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 Democrats Believe Government
	Is a Positive Force in America

“What makes our country great (is) we look after our seniors and we look after the most vulnerable … everybody in this country has a shot at the American Dream and everybody (has) the opportunity to succeed.” -- President Barack Obama 

	America today is a divided nation.  Democrats believe governmental institutions have a positive role to play in people’s lives.  They, and only they, can provide the security, opportunity and freedom of choice all Americans deserve, whatever their age, race, gender or income bracket happens to be.
	Republicans have a much different view.  To them, government is the enemy.  The Republican goal is to deny governmental institutions the revenue they need to effectively deliver the vast array of services Americans rely on. 
	Democrats have a job creation plan.  Republicans do not.  Democrats focus on serving the interests of the average middle-class and working-class American.  Republicans try to shield millionaires, billionaires and corporations making gargantuan profits from paying their fair share.
 	To quote Sen. Bill Nelson: “we’ve got to eliminate tax loopholes, tax preferences and giveaways to special interests”, instead of trying to reduce the deficit by putting the burden on the backs of middle-class families and seniors.	Democrats need to emphasize how risky and dangerous the unregulated private sector alternatives being advocated by Republicans are to the majority of Americans.  We also must continue to emphasize the contrast in philosophy and policy between the two parties, as well as the need for shared sacrifice by all.

 (
    
Get To Know 
The Democrats Who Are 
  Running For 
St. Petersburg
 City Council
        City Council Candidates
  
)


	
DISTRICT 1 – Open Seat  (3 candidates are contesting this seat, so there’ll be an August 30 primary to determine which two meet in the November 6th election.) 
· CHARLIE GERDES – A St Petersburg Catholic HS graduate and partner in a local law firm, Charlie Gerdes believes his legal training, business career and notable record of community service with Northwest Youth Baseball (Coach, Manager, Director, President) and as President of a charitable organization that transitions homeless families to self-reliance will enable Gerdes to be an effective voice in city government.  He’s endorsed by Rep. Rick Kriseman.
· JOSH SHULMAN – A Certified Financial Planner, licensed private airplane pilot and active community volunteer (Albert Whitted Airport Preservation Society, Leadership St Pete Planning Committee) who moved to Holiday Park in 2004, Shulman is being touted as “A New Voice For Our Future”.
DISTRICT 3 – Bill Dudley is the incumbent
· BRENT HATLEY – If name recognition is the key to political success, Brent Hatley possesses a platform no other candidate can match – because he’s Exec. Producer and Co-host of the “Bubba the Love Sponge Show”, Tampa Bay’s #1-rated morning radio program!  A US Marine Corps veteran, this popular radio personality is a knowledgeable history and politics buff, too. 
DISTRICT 5 – Steve Kornell is the incumbent
· STEVE KORNELL – Proud of the “measurable record of effective service” he’s delivered since elected, Kornell says: “My commitment to the people of St Petersburg remains unchanged.  I will continue to work hard to make our city a better and safer place to live, raise our children and enjoy our retirement.”   The early leader in fundraising among all candidates, Kornell’s long list of endorsements includes the Suncoast Police Benevolent Assn., the Victory Fund (Equal Rights PAC), National Assn. of Social Workers, Pinellas County Commissioner Ken Welch and former local NAACP head Ray Tampa. 
DISTRICT 7 – Wengay “Newt” Newton is the incumbent
· WENGAY NEWTON – Raised on St Petersburg’s south side, “Newt” prides himself on being a neighborhood advocate.  His passion is improving safety and the quality of life in neighborhoods.  In addition to serving on the City Council, “Newt” is also President of the Westminster Heights Neighborhood Assn, a business owner & member of the city’s Nuisance Abatement Board.  
GERSHOM FAULKNER – Formerly Outreach Director for Congresswoman Kathy Castor, a Senior Legislative Asst. in the FL House of Representatives and a decorated US Marine, Faulkner now heads an influential Government Relations firm.  This is his second run for the District 7 City Council seat.	

 (
    
America
 Believes President Obama
    Cares About “You and Your Family”
  
  
)



	A recent ABC News/Washington Post poll found that, by a massive 53%-35% margin, potential voters across the nation believe President Barack Obama “is looking out for middle-class Americans.”
	President Obama also holds a sizeable 10-point edge (47%-37%) over congressional Republicans when respondents were asked who was “more concerned with the economic interests of you and your family”.
	But when the American people were asked who was more concerned with protecting the economic interests of large business corporations and Wall Street financial institutions, they identified Congressional Republicans as the primary culprit:  they believe that Congressional Republicans are most concerned with protecting the economic interests of large business corporations (67%-24%) … and they believe Republicans mostly defend the economic interests of Wall Street financial institutions (59%-26%).
	  Further confirmation that Democrats are on the right side of this issue can be found in a series of questions asked in a new CNN/ORC Poll.  64% of those surveyed said they favor President Obama’s approach – using a combination of spending cuts and tax increases, primarily on higher-income Americans, to try and resolve the debt ceiling crisis.
	Only 34% favor the “spending cuts only” plan that Congressional Republicans are demanding.
	Additionally, when polled about what actions they would like to see taken to reduce government debt, this is how the respondents answered:
· Increase taxes paid by businesses owing private jets – FAVOR (76-23%)
· Increase taxes paid by people making over $250,000 – FAVOR (73-26%)
· Ending federal tax subsidies for oil and gas co’s – FAVOR (73-26%)
· Cut pensions & benefits for retired gov’t workers – OPPOSE (68-30%)
· Cut  Medicaid (federal health program for the poor) – OPPOSE (77-22%)
· Cut amount government spends on Social Security – OPPOSE (84-16%)
· Cut amount gov’t spends on Medicare for elderly – OPPOSE (87-12%)
							Source:  PollingReport.com/budget (CNN/ORC Poll) 
This data is a powerful affirmation that the Pinellas Democratic message – Security, Opportunity, Freedom of Choice – is accurately targeted to attract middle- and working-class families, public employees and seniors!
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“
Embracing The Rich 
Has 
 
   
Been A Political Loser Since
  
The Founding Of This Nation”
     
  -- By 
David R. Colbrun
    
(St 
Petersburg
 Times, 7/20/11)
)

   






 “Republicans are suddenly getting anxious about the 2012 national election.  While the Republican tsunami in 2010 carried the party to victory in most states, helped them secure a majority in the US House of Representatives, and enabled them to prevail in every statewide in Florida, it is now in danger of receding.”
“Republicans like Gov. Rick Scott in Florida have opted for massive cuts to deal with federal and state budget shortfalls, rather than pursue any increased revenue … These cuts have gored almost everyone’s ox and, consequently, alienated all but the most loyal Republicans.”
 “Adding to Republican difficulties, the debt ceiling crisis, which some leaders thought could be used to embarrass President Barack Obama and Democrats, has spun out of their control.”
“In their rhetorical battle with Obama over spending cuts vs. increased taxes, Republicans find themselves in the unenviable position of defending tax breaks for the rich.”
“Embracing the rich, however, has been a political loser since the founding of this nation.  Some of the nation’s leading presidents --- from Thomas Jefferson to Andrew Jackson, Theodore Roosevelt, Franklin Roosevelt and Harry Truman – have used the public’s animus toward the rich to rout their political opponents.”
“Compounding the Republicans’ stance, recent reports have shown that taxes on the rich and on corporate profits are at their lowest levels in 50 years, with many avoiding (paying) taxes altogether.”
 “Polls taken underscore the folly of the Republican position.  67% of voters believe that any agreement to reduce the national debt should include some combination of budget cuts and tax hikes.”
	 “With bipartisan groups unanimous in their view that only budget cuts and tax increases can address the USA’s budget crisis, Republicans are holding a losing hand.” 
	 -- By David R Colburn, Director of the Askew Institute at Univ. of Florida and author of “From Yellow Dog Democrats to Red State Republicans”  (St Petersburg Times 7/20/11)



 (
  “Obama as Centrist Gains Traction
  
 
 With 2012 Voters
”
– 
By 
Lanny 
Davis
 
  
)
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	“The New York Times headline read: ‘Obama Grasping Centrist Banner in Debt Impasse.’  Isn’t this the same president the Republican tea partiers decried as ‘socialist’?  How could he possibly find himself described as a centrist?”
	“That headline, and the fact it reflects a growing perception of Obama in the center gaining traction throughout the country, might just be one of those turning-point political moments that will be long remembered in Washington, maybe as the day that Barack Obama sealed his re-election for four more years.” 
	“I tried to imagine if I were at the White House as a political strategist … sitting there in disbelief, trying to figure out how their boss seemed to have a knack — skill? luck? — somehow to always land on his feet, no matter what.”
	“I imagined the conversation that ensued. Here’s a good guess: ‘So we got shellacked in 2010, and our only hope was a bounce-back of the economy … 
It looks like a bouncing ball, all right — but down, not up. Unemployment on the rise again, job creation nowhere. I thought we were in a heap of trouble’.” 
	“So how did this miracle happen?  Remember Bill Clinton after the disastrous 1994 elections? He was even worse off than we were in 2010. How’d he do it?  Don’t you remember the word ‘triangulation’? That means he positioned himself as a man of the center, with Democrats on his extreme left and Republicans on the extreme right allowing him to stay right there.” 
	 “He picked three issues he cared about and stood up to his liberal base on each one — welfare reform, NAFTA, and a balanced budget.  Then he stood up to the Republican right by refusing to cut basic social-safety-net programs and dared Gingrich to shut down the government. And Gingrich and the Republicans in the House took most of the blame for the government shutdown.” 
	“Can Obama pull the same thing off on the debt ceiling?  It didn’t look that way, but then John Boehner and Eric Cantor played into his hands.  Every poll shows 70 or 80 percent of the American people opposing the Republican priorities in protecting all tax loopholes for the wealthy.” 
	“I’ve got the Republican slogan about budget cuts on the programs that the poor and the needy depend on … ‘Let them eat cake!’ … It fits, doesn’t it?  If Marie Antoinette were alive today, she’d be for Michele Bachmann!” 
      -- By LANNY DAVIS, Former Special Counsel to President Bill Clinton   © Newsmax. 

 (
Floridians Demand Rich Pay Fair Share 
  
-- A Sampling of 
St Petersburg
 Times Letters-to-the-Editor
)
   


“Raise Capital Gains Rates So All Pay Fair Share”
“Individual income tax rates for middle-class Americans are generally 20 to 25 percent of annual income.”
“Why is it that rich Americans in the upper-income tax brackets who derive most of their income from capital gains pay only a paltry 15 percent?”
“Shouldn’t the well-to-do in America pay the same 20 to 25 percent of income like the rest of us?”     -- Erna Shields, Largo   (St Petersburg Times, 7/16/11)

 	        “Close Loopholes, End Breaks”
“House Speaker John Boehner says the American people do not want to raise taxes on anyone, but the truth is that the Republican Party does not want to raise taxes on the wealthy.”
“Closing loopholes and allowing a temporary tax break to lapse is not the same as raising taxes.”
“The Republican Party claims that the President is trying to raise taxes on the people who create jobs.”
“Unfortunately, those people are creating jobs in India, the Philippines and Mexico!”        -- Cheryl Colvin, Odessa   (St Petersburg Times, 7/16/11)

			     “Scary Policies”
 “In a recent constituent e-mail, US Congressman Richard Nugent (R-FL5) cited possible interruption in Social Security benefits as a ‘scare tactic’ by President Barack Obama to force raising the debt ceiling.”
“This is ironic inasmuch as Social Security is the type of ‘socialistic’ program that Tea Party Republicans seek to eliminate or curtail.”
“I’d like Nugent to explain why restoring the tax base to pre-Bush rates for those making more than $250,000 is so repugnant to him.  What is his resistance to eliminating tax subsidies for oil companies?”
“The middle class continues to shrink.  There is an active effort to foster resentment toward those who make a modest wage along with decent – not extravagant – benefits. Meanwhile, Tea Party Republicans bow to the bidding of their billionaire sponsors.”
“You better believe I am afraid, but not of losing my Social Security benefits.  I am fearful of further economic policies that benefit only the very rich.”
                         -- Gail A Reynolds, Dade City   (St Petersburg Times, 7/22/11)

 (
 Triangulation Worked for Bill Clinton 
  … Will It Work As Well For Obama?
  
)
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Breaking from Newsmax.com
	
 “Liberal Group Vows To Pull Obama Support Over Cuts”

	“A liberal group upset over potential cuts to Medicare, Medicaid and Social Security delivered pledges Friday to President Barack Obama's national  campaign headquarters threatening to pull its support.” 
	“About a dozen people representing the Progressive Change Campaign Committee delivered what they said were 200,000 pledges from people who will refuse to donate or volunteer for Obama's re-election campaign if he cuts the entitlement programs.” 
	“It’s not a question of who they're going to support for President; they're going to vote for Barack Obama. It's a question of where their time and money is going to go’, spokesman T. Neil Sroka said.” 
	“Obama has been taking heat from the left over debt ceiling negotiations, in which he has been willing to target the long-standing programs.”
	“His approach is certain to sit better with independent voters, many of whom have told pollsters they want Washington politicians to work together to solve the big problems.” 
	“Sroka said the 200,000 people represent more than $17 million in donations to Obama's campaign in 2008 and about 2.6 million volunteer hours. 
Protester Mary Ellen Croteau, 61, of Chicago said she's even ready to find someone else to support if Obama cuts Medicare and Social Security.” 
	"I don't know who I'm going to vote for yet because there doesn't seem to be too many people on the horizon, but I will vote for someone whether it's a Green candidate, whether it's a communist, I don't care. Somebody who's going to stand up for people’, Croteau said.” 
	“Sroka later said she was not speaking on behalf of the group.  The Obama campaign's chief operating officer, Ann Marie Habershaw, accepted the group's petitions in the lobby of the downtown office building housing the campaign.” 
	"Americans elected the president in 2008 to take on the big challenges facing our country, and he's engaged in an effort to do just that’, Obama spokesman Ben LaBolt said in a statement.” 
						                   Copyright 2011 The Associated Press. All rights reserved
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“Citizens United is the worst, the most dangerous Supreme Court decision in the country since Dred Scott.” – US Sen. John Kerry
[image: o]  
By removing the restrictions on corporate money in election campaigns, the Supreme Court’s 2010 Citizens United decision opened the floodgates to allow shadowy figures such as the billionaire Koch Brothers, and secretive groups such as Karl Rove’s Crossroads PACs, to use unlimited funds to promote their virulent right-wing agenda as well as viciously attack Democrats. 
How is President Barack Obama’s campaign organization responding to this challenge?  During the last three months (Apr-June 2011), the Obama campaign raised $86 million to shatter fund-raising records for the quarter!
Even more heartening to Democrats and progressive partisans is the way the Obama campaign raised these funds – by attracting a record-breaking number of contributors and donors (approximately 550,000).
Particularly noteworthy is the fact that this list of donors does not include any lobbyists or political action committees.
Grassroots “People Power” fueled Obama’s history-making rocket ride to the presidency in 2008.  “People Power” may be the difference-maker for Democratic candidates again in 2012.
 (
Gloria
 Borger Says Voters Are Looking
 
For Safe, Reassuring Candidates
,
Not Republican Extremists!
  
)       	





“
“What voters are looking for is someone who is reassuring … who is a safer candidate.”  – Gloria Borger, Chris Matthews Show (7/24/11)
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“Next Big Thing:  
Infrastructure Bank
”
  
-- by Nationally-Syndicated Columnist Llewellyn
 King
    
 “
The Next Big Thing:
 
Infrastructure Bank
”
   
– By 
Llewellyn King
, 
Nationally-Syndicated
 Columnist  
    
  
)



President Franklin D Roosevelt put Americans to work during the 1930’s with bold and ambitious New Deal government programs like the Works Progress Administration (WPA) and the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC).  Progressive activists like St Petersburg Democratic Club member Jay Alexander have been passionate advocates for job-creating programs like these.   Now influential columnist Llewellyn King, host of “White House Chronicles” on PBS, adds his voice to those calling for increased investment in this country’s infrastructure:  

“The great Senator from NY, Daniel Patrick Moynihan, used to lament Americans had lost the courage for big projects.  Moynihan wondered what had happened to the civic courage that allowed the building of the Erie Canal, Hoover Dam (a giant jobs project), transcontinental railroads and interstate highway system.”
     “His lament was voiced when we could still afford to build big things.  Civic timorousness has now been joined by fiscal constraint.”
· “High-speed rail was rejected in Florida ostensibly over cost fears.”
· “New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie has cancelled a project to build a much-needed new tunnel under the Hudson River from his state into Manhattan.”
    “Our infrastructure – once the envy of the world – is in deplorable shape, and declining faster than it is being rejuvenated:  Airports, bridges, canals, passenger rail, ports, roads, sewage and water systems are all falling apart.”
    “In short, America seems broken.  And those things that are not yet broken are showing signs of mortal strain.  An additional blow to infrastructure has been the zeal of Congress in getting rid of earmarks.  That was a funding device that, at its best, directed some miniscule parts of the federal budget to places where the infrastructure was strained to breaking or simply did not exist.”
    “Against this background of impotence, there is a stirring in Washington that there should be an infrastructure bank, a public-private partnership bank, devoted to long-term financing of infrastructure projects.”
     “The concept of ‘infrastructure’ is vague, but the word ‘jobs’ is a powerful political opiate.  There are plenty of sound bite-friendly statistics.  We spend less than 2 % of our gross domestic product on fixing up the country while China is spending 9 %.  No wonder Sen. John Kerry gets misty-eyed when he talks about the shame he feels at riding the fastest train in the world in China or riding the Chunnel train from London to Paris in 2:15.”   -- Llewellyn King (St Pete Times, 6/16/11) 
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MIKE FOX
 - News 
f
rom The Chair
  
  
)

 	Last meeting, we had a rather pointed exchange take place between one of our members and an elected official addressing the group: State Rep. Daryl Rouson (HD-55).
	I want to apologize to anyone who may have felt uncomfortable during that exchange, but will remind all of you that good governance comes from the unfiltered interaction of all of our citizenry.
	Spirited discussion has been the hallmark of the St. Pete Dems Club for years, and will continue to be so.
	We look forward to you bringing your unvarnished ideas to the table at our next meeting, recognizing that at the end of the day we're all still friends trying to accomplish the same thing – defeat corporatists who are trying to dominate our democracy!  
	Let's work together to put the power back into the hands of the people.
	I look forward to another interesting meeting the first Wednesday of August, and I hope you'll bring a friend to help us keep the dialogue lively!
	Peace, health, and prosperity to you and yours,

	Mike Fox
	President, St. Pete Democratic Club
	727-320-4502
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Next Meeting:  Wednesday, 
August 3
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Mingle 6:30-7 pm
 * 
MEETING 
S
TARTS
:
 
 
7 pm
 
* 
A
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8:15 pm
PLEASE plan on patronizing this locally owned business by 
buying 
either 
dinner or at least coffee and fresh baked pie
!
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