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  ARE GOV. RICK SCOTT’S 

  ARROGANT ACTIONS ALIENATING
  FLORIDA’S MAINSTREAM VOTERS?

Republican candidates in Florida swept to victory in 2919 by framing the election cycle as a referendum on President Obama and his policies.  


Now, by embracing the Tea Party’s narrow, mean-spirited agenda, Gov. Rick Scott is presenting Democrats with the opportunity to regain lost ground in 2012 by attracting the mainstream Florida voters who are becoming increasingly appalled by Governor Scott’s arrogant actions.


In the words of Florida Democratic Party Chair Rod Smith: “Rick Scott is assaulting our middle class with union-busting measures that genuinely hurt working Floridians and their families.”

 “Since he took office, Floridians have seen that Rick Scott only cares about imposing his rigid and extreme philosophy on our state, rather than working to implement common sense solutions for Florida.”
“Whether he is killing high-speed rail, proposing his spending plan that would lay off 20,000 teachers, or putting communities at risk by ending critical law enforcement tools to stop pill-mills, Rick Scott's agenda is doing real harm to our state.”
“Rather than working to improve the quality of living in our state, Rick Scott prefers to simply bully teachers, firefighters, police officers and other public servants.  Rather than working to create jobs, Scott is more interested in attacking government than attacking the many problems our state faces.” 



Let’s follow Rod Smith’s lead by providing voters with a compelling alternative to Gov. Rick Scott’s arrogant attitudes and misguided actions.          

“Your governor – I don’t know him – but I don’t get it.”

“You had the chance.  You were the best situated of all the states in the country to put a truly high-speed line from Tampa through Orlando that would have made money.”


“Even if you were doubtful, I don’t understand how in this economy in Florida you could walk away from 24,000 high-paying jobs.”       -- VP Joe Biden, in Tampa  (St Petersburg Times, 3/24/11)


Rick Scott vowed to make Florida the “number one state for job creation” during his successful campaign for Governor.  He accentuated this theme in his first State of the State speech, promising to make Florida “a national model for job creation”.  But the reality of Rick Scott’s actions is far different than his rhetoric.


The budget Scott submitted to the Florida Legislature for approval proposed the elimination of nearly 10,000 jobs from the state work force in a state where unemployment remains at about 12% -- the 3rd-highest rate in the nation!

Even more damaging to Florida’s economic vitality was Scott’s abrupt rejection of $2.4 billion in federal funding for a high-speed rail link from Tampa to Orlando, which would have created approximately 30,000 new jobs according to some estimates.

This arrogant action confounded even the new Chair of the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee, Republican John Mica, who said it “defies logic”  to cancel the project before the state had received bids from the eight multinational entities who had expressed interest in it.

In Mica’s words, “the federal government has done everything it can, including agreeing to put up 90% of the rail link’s financing.”


Sadly for Florida’s unemployed, the high-speed rail line could have been built relatively quickly, since the government already owns much of the right-of-way along the Interstate-4 route from Tampa to Orlando.      


To quote FDP Chair Rod Smith: “Gov. Scott’s jobs-killing budget … is a frontal assault on the quality of life of every Floridian.”
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On Tuesday, March 29th, Pinellas Democrats have scheduled a Jobs Rally on the Progress Energy Trail at US 19 and Enterprise Rd.  Its focus is: “Create good paying jobs with Open Trade with Cuba Now!  Trade with Central and South America.  Help Rebuild the Panama Canal.”
Amazingly, the position that Pinellas Democrats’ Rally organizers are taking is almost a mirror image of the policies advocated by the libertarian Cato Institute and being actively promoted by Florida’s radical right-wing Gov. Rick Scott, who earlier this month met with the President of Panama about the prospects for increased commerce through a free trade agreement and expansion of the Panama Canal.

Here’s how Scott described the meeting on his Facebook page: “(I) delivered the message that we are equipping Florida with the infra-structure necessary to handle the increase of trade that will come through the Canal – better positioning Florida to become the gateway to Latin America and beyond.”  (St Petersburg Times, 3/18/2011)
Although there are remarkable similarities between the DEC’s Job Rally and Rick Scott’s trade agenda, there are a few differences, too:
First, Scott’s trade mission is receiving very strong and visible support from local leaders and port executives across the state such as Tampa port director Richard Wainio.  Thus far, the Pinellas Democrats’ Rally organizers cannot claim any comparable endorsements.

Second, Gov. Scott told the Panamanian President that he and Florida’s representatives in Congress are working to get a free-trade agreement passed.  No mention was made about Cuba, which is the Pinellas Rally’s prime focus.  Perhaps that’s because U.S. trade with Cuba has been prohibited since 1962!

The embargo on trade with Cuba was extended by President Obama, who said:  “it was in the U.S. national interest to extend the ‘Trading with The Enemy Act’ which covers the embargo.”
Finally, Rally organizers are exhorting:  “Help Rebuild the Panama Canal.”  In 2006, Panamanian voters approved expanding the Canal to allow more and larger ships to transit.  The Canal Authority promised the construction will largely be done by newly-trained Panamanian workers.  If jobs are created here, won’t Scott, not Democrats, be the beneficiary?
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“Many business and civic leaders are disappointed Florida rejected money for the high-speed rail project – if only because it would have brought 24,000 good-paying jobs to the state.”

“In turning down $2.4 billion, Gov. Rick Scott cited cost.  He said Florida taxpayers would be forced to pay any overruns from the project.  It’s true:  High-speed rail is not cheap.  But most big projects worth investing in are not cheap.”

“What I and others told the governor was that Floridians wouldn’t be on the hook for any cost overruns or operating expenses associated with the train; private companies who support the high-speed rail line vowed to fund the state’s small share of the project.”

“I continue to believe it’s an opportunity to remake Florida’s transportation system, now comprised of a network of interstate highways that get clogged at rush hour and will only get worse over the next few years.  We can only add so many lanes and cars to our roadways.  And it looks like the sky’s the limit on gasoline prices, thanks in part to greedy speculators.”

“Meantime, high-speed rail has helped other countries be more competitive in the global economy.  I believe it would have been a major economic driver for Florida.”

“Let’s just hope a consortium of Florida cities along the proposed route is still able to successfully compete for some of the money – and jobs.  The deadline is April 4.
  -- By U.S. Senator Bill Nelson (D-FL), St. Petersburg Times, 3/16/2011


PCDEC Campaign Planning Committee Chair Paul Starr writes very informatively about Messaging on the “pinellasdemocrats.com” website.


He correctly emphasizes the fact that for Messaging to be effective, we Democrats must use OUR WORDS when we define (or “frame”) our issues and ideas, NOT the words or phrases of our Republican opponents

He also, when he recently addressed the Largo/Mid-Pinellas Club on this subject, mentioned the names of John F Kennedy and John Kerry – two iconic Massachusetts Senators who became Presidential candidates – in order to symbolize the difference between delivering a powerful and memorable “message”, and dryly outlining a series of prolix policy points.
When we hear JFK’s name, the image that comes to mind is a young, glamorous, charismatic leader who was tragically cut down in his prime.


The words we associate most closely with him are the stirring and inspirational words he closed his Inaugural speech with:  “Ask not what your country can do for you – ask what you can do for your country.”


Kerry, on the other hand, was indelibly branded by the Republican message-machine as a “flip-flopper.”  That charge was justified by using Kerry’s own words, which were captured on camera and constantly repeated in political commercials throughout the campaign:  “I actually did vote for the $87 billion before I voted against it.”   

The contrast in 2004 between Kerry’s infamous flip-flop and George W Bush’s continual refrain … “You know where I stand” … dramatized the difference between them, and likely gave the winning edge to Bush.


A more recent example of successful messaging was provided by the victorious 2008 Obama campaign.  Their compelling slogan … “Change You Can Believe In” … not only reflected Obama’s own transformational and charismatic persona, it also communicated the inspirational images of hope, aspirational equality and achievement his candidacy embodied.


What can we learn from these examples?  Brevity is important.  But memorability, repeatability and credibility are even more important.


Branding can be positive, as the winning Obama and Kennedy campaigns demonstrate.  But it can also be negative, where the words and phrases most associated with losing candidates such as John McCain (“Maverick”), John Kerry (“Flip-flopper”) and Al Gore (“Lockbox”) became national punch-lines.  That’s why it’s so important for Pinellas Democrats to choose wisely and well when we shape our 2012 Message!      

“After reviewing Gov. Rick Scott’s State of the State address and his budget, I simply ask:  What has the Republican Party really done for you, the middle class?”
“Consider that Scott wants to lay off 8,600 state employees, cut $1.7 billion from education, cut $1.4 billion in state workers’ retirement benefits, and eliminate income tax for corporations.”   

     -- By Matthew Mahoney, Clearwater  (St Petersburg Times, 3/13/2011)



Republican Gov. Scott Walker of Wisconsin recently won a legislative victory by signing a bill sharply restricting the collective bargaining rights of public employees.


Aiding Walker in what has become a nationwide Republican war on working families are right-wing political activists like Karl Rove, who announced he would be spending $750,000 in corporate money bashing unions and supporting Gov. Walker and his cohorts across the country in their attacks on public servants and their rights

Fortunately, the political action arm of “Democracy for America” is resisting.  They are running on-air ads and canvassing the streets to gather support for public employees.  So are organizations like Progress Florida, who led the attention-getting “Awake the State” rallies in 32 Florida cities.  Please give them all the help you can.


The Republican-dominated Florida House passed what many are calling a union-busting bill (HB 1021) on March 24th.  The bill ends the automatic payroll deduction of union dues from the paychecks of public employees and requires public employee unions to get written permission from members before their dues can be used for political contributions.

To quote Rep. Perry Thurston (D-Plantation):  “What is the true purpose of this legislation … It’s about silencing the unions.  And silencing the middle class.  When did individuals who want to participate in the process, middle-class citizens who want to participate in the process, when did they become public enemy number one?  They are not!”


Right-wing Governors and Legislatures in states like Wisconsin and Florida may be trying to cripple public employee unions in a variety of ways.

But polls all across the political spectrum are delivering a different message – a message that should hearten all Democrats.


These polls show that an overwhelming majority of Americans favor the right of public employee unions to bargain for Health Care Benefits, Pension & Retirement Benefits and Salary and Wages.  Here is a sampling of the results:


“The legislature in Wisconsin is seeking to reduce its budget deficit by passing a bill that would take away some of the collective bargaining rights of most public unions, including the state teachers’ union.  Would you favor or oppose such a bill in your state?”
 







       FAVOR

       OPPOSE

USA Today/Gallup Poll          (2/21/11)


33%


61%

“Do you think public employees who belong to a union should have the same right to bargain as employees who belong to a union and work for private companies?”









YES


NO

NBC News/Wall Street Journal Poll (2/24-28/11)
77%


19%

Fox News Poll
             (3/14-16/11)


69%


29%


“There is plenty to be concerned about in Florida today:  Gov. Rick Scott presented a budget and told the Legislature, ‘Just pass it’.”

“The Legislature approved a high-speed rail system, but Scott killed it even though reputable transportation consultants advised otherwise.”

“The governor promised more jobs.  The rail system would have created thousands of them.  Where are these jobs now?”

“Florida has a problem with the illegal use of prescription drugs.  A monitoring program was approved by the Legislature in 2009.  Scott has killed it despite being offered $1 million to help pay for it.”

“And don’t forget SB 736 and HB 7019, which affect our educators.  Instead of encouraging teachers to stay by focusing on positive aspects, these bills are demoralizing and will have a negative effect on our dedicated educators.  The Constitution says ‘We, The People’, but apparently in Tallahassee it is ‘Me, The Governor’!”

        -- By Marilyn Warner, Clearwater  (St Petersburg Times, 3/16/2011)

Florida State Senate Democratic Leader Nan Rich is described by her hometown Ft Lauderdale Sun-Sentinel as … “an unabashed South Florida liberal” … “a woman warrior” … and “the best person Democrats could have in the role of minority party leader”.
Here is Nan Rich’s very perceptive answer to the question posed to her in a recent Sun-Sentinel interview:  “Usually it’s the drama in Washington, DC that grabs attention, why should Floridians care about Tallahassee this year?”
 
“I believe what comes out of the Florida Legislature has more to do with the day-to-day lives of Floridians than what is coming out of Washington.”

“The governor's proposed budget has a $3.3 billion reduction in education, particularly in per-pupil funding for K-12 and universities.”

“There are tremendous cuts in health and human services.  People with disabilities — we're now talking about cutting provider rates significantly after cutting those rates for several years running. How much more can you cut and expect providers to be able to stay in business?”

“As I said, the lives of Floridians will be impacted. Pension revision obviously impacts many lives and asking people who for five years haven't received a raise from the Legislature to now take a 5 percent cut in essence by paying into their pension is kind of a tax on state employees. There are just so many impacts coming out of Tallahassee on Floridians.”
“As far as day to day living, I think what happens in Tallahassee affects people's lives.” 








    -- Ft Lauderdale Sun-Sentinel (2/25/2011)

“We hold these Truths to be self-evident, that all Men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness – That to secure these Rights, Governments are instituted among Men”
 -- Thomas Jefferson, The Declaration of Independence
The soaring words, stirring vision of liberty, and proud assertion of individual rights stated in the Declaration of Independence in 1776 have been a powerful inspiration to countless millions for more than 200 years.
Among them were the militant suffragists whose epic battle for equality culminated with ratification of the 19th Amendment in 1920.

But now, a bill (HB 1127) designed to trample a woman’s rights and impair her constitutional freedoms is moving towards passage in the Florida House.
This bill will require all women seeking an abortion to have an invasive ultrasound in the first trimester of their pregnancy, regardless of whether or not it is medically necessary.

Gov. Charlie Crist vetoed a similar bill last year.
Here are some of the statements being made by Democratic House members in their passionate defense of women’s rights:

 

Rep. Betty Reed (D-Tampa):  “I was around when abortions were not always safe.  I had a friend of mine pass away because of someone trying to give her an abortion.  I am the mother of five children.  So, personally, I don’t believe in abortions.  But I think women should have the right to do what they need to do with their bodies.  And I say to you guys, if you are going to make sure every woman has an ultrasound, and you think it is not invasive, well go and have a colonoscopy and come back and say ‘Oh, that was nothing,’ then we’ll talk about this bill again.” 


Rep. Scott Randolph (D-Orlando):  “I have heard many members of this Legislature complain about government coming between patients and a doctor, yet we have a bill here that mandates that government come between a patient and a doctor.   This bill is going to add costs, add difficulty and emotional trauma to thousands and thousands of women each year who want a pregnancy.”
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NOTE – Prosecutors may have dropped criminal charges against former House Speaker Ray Sansom because of limits that a judge placed on the permissibility of the evidence against him.  But the stain of corruption still remains.  This St Petersburg Times Editorial recounts the story:
“A former Florida college president has acknowledged the obvious:  He conspired with a high-ranking state legislator (Republican Ray Sansom, former House Speaker) to steal $6 million in state tax dollars to build an airplane hangar sought by a prominent Republican donor.”

 “Former Northwest Florida State College president Bob Richburg’s revelations come in exchange for avoiding prosecution … (but they) confirm what public records have long revealed about the 2007 deal.”
“As the St Petersburg Times’ Alex Leary reported, Sansom was the newly-minted House speaker in late 2008 when Richburg created for him an unadvertised, $110,000 part-time job at the college.”

“Leary eventually pieced together that Sansom had steered $35 million to the college in the previous two years as the House budget chief, including $6 million for a Destin airport building for the college that would have accommodated Odom’s planes.

“Now Richburg has admitted the entire ruse to avoid prosecution.  Richburg is no hero in this scandal, but his deal may be the price that has to be paid to send a message to Tallahassee that the pay-to-play culture has criminal consequences.”

“Some in Tallahassee, inured to the capital’s corrupt culture, have defended Sansom and argue that he has paid a price (relinquishing the speakership and resigning his House seat) for doing nothing more than what other lawmakers do to help their districts and benefactors.”
“Richburg’s testimony now lays bare a conspiracy to defraud taxpayers.”  

-- St. Petersburg Times (3/15/2011)
 

The billionaire Koch Brothers are one of the biggest right-wing Republican bankrollers and a major funding source for the current attacks on public servants in Wisconsin and around the country.
To learn more about them, just check out the following link:  http://kochbrothersexposed.com/.  You’ll find out what can be done to help expose the greed, corruption and the manipulation of our democratic political system by these secretive puppet-masters.  We need to be strong to prevail.

Please join the Democratic Women’s Club of Upper Pinellas and the growing number of fair-minded organizations across the country who are making the personal commitment to boycott the consumer products that Koch Industries produces, thereby withholding our money from these avaricious plutocrats who use it to fund their outrageous assaults on concept of Democracy in general and the middle class in particular.

Here is a list of Koch Brothers products: 

· Angel Soft toilet paper
· Brawny paper towels
· Dixie plates, bowls, napkins & cups
· Mardi Gras napkins and towels
· Quilted Northern toilet paper
· Soft 'n Gentle toilet paper
· Sparkle napkins
· Vanity fair napkins
· Zee napkins
· Georgia-Pacific paper products & envelopes
· All Georgia-Pacific lumber & building products
· INVISTA Products

· Lycra
· Stainmaster Carpet
· 
Thanks To All Who Helped Get Democrats Elected!  
When it's all said and done, while we certainly want to promote an environment of collegiality and education with our club, the bottom line is that we're about making St. Petersburg a better community for all by getting Democrats elected.

We had several victories in the recent municipals – 4 Democrats were either re-elected or took new seats – while several of our members were involved in insuring that Tampa was a Democratic clean sweep!  (Vital as the RNC is holding their national convention there in 2012)!
Many thanks to all who helped these great candidates!

Looking To The Future:  Elections & Building Our Organization

We'll be discussing the vital St. Pete city council elections coming up, and how we can build our membership.  An easy way is to bring a friend to our April meeting.

Help Us Make Sure We Pack The House

· Please plan on buying a little food to show solidarity with this locally-owned establishment.  

· If you bring a friend, I'll personally make sure their tab is covered.
· And please RSVP so we're sure to have enough space set aside.
· Also, if you can help make reminder calls to our membership list, please let me know now and I'll get you the numbers.  It's quick and easy to do if several of us work on this together, and the attendance rates will be substantially higher.
· Hope to see you Wed, 4-06!

Onward and upward,                                          Mike Fox, President   727-320-4502

   APRIL 2011  --  12 pgs  --   Written & Edited by HAL  ALTERMAN 


























   “Competing For Florida’s Jobs”


 This Letter to the Editor by US Sen. Bill Nelson


    Should Be A Call to Arms for All Democrats
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 America Supports Public Employees
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  Florida House Passes Union-Busting Bill


    

















  











  Rick Scott Is A Job-Killer,


 		 Not A Job-Creator!


    

















  











  Next Meeting:  Wednesday, April 6, 2011 


   	      Council Campaigns Kick Off,


    News from Tally, and More …


    at Piccadilly Cafeteria 


   1900 34th St N (just south of 22nd Ave N & 34th St N),  St Petersburg 


 Social Time: 6:30-7 pm * Meeting starts 7 pm sharp * Adjourns: 8:15 pm








 Ya Gotta Have A Message!


    

















  











      Republicans Declare War


       Against Working Families


    

















  

















 NEWS FROM THE CHAIR – Mike Fox  


	








  As State Senate Democratic Leader


           Nan Rich perceptively says:


   “What Comes Out of the Florida Legislature


       Has More To Do With The Daily Lives of   Floridians Than What Comes Out of Washington”


      














  











 “Middle Class Left Out”


     -- This LTE Defines Our Message for 2012











Why Are Pinellas Democrats


Meekly Mimicking Rick Scott’s Agenda?


 








  Most Promising 2012 Prognostication


   























  











  “Corrupt Culture Exposed”


   Excerpted from St Petersburg Times Editorial  (3/15/2011)








  Most Promising 2012 Prognostication


   























  











        “Governor’s Overreach”


     -- A Concerned Pinellas Citizen Speaks Out








    Billionaire Koch Brothers Funding


  The Destruction of Our Democracy!   					

















  











   Legislative Assault on Women’s Rights


     











   Pinellas Democrats Spring Dance Event  


      Saturday, April 9th   7-10pm    Gulfport Casino

















  

















