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   Pinellas Democrats Win a Stunning

   Series of Non-Partisan Victories

“All elections are partisan.  Anyone who says they aren’t doesn’t know politics.” -- Political strategist Jack Furnari (Sun-Sentinel)

Congratulations to the three Democrats who won decisive victories in the recent St Petersburg City Council Elections – Charlie Gerdes (District 1), Steve Kornell (District 5) and Wengay “Newt” Newton (District 7).

Let’s also give a well-deserved ovation to the highly-motivated Democratic activists and progressives who enabled long-shot challenger Mike Smith to surprisingly unseat powerful right-winger and outspoken social conservative Mary Gray Black from the Largo City Commission.

Among those who deserve particular praise for this achievement are St Petersburg Democratic Club President Mike Fox – whose extraordinary organizational expertise earned him 10 wins in the last 10 municipal races he’s helped lead – progressive activist Steve McHugh, Largo/Mid-Pinellas Club President Rich Piper, PCDEC Campaign Planning Chair Paul Starr, and the entire Pinellas Democratic Executive Committee Board, who provided the key funds that ultimately propelled Mike Smith to victory.

Smith’s successful, against-the-odds effort illustrates why local and municipal candidates should utilize ALL the resources available to them.


Although non-partisan candidates cannot use their party affiliation in campaign ads, as political consultant Richard Giorgio explained to the South Florida Sun-Sentinel: “Election officials say there’s no such ban on Parties getting involved on behalf of candidates they favor.”   Today’s Pinellas Democratic Party did that very effectively!


“Locals tend to vote more for the person than the party.”  – State Representative Rick Kriseman  (St Pete Times)


There are more registered Democrats than Republicans in Pinellas County.  Yet the Congressmen who largely represent Pinellas, Bill Young and Gus Bilirakis, are Republicans.  On the state and local level, the disparity between elected Republicans and Democrats is just as wide – Pinellas’s two State Senators are both Republicans, as are six of Pinellas’s eight State Representatives and six of the seven County Commissioners!

Why do Democrats fare so badly in these state and local races?  One reason might be the dramatic difference in the way each Party deals with the most localized rung of the ladder – Municipal Elections.  

For years, party strategists have urged Democrats to work harder at building a “farm team” of successful municipal candidates.  Local races can provide a testing ground for potential candidates for higher office to develop their fund-raising skills and demonstrate their ability to address the issues that are the most meaningful to their constituents.


Republicans have long recognized this fact.  The Party organization is extremely active and aggressive in Pinellas municipal races.  They publically endorse candidates of their choice.  They run high-profile ad campaigns that clearly illuminate party affiliation.  As a result, their candidates are able to consistently win elections even in a city so predominantly Democratic as St Petersburg.

In marketing terms, the “brand loyalty” Republicans create benefits every candidate on the ticket. Democrats, by avoiding party labeling on the municipal level, limit the benefits of the “brand loyalty” being built to just the individual candidates, rather than the ticket as a whole.

Although some local political operatives believe municipal election issues aren’t partisan issues, former Congressman Ron Dellums disagrees: “the closer you are to the voters the easier it is to speak to key public policy issues … and the greater the possibility grassroots organizing overcomes the power of organized special interests.” 



The Political Director and Organizer of Teamsters Local 79 in the Tampa Bay area, Randy Pines is a significant force in local, state and national politics.  He delivered a powerful message to Pinellas Democrats at the final DEC meeting of the year, a message that all activists and field operatives need to keep repeating as the 2012 campaign season unfolds:  “There are more of us than there are of them!”

As a labor organizer and leader, Randy Pines’ primary focus is on jobs and job creation.  That’s also the top priority of President Barack Obama and the Democratic legislators in the US House and Senate who support the $447 billion Jobs Bill that the President proposed.


And based on the response a recent CBS News/New York Times Poll received when they asked a nationwide sampling of adults –"What do you think is the most important problem facing this country today?" – the American people overwhelmingly agree!


More than half of those surveyed (57%) say “Jobs & The Economy” is the most important problem currently facing the country.  No other issue – not the Budget Deficit & National Debt (5%)… not Partisan Politics (3%)… not Big Government (2%)… not Immigration (2%)… not Health Care (2%) – even remotely comes close.

With Election Day 2012 now less than a year away, Washington is beginning to listen.  On November 21, Congress passed and President Obama signed into law the first of the proposals contained in his Jobs Bill.  This legislation is aimed at helping unemployed veterans find work by providing tax breaks for companies that hire them, as well as beefing up job-training and counseling programs for them.  It is just the first step in putting America back to work.

President Obama and the Democratic Party are committed to doing that.  As the President said: “My message to every member of Congress is keep going. Keep working. Keep finding more ways to put partisanship aside and put more Americans back to work!"   America is watching.


Florida voters were asked in a recent Suffolk University Poll whether they believed “Republicans are intentionally stalling efforts to jumpstart the economy to insure that Barack Obama is not re-elected?”


Gratifyingly, 49% said YES and just 39% answered NO.  That result is a clear indication that more and more voters are accepting the reality that Republicans are intentionally sabotaging the President’s job creation efforts in the hopes of winning back the White House in 2012.


Accepting the reality of politically-motivated GOP obstructionism is just part of the equation.  The other part, the one that concerns the Obama campaign and Democrats the most, is that instead of penalizing Republicans for blocking Obama’s job initiatives, voters may hold Obama accountable for failing to jumpstart the economy, viewing his inability to overcome these obstacles as evidence that he is “weak” and “ineffective”.


Fortunately, that scenario seems to be losing traction according to an ABC News/Washington Post Poll that found 52% of adults nationwide now support the $447 billion jobs package that the President has been actively promoting.  It is the first significant advantage that Obama has enjoyed over the GOP on “jobs” in ABC/Post polling since early 2010.


Even more significantly, this ABC News/Washington Post Poll found that the President enjoys a substantial advantage over Congressional Republicans when the question of who is “more concerned with the interests of middle-class Americans” is asked.


Republicans, on the other hand, are being seen as “more concerned with protecting the interests of the wealthy”  by a massive 70%-17% margin among those surveyed.  What we as Pinellas Democrats need to do is reinforce the growing acceptance that this message is receiving.   


 
Despite the failure of the Congressional super-committee to reach an agreement on $1.2 trillion in budget cuts, most Americans say they favor a combination of tax increases on the wealthy and major cuts in spending as President Obama advocated, according to a new CNN/ORC Int’l Poll.



“President John F. Kennedy once said that you can't negotiate with someone who says, ‘What's mine is mine and what's yours is negotiable’.”

“This was the Republicans' position on the super-committee and is the sole reason for its failure.”

“Although they held hearings where various experts said cuts and revenues were the only way to realize sufficient deficit reduction, the Republican super-committee members refused to consider revenues, even on millionaires and billionaires who obtain most of their income from long-term capital gains on investments which are taxed at only 15%, about 1/2 of what a middle class Americans are taxed.”

“The Democrats on the super-committee were the only members of the committee who were willing to take a balanced approach of cuts and revenues to reduce our deficit. Not one Republican was willing to join them, thereby continuing to protect the richest 1% in our Country who also contribute heavily to the Republican Party and individual campaigns of Republicans.”


“It's clear to me that all of the 99% must register and vote in 2012 to throw out the puppets of the 1%.   -- by Frank Lupo, St Petersburg



Republican Gov. Rick Snyder of Michigan says he believes the Obama Administration’s bailout of Detroit automakers is working, and was the right thing to do.


In his words: “Losing the entire automotive industry supply train would have had a devastating impact on the economy.” 


Snyder made these remarks just before the Republican presidential contenders took the stage for a debate in Michigan.  
The negative stance taken by all Republican candidates during that debate illustrates just how empty Republican words and promises are when it comes to job growth in America.
       

Election Day 2011 was a good day for Democrats in many areas of the country.  In Ohio, voters overwhelmingly rejected the law enacted last spring by Gov. John Kasich and the Republican-controlled legislature that limited the ability of public employee unions to collectively bargain.


The law also would have required performance-based pay for most public employees and required them to pay 15 percent of the cost of their health care benefits.


Cheering the Ohio outcome was Democratic National Committee Chair Debbie Wasserman Schultz (D-FL), who called it … “A blatantly partisan attempt to lay the blame for our economy on middle-class Americans, while letting the wealthiest and special interests off the hook and not asking them to pay their fair share.”


“Voters in Ohio know that targeting public employees for political reasons will do nothing to create jobs or boost Ohio’s economy.”


In Mississippi, abortion rights advocates scored a stunningly decisive victory as voters defeated Initiative 26, a proposed amendment to the state’s constitution that the Republican candidate for governor backed.  It defined the word “person” to include every human being “from the moment of fertilization, cloning, or the functional equivalent thereof.”

A Planned Parenthood spokesperson applauded the victory, saying: “Mississippi voters rejected the so-called ‘personhood’ amendment because they understood it is government gone too far, and would have allowed government to have control over personal decisions that should be left up to a woman, her family, her doctor and her faith.”


In Kentucky, Democratic governor Steve Beshear won a decisive double-digit victory over his Republican opponent despite the state’s widespread unemployment and an onslaught of third-party attack ads.

And in Maine, voters rejected an attempt by the Republican-controlled state legislature to put an end to Election Day voter registration in the state, giving Democrats another much-needed victory.  Maine has had Election Day voter registration since 1973.


These notable victories are good news for President Obama and all Democrats as we look toward the 2012 elections, only 11 months away.


“In what is ranked as the most conservative state in the nation, Mississippi voters decisively rejected the so-called ‘personhood’ amendment in Tuesday's (Nov 8) election.”

“Voters understood it was government gone too far. The amendment would have allowed government to have control over personal decisions that should be left up to a woman, her family, her doctor and her faith.”

“Our Planned Parenthood affiliate, with the help of supporters and students, is pleased to have participated in the defeat of this outrageous amendment.”


“Mississippi is now the second state to reject ‘personhood.’  Colorado defeated the so-called ‘personhood’ amendment by wide margins in 2008 and 2010.   It would appear unlikely that a similar attempt will now be made in Florida.” 

--  by Wendy Grassi, Director of Public Affairs, Planned Parenthood
     of Southwest and Central Florida, St Petersburg   (St Petersburg Times, 11/12/11)


“Your editorial, ‘Regional Transit Is Key To Growth’, should be applauded for recapping the lackluster performance of Gov. Rick Scott on all fronts.”


“In my opinion, most grievous is the killing federal funding for high-speed rail between Tampa and Orlando.”


“I have spent almost 40 years in aviation and I know the killing of federal funds probably cost Florida about 100,000 jobs.”


“I have worked in transportation in the United States and Europe, and it inconceivable to me that the average Floridian cannot grasp the importance of having a high-speed train network that would lift Florida into the 21st century.”

 -- by Fred Dettmann, Oldsmar         (St Petersburg Times, 11/6/11) 



Tallahassee State Democratic Representative Michelle Rehwinkel Vasilinda is sponsoring a bill to repeal the nuclear cost recovery clause that allows state utility regulators to order customers to pay for developing and constructing Progress Energy’s nuclear power plants even if those power plants never get built, according to a story that the St Petersburg Times recently reported.



We’re hopeful that Pinellas Democratic Representatives Rick Kriseman and Darryl Rouson will stand with her in this battle against Progress Energy’s rapacious policies and actions.   

“Customers of Progress Energy, the Florida Public Service Commissions staff is sticking it to you again by recommending customers continue to pay for additional costs created because Progress Energy broke their Crystal River Nuclear Power Plant.”

“In a time of continuing diminishing jobs and wages, when many working families can barely make ends meet, the PSC staff arrogantly thinks Progress Energy investors should not have to suffer financial loss at the hands of inept management.”

“It’s bad enough the State Legislature and the Governor have packed the PSC with pro-utility commissioners to make sure that none of these commissioners get any wild ideas about siding with consumers.”


Those same legislators claim the President Barack Obama has socialist policies. Well, our State Legislature openly practices socialism for Progress Energy by making sure they’re guaranteed millions of dollars of income regardless of how well or poorly they run their company.”


           -- by Richard Magda, New Port Richey      (St Petersburg Times, 11/17/11) 



“Legislators are approaching the serious business of redrawing political district boundaries.  Hillsborough and Pasco stand to get a little more representation; Pinellas stands to get less.”

 
“With the possibility of fewer people looking out for them in the Capitol for the next decade, the people of Pinellas would be wise to realize it matters more than ever who gets elected in 2012.” 


     --- Steve Bousquet,  St Petersburg Times Tallahassee Bureau Chief  (11/15/11)



“My advice to all candidates is to address the real concerns of real people in your district. Don’t spend a lot of time talking about abortion, gay rights or gun control. Tell people how you are going to help them or their adult children who have moved back home find a job.”

“Tell them how you are going to make sure Medicare is there for them when they retire. The cost of health care is real to people, and it scares the hell out of them. And tell people what you are going to do to help the economy so that their 401(k) plans don’t fall through the floor.”

“Large swings in Congress usually occur when one party is voted out of office and replaced by the opposition like what happened in 1994, 2006 and 2010. The public goes into the voting booth to punish a particular political philosophy.”


“This time, they just may want to punish everyone who has been there.  This may be the year when term limits are imposed by the voters.”

-- Martin Frost  (Frost was a member of the Texas delegation in the House from 1979 to 2005 and was Democratic Caucus chairman and head of the DCCC).       Politico.com


“Now that they control a majority of statehouses across the nation, Republicans are attempting a bold power grab to disenfranchise voters and repeat the Florida election debacle of 2000.”

“Right now, states with Republican governors or new GOP majorities are ramming through bills designed to make it harder for people to vote.” 


 “They'll stop at nothing to steal the Presidency.  We have to act now to stop these bills from becoming law.”


“The Democratic Governors Association (DGA) is the only organization devoted solely to electing Democratic governors who will veto any and all attempts to limit voter rights.”


“Please contact us to stand with the DGA and   demand that Republicans stop their politically-motivated attempts to suppress votes.” 


“Legal Observers” play a significant role in our political system.  Their presence provides assurance that no inappropriate action occurs that will bias the election process.  If anything questionable does occur, a “legal observer” is empowered to officially document that behavior, whether it occurs at an election precinct, an outdoor political “action”, an organized demonstration or any other legally-protected gathering.


Training to become a “Legal Observer” is being conducted every Sunday at 5 pm by the “Occupy Tampa”  team in conjunction with the National Lawyer’s Guild.  The site is Curtis Hixon Waterfront Park (600 N Ashley Dr) in Tampa.  For more information, please contact Elizabeth.  Her number is 813-928-2323.  Our thanks to Don Walker who brought this to our attention at the last St Petersburg Democratic Club meeting.       



Happy Holidays to all, and a special thank you to all members who worked on or contributed to one or more of the winning Municipal Campaigns.

Getting Progressive Democrats elected is our goal, and that's just what happened!  

Please plan on attending the PCDEC Holiday Party on Sat, Dec 3.   That will act as our December meeting.  The details are below.  (https://www.pinellasdemocrats.org/event_form.asp?FId=32 to purchase your tickets).   


Please let me know if you're coming, as I have a friendly competition going with other Club Presidents!  ;-)

Peace, Health, and Prosperity To You and Your's.
Michael Fox
President, St. Petersburg Democratic Club
(727) 320-4502  *  tampabaydemocracy@yahoo.com

   The Pinellas County Democratic Party invites you to our Holiday Party

   with Special Guests Alex Sink and Bill McBride

         Dinner, Silent Auction and Live Entertainment  




    Tickets $25



          We will also be collecting new unwrapped toys,
which will be donated to the Enoch Davis Center in St. Petersburg. 

Purchase tickets online by clicking here, or make checks payable to "Pinellas County DEC"
         and mail them to:  2250 1st Avenue North, St Petersburg, FL 33713-8817             HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!


The Pinellas County Democratic Hispanic Caucus is up and off the ground! We had 14 people hand in their $25 and applications. We will be applying for State Certification. 

 
I’d like to thank Victor DiMaio for working with me to make this happen. Thank you's also go out to the Hillsborough County Dem Hispanic Caucus for hosting our meeting and for joining us afterwards for a celebratory dinner.  I really enjoyed the evening.  I look forward to our groups joining for a party or two to celebrate our efforts in growing our Caucuses.

 
Congratulations go out to the newly elected board. They are as follows:




Ed Quinones  
 President




Bernie Wright 
 Vice President




Elaine Granata  
  Secretary




Gordon Chernecky  Treasurer

 


We have 14 members on the ground floor helping to create this Caucus. I want to thank each and every one of you for joining and committing to getting the Hispanic Voice heard. 
Now the work begins! 
Our next meeting is Tuesday, Dec 6th, 6pm at 300 S Duncan Ave. Suite 135B Clearwater. 


“Si Podemos”,  Yes We Can!


Elaine Granata, Secretary

Four Meal Choices, Lots of Fun and a Really Good Time!
TICKETS $25 … EVERYONE WELCOME

Call Kathy Murray (727) 442-1672

by November 28 if possible for reservations and/or payment

THANK YOU and hope you had a great Thanksgiving.

Mary Freeman – President, Democratic Women’s Club of Upper Pinellas 581-4630
     



  Nancy Hoppe, Media Outreach
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  Republican Governor Rick Snyder


  	 Says Auto Bailout Was “Right”








		   “Florida Legislature’s
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               DWCUP Holiday Party  


   	  Eastlake Woodlands Country Club


 	     1055 East Lake Woodlands Pkwy


 Friday, December 9th   11:30 am – 2 pm
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   “There Are More Of Us


 Than There Are Of Them”


      -- Randy Pines, Teamsters Organizer
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   Learn To Become A “Trained Legal Observer”


 		














  














 	  “Stuck In The Last Century”


 		  -- St Petersburg Times Letter to the Editor 


  














  














           Pinellas DEC Holiday Party  


   Saturday, December 3rd   7:30 - 11:30pm


VFW Post 6827, 4145 34th St N, St Petersburg  


   








   MIKE FOX - News from the Chair  


  











 	  “Super-Committee’s Failure”


      -- Letter Submitted by Frank Lupo to St Petersburg Times 


  














  











 Americans Want Tax-And-Cut Combo


 


  














  














     Florida Voters Believe the GOP


 Is Responsible For Stifling Recovery


  














  











 	  “Government Gone Too Far”


    	     -- Wendy Grassi’s Letter to St Petersburg Times 


  














  











 Former Democratic Congressman Martin Frost’s 
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Pinellas County Democratic Hispanic Caucus


	    Next Meeting:  Tuesday, December 6th 





  














  

















