choice to resolve is an “avoidance-avoidance” conflict.
Unfortunately, that was the unsavory choice registered Democrats were faced with after the unremittingly negative and overwhelmingly toxic campaigns that both Congressman Kendrick Meek and billionaire investor Jeff Greene ran leading up to the August 24 US Senate Primary.

Neither one seemed capable of framing their candidacy in positive terms.  In fact, when Meek was challenged during a televised debate to state something major he accomplished during his eight years in the House, he was able only to sputter empty platitudes.

Fortunately, just days later, a Nancy Pelosi robo-call corrected the record by accentuating the leading role Meek played in funding Florida KidCare and passing significant Children’s Health Care legislation.
Political operatives like Tampa’s Ana Cruz also signaled strongly to party loyalists that Meek still enjoyed the support of the Democratic organization.  Then Bill Clinton sealed the deal, bestowing his star power on Meek’s candidacy in a number of high-profile South Florida events.  
As a result, the overwhelming majority of late-deciding Primary voters (more than 30% in some polls) gave their support to Meek.  Will he be able to duplicate that late surge against his popular and extremely charismatic Senate opponents -- Gov Charlie Crist and Marco Rubio?
That’ll be a much harder task than toppling Jeff Greene.
 
In response to the question as to why so many middle and lower class voters consistently vote against their own interests:
Education.   We are not educating the public.  We are allowing the right wing to flood the public stage with their propaganda, while we are virtually voiceless.  We don't even have the "Fairness Doctrine" with which to counter the greatest lies. For instance, if someone is unaware of MSNBC, then they are unaware of the consistency of FOX's lies.
The (alleged) leadership of our populist cause (Democratic leadership) is cowed and silenced, as the Shirley Sherrod case so glaringly showed. FOX News blares from televisions in government offices everywhere, even at the VA. Why doesn't our Democratic Administration refuse Murdoch the stage, as General McChrystal did in Afghanistan? But, better yet, why doesn't the Administration have MSNBC on every TV under its control?
Regardless of the media, the single most glaring failure of all of us to the left of the GOP, is that of education.

Everywhere you look, over the years starting with Reagan, right wing propaganda blares.  Airwaves, newspapers and most magazines echo the message of their rich owners.  School boards and local governments are plagued with "non-partisanship", which is nothing but a GOP smokescreen used to equate the parties while stifling left-wing dissent.

The DLC sold out to the big money, and the door was open to the destruction of everything the early progressives and FDR had done for the common man.  The current rumblings from the right on cutting Social Security proves they are trying to return to the Gilded Age, and aside from a few notable progressives, moderate Democrats, are silent. 




      
       -- Article continues on next page –

Thus, everything protecting 90% of the people from the systematic economic attack of the top 10% has been or is being dismantled, and all with the help of a significant portion of the populace who have been misinformed. 
This right-wing electorate pridefully votes against its own interests.  Now the Republicans are suggesting cutting the deficit (economic insanity in times of such high unemployment) by cutting Social Security benefits!  How many right-wingers will be voting against their own retirement security?
THIS BRINGS US TO OUR MAJOR FAILURE:   We’re not educating the public to the truth.   Even as our schools teach virtually no civics or any balanced political history, thanks to ‘non-partisan’ curriculum, we progressives have not filled the gap.
We must educate.  Somehow, we have to instill curiosity and critical thinking into the noggins of our otherwise intellectually lethargic children. 
It will be a long haul, even if we get grassroots and other local political institutions involved.
We must get the left to realize it has to educate the public, or face oligarchy.      --   Submitted by Progressive Activist Chris Brudy

"If they (Republicans) want to block a tax cut for 98 percent of the American people in order to preserve a $700 billion tax cut for the wealthiest 2 percent, I'd say 'Let's have that fight’.   I can't believe at the end of the day that they would do that.”     --  Senior White House Advisor David Axelrod 

Well-respected, long-time St Petersburg Democratic Club Board Member Glenn Moon is strongly opposed to Hometown Democracy’s Amendment 4.  He believes, as do St Petersburg City Councilman Karl Nurse and DEC activist Arlin Briley (see his letter below), that zoning and land use decisions are too complex for referendums, and ought to be left for knowledgeable officials to determine.

However, elected officials do not always act in the public’s best interest on growth management issues.  In 2009, the Florida Legislature passed Senate Bill 360, which gutted the state’s growth management laws by exempting developers from paying for the impact their projects have on local roads.

That was an outrageous giveaway!  Amendment 4 is the attempt by grassroots activists to regain some control over growth management decisions.
The following two Letters-to-the-Editor illuminate both sides of this issue:

 
“The St Petersburg Times editorial (‘Decoy plan is insult to voters’) and Howard Troxler’s column (‘Another scheme to defy the voters’) gets it wrong in seeing as ‘sneaky’ St Petersburg City Council member Karl Nurse’s responsible effort to create a workable land use plan.”

“If Amendment 4 passes, every municipality and county will need to have a master plan like the one Nurse proposes, one that describes what sorts of development is allowed in what districts, and which can only be amended with the voters’ approval.”

“Clearly, the ‘Comprehensive Land Use Plan’ needs to be at an appropriate level, and not encompass every last detail.  Karl Nurse and other city leaders are working to give voters the master plan they will need should Amendment 4 be approved.”

“Nurse’s effort is vindicated by the response from the Hometown Democracy lawyer Ross Burnaman, who stated about the city effort, ‘It’s so far from legal reality that I’m not even concerned by it’.”

“The voters should be very concerned by this, because it indicates that, yes, every last detail (such as sidewalk widths) will be subject to full-blown elections and/or litigation.”

“The Karl Nurse plan is a model for every Florida city, and it should be saluted and promulgated to every municipality.”

    -- DEC Activist Arlin Briley, St Petersburg   (St Petersburg Times, 7/25/10)
 
“The city of St Petersburg’s efforts to subvert the rights of voters by creating a ‘decoy’ land use plan make the case for why Floridians need to pass Florida Hometown Democracy Amendment 4 on the statewide ballot Nov. 2.”

 “Our homes and our communities are too important to leave in hands of politicians and lobbyists – that much is clear.”

“As your editorial noted, ‘The public’s deep distrust of government helped fuel Amendment 4, the so-called Hometown Democracy initiative on the November ballot.  St Petersburg is only feeding that distrust with a deceitful maneuver designed to circumvent residents’ voting rights if Amendment 4 becomes part of the Florida Constitution’.”

“We watch these political shenanigans over and over!  The solution is Amendment 4 because it will give citizens new power to veto or approve politicians’ votes on land use.”

“We are the ones who pay for the police, fire, roads, schools, sewer and water services for new development.  If we have to pay, we should get a vote.”

“As you said in your editorial, the city’s attempt to ‘subvert the voters’ wishes only further convinces the public that they were right to distrust government in the first place’.”

“If you agree, join us in Hometown Democracy Amendment 4 – a nonpartisan citizen’s reform movement.  Learn more at www.florida-hometowndemocracy.com.”

    —  Amendment 4 Supporter George Niemann  (St Petersburg Times, 7/25/10)
      THE FOLLOWING PAGE HIGHLIGHTS

TWO CONTRASTING VIEWS AS TO WHETHER

  A TRIUMPHALIST MOSQUE OUGHT TO BE 

    ALLOWED TO BE BUILT NEAR GROUND ZERO:

“A 13-story mosque and Islamic cultural center planned for a site near Ground Zero is at best inappropriate and at worst an attempt to hijack the memory of the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks … it’s a sign of cultural weakness that Americans are afraid to say no to a mosque on the most prominent site of jihadist victory in the United States.” 


“There were some unfortunate letters published in the St Petersburg Times which spoke fervently against building a mosque near ground zero, and about prejudice suffered by other religions in Muslim countries.”

“My question to the writers of those letters, and to all the other ‘patriotic’ citizens who feel this way, is:  Exactly what does freedom of religion mean to you?”

“This is one of the most basic rights guaranteed to us in the Constitution.  It does not say, ‘Except when you’re a Muslim.’  Do not forget that many Muslims lost their lives on 9/11 as well.”   Editors Note:  Among the Muslims who lost their lives on 9/11 were those who violently commandeered and flew the planes that destroyed the twin towers.
“My understanding is that the property is owned by the Muslim group that wants to set up the mosque.  It is their private property.  Should we take that away too?  This is a moderate Muslim group that has lived and worshipped here for many years, peacefully, and wants to build a community center.  They are Americans.  They are the kind of Muslims we should encourage and welcome.”
“I will not compare our Bill of Rights to freedoms offered by other religions in Dubai, Yemen, Egypt or Iran.  I am an American.  I do not want to emulate their culture.”

“I am grateful every day that I was born here, and that I understand my rights and those of other Americans, no matter what their religion (or lack of one) is.”                   —  Lois Fries, Largo   (St Petersburg Times, 8/13/10)
             
Democrats have many 2010 general election challenges, including Amendments to the State Constitution to ensure Fair Congressional and Legislative Districts, Home Town Democracy, and Class Size again; and the election of a Democratic Governor and a Democratic Cabinet, a U S Senator, as well as State Representatives and State Senators.
 Both the Florida Democratic Party and local chapters of Organizing for America are marshaling forces in support of the statewide Democratic candidates.  

Many of you have favorite issues and favorite candidates that you’ll be supporting.  Please remember that our club is dedicated to electing local Democrats.  Our outstanding State Representatives, Janet Long and Bill Heller, need our help this year more than ever.

     
       --  Jack Killingsworth

President, St Petersburg Democratic Club     (727)  595-7878


The St Petersburg Democratic Club’ annual LABOR DAY PICNIC is coming.  As always, it will feature our Club's famous Sliced Grilled Marinated Flank Steak … a bevy of political candidates … plenty of interesting political discussions, too!
Admission is $10.00

WHEN:    Monday, September 5, 2010 from 11:00 AM until 3:00 PM

WHERE:  War Veterans Memorial Park, Shelter 2  

           

 9600 Bay Pines Boulevard
            

 St Petersburg, FL 33708 
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  JUST SAY NO TO GROUND ZERO MOSQUE!


      -- Quoted from a Washington Times Editorial:














  “Ploy Shows Need for Amendment 4”


              -- Amendment 4 Supporter George Niemann














“In This Country We Have Freedom of Religion”


     -- Letter to the Editor Submitted by DEC Activist Lois Fries











 NEXT MEETING:  Wed, September 1, 2010


   Piccadilly Cafeteria  –  1900 34th Street N,  St Petersburg, FL


       Social Time at 6:30 pm  ––  Meeting at 7 pm


 Program: Rally supporting our targeted Democratic State Representatives, Janet Long and Bill Heller.  The Republicans will be trying very hard and spending a lot of money to take these seats.  We need to defend them.   








      


  








“Why Do So Many Middle- and Lower-Class


  Voters Vote Against Their Own Interests?” 


 --- By Progressive Activist Chris Brudy











 White House Senior Advisor David Axelrod


 		   Welcomes Tax Cut Fight




















CLUB ANNOUNCEMENTS – LABOR DAY PICNIC








“Middle & Lower-Class Voters Vote Against Their Own Interests …”(Cont.) – by Chris Brudy











   		  “VIEW FROM THE GAVEL” 


	 ---   by Club President Jack Killingsworth 














   Bill Clinton & Nancy Pelosi Enable


    Kendrick Meek to Escape Defeat








“Model Plan”-- Amendment 4 Opponent Arlin Briley











     ALEX SINK’S ON-TARGET MESSAGE!














Why Are Pinellas Democrats So Fearful


 Of The “Will Of The People”? 


 


    











