  
Now that a proven campaigner and inspirational leader like Rod Smith is at the helm, Florida Democrats can realistically envision victory 

“Scented candles and a framed photo of Glenn Moon greet visitors in the lobby of the air-conditioning company he founded more than 40 years ago.”
“Glenn Moon, Inc. displays other signs of homage to its namesake throughout the building:  an apple-cinnamon candle in a jar, just an inch-and-a-half left, first lit two years ago when Mr. Moon was diagnosed with colon cancer.  There are the tools of his trade – a faded paper wheel to calculate duct sizes; an old hand brake used to bend sheet metal.  And there is Mr. Moon’s office itself, the only quiet office in the building and by far the largest.”

“Rows of plaques line a wall in honor of his work with the Pinellas County Democratic Party’s Executive Committee and a term on the Pinellas Park City Council.”

“Another wall features evidence of M. Moon’s irreverent sense of humor.  A lawyer’s image in an advertisement has been modified with fangs, a tuxedo and a widow’s peak in black ink.”

“Born in Tallahassee, Mr. Moon served three years with the Army and another three with the Marines, where he taught marksmanship.”

“In 1966, Mr. Moon, then 31, defeated an incumbent for the Pinellas Park City Council by eight votes.  He led a successful move to expand and relocate the Pinellas Park Public Library to its current site.”

“In 1970, he served as the Pinellas County chairman for Lawton Chiles’ successful gubernatorial campaign.” 

“He taught me everything I know’, said Natasha Wood (one of the three who inherited Glenn Moon, Inc, the company he founded).  ‘He ran the ship with an iron fist but also had a heart of gold,’ said Don Cook, his right-hand man in sales. ‘We’re all like family.  He’s helped each and every one of us out at one time or another financially’.”
        
On February 2nd, I e-mailed Andrew Meacham of the St Petersburg Times suggesting that Glenn Moon would be a fitting subject for the Epilogue column he writes, and then gave him some contact information.


To my surprise, when I read Meacham’s column a few days later, I learned that there were many more dimensions to Glenn than I knew.

If I had known that he only won his Pinellas Park City Council race by 8 votes, I would have called him “Landside Glenn”.
If I had known that Glenn served as the chairman for the 1970 Lawton Chiles successful gubernatorial campaign, I would have been more respectful.
If I had known that Glenn wore shirts that he bought 20 years ago, I would have shared my thrifty ways.
If I had known Glenn was estranged from some members of his family, we would have had a common denominator.

I thought I knew Glenn, but his passing has forced me to realize that I only knew a small part of him.  I knew that, as Don Cook his right hand man in sales said, “He ran the ship with an iron fist but also had a heart of gold”.
I knew he was very proud of his involvement as a City Council Member in expanding and relocating the Pinellas Park Public Library to its present site.
I knew of his tireless work on behalf of the Pinellas Democratic Party, especially our very own headquarters.  I knew of Glenn’s generosity, which was demonstrated so many times and in so many ways.  I knew of Glenn’s wise and profound advice on any number of subjects beyond politics.
I knew of his loyalty to his friends and his unmitigated distain for his enemies.  I knew that Glenn had health problems and that he wished to deal with them without a lot of fanfare. 
Three people have had a major influence on my life:

Maurice “Mo” O’Keefe, 5th Ward Democratic Councilman in Elizabeth, N.J., taught me as a youngster everything I know about politics and how very important that ONE vote is. 

Abbot Martin Byrne, O.S.B., a confirmed Republican, taught me that there is always another view and that it is wise to listen to the other side. 

Glenn Moon taught me that there is redemption and salvation – even in politics.            






     -- Jim Donelon

It has been so long that it is hard to remember when I first met him.
Like Glenn, my husband Jim was one of those handful of dually-licensed contractors in Pinellas and in the state of Florida, qualified to serve such needs as building, plastering, specialty patching and plaster-molding designs.  Neither one of them needed to advertise, as word-of-mouth kept them busy.
   It could have been at a Democratic Rally, Picnic or Fund-Raiser, as all three of us were passionate Democrats.
Glenn moved to our neighborhood a long while ago from Pinellas Park, and Jim and I were his Precinct Committeeman and Committee-woman.  I was also District leader.  We enjoyed great times filling neighborhood yards with Candidate Yard signs, and giving out Bumper Stickers and Campaign Buttons.

Glenn loved the best of food, clothes and good material things. He especially loved his ‘Night Hawk’ motorcycle.  He could afford to live in the finest of gated communities, but he chose to live in my neighborhood of modest comfortable houses.

When Glenn was finished for the day and coming home to rest, I could hear the motorcycle pass in front of my home and, three houses down, turn the corner to go back to his home.

I will miss hearing that motorcycle pass by, but I am fine with it because I know he walked the walk and did his best.  So now he is at eternal rest, where there is no pain and suffering.

I am grateful that his path crossed mine and we enjoyed the warm association of friendship for such a long time.

                                                                    -- Edna McCall


Rick Scott opposition to the many benefits that the Affordable Health Care Act offers to Floridians and their families was one of the hallmarks of his campaign for Governor.

So it comes as no surprise that one of his administration’s first acts was to turn down two separate $1 million federal health care grants.  The first would have provided consumers with a resource they could use to monitor insurance company rate changes.  The second was for a system that would enable them to comparison shop for health plans.

What is the rationale for rejecting these federal dollars at a time when Florida is suffering from severe budget shortfalls?

It is US District Judge Roger Vinson’s ruling that the Affordable Health Care Act is unconstitutional because, in the judge’s view, the “individual mandate” the law contains -- that individuals must either buy insurance or face a tax penalty -- oversteps Congress’s authority to regulate commerce.
US Rep Kathy Castor (FL-11) strongly objected to the decision to reject these federal dollars, questioning why Republicans were so determined to shortchange Florida families, who will now receive LESS VALUE for their insurance dollar based on the Governor’s decision.

Echoing this outrage are the words of another Florida Congress-woman, Debbie Wasserman Schultz (FL-20), who said:

“Slow-walking the implementation of the health care reform law shows a shocking lack of awareness of the health care needs of Florida’s working families and small business owners.  It also shows a shocking lack of fiscal responsibility.  Why they are returning $1 million to anyone when the state faces a $3.6 billion shortfall is beyond me!”      (St Petersburg Times, 2/4/11)
All Democrats need to take note of the positions Kathy Castor and Debbie Wasserman Schultz are taking.  They are not conceding the game.  They are strongly and aggressively re-framing the positive features of the Affordable Health Care Act, and re-stating the key benefits that Floridians will receive from it.

Let’s all follow their lead and do the same!


“Celebrations by Florida Republican officials (following Federal Judge Roger Vinson’s ruling of unconstitutionality) demonstrate just how out of touch they are from the people they represent. Repealing the Affordable Care Act would be devastating for Florida’s families and businesses.”

“Florida residents, providers, small businesses and other employers would be denied critical new benefits of the law, including protections against insurance industry abuses, new and expensive coverage options, and the loss of millions of dollars in support so states like ours can deliver quality, affordable health care options to all Floridians.” 
- Rep. Rick Kriseman (D-53), Florida House Democratic Policy Chair (2/3/11)
As Rep. Kriseman points out, without the Affordable Care Act, critical consumer protections would be lost.  These are some of the potential losses:
· Families across Florida would lose the peace of mind the Affordable Care Act provides by making sure that young adults can stay on their parents plan to age 26 if they do not have coverage of their own. 
· More than 8.7 million residents of Florida with private insurance coverage would suddenly find themselves vulnerable again to having lifetime limits placed on how much insurance companies will spend on their health care. 
· Insurance companies would once again be allowed to cut off someone’s coverage unexpectedly when they are in an accident or become sick because of a simple mistake on an application.  This would leave nearly 1.1 million people in Florida at risk of losing their insurance at the moment they need it most.
· More than 8 million Florida residents would not know if they are receiving value for their health insurance premium dollars, as insurers would no longer be required to spend at least 80 to 85 percent of premium dollars on health care rather than CEO salaries, bonuses, and corporate profits.  
· New insurance plans would no longer be required to cover recommended preventive services, like mammograms and flu shots, without cost sharing, nor would they have to guarantee enrollees the right to choose any available primary care provider in the network or see an OB-GYN without a referral.
       (continued)


· Nearly 3.2 million seniors in Florida who have Medicare coverage would be forced to pay a co-pay to receive important preventive services, like mammograms and colonoscopies. 
· Medicare would no longer pay for an annual check-up visit, so nearly 3.2 million seniors in Florida who have Medicare coverage would have to pay extra if they want to stay healthy by getting check-ups regularly. 
· 182,672 Floridians on Medicare would see significantly higher prescription drug costs. Recently, Medicare beneficiaries received a one-time, tax-free $250 rebate to help pay for prescription drugs in the “donut hole” coverage gap in 2010.  Medicare beneficiaries who fall into the “donut hole” in 2011 will be eligible for 50 percent discounts on covered brand name prescription drugs.  Without the law, the burden of high prescription drug costs would hurt millions of Medicare beneficiaries across the country. 
· Florida would not receive additional resources to crack down on unreasonable insurance premium increases.
· Florida would lose resources to build a new, competitive, private health insurance marketplace for consumers to enjoy lower cost, one-stop insurance shopping, and greater benefits and protections.
· Florida would lose resources to help protect consumers from some of the worst insurance industry practices.
· Employers would lose assistance from the Early Retiree Reinsurance Program, which helps early retirees and their families continue to have quality, affordable health coverage.     
“It remains a severe disappointment that Republican legislative leadership continues to waste taxpayer dollars advancing a partisan political agenda.”
“Rather than attempting to squelch the rights of citizens to obtain quality medical care, Florida’s elected leaders should embrace their responsibility to implement the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act.  I am confident the full deployment of the act will not only improve the lives of all Floridians, but also will prove to be a needed boost to our economy.”                                             -- Rep. Rick Kriseman (D-53)  
Now that a proven campaigner and inspirational leader like Rod Smith is at the helm, Florida Democrats can realistically envision victory 
“The Obama administration has recommended that physicians be paid for end-of-life counseling.”

“The benefit cannot be overemphasized.  It allows the patient to exercise autonomy, a medical ethic only possible through informed consent and the disclosure of clear and proper information.”

“Death is unavoidable.  And it is the patient’s right to know, to our best approximation, how and when they are gong to die.”

“End-of-life discussion brings back to medicine the element of compassion and spiritual care that used to be one of the hallmarks of the profession, as envisioned by Hippocrates.”   

“The Republican-majority U.S. House wants to repeal health care reform.  Some of its leaders, echoing Sarah Palin, have used the phrase ‘death panels’ to refer to this compassionate approach to dying.”

“Nothing could be further from the truth.  Such blatant governmental interference in patient-physician interactions would rob medicine of compassion and of spirituality.”

“Death panels do indeed exist.  Death-making policies exist when third-party payers refuse to insure patients with pre-existing conditions, increase insurance premiums to unaffordable rates when people develop chronic diseases, and minimize reimbursement for hospitalization.”

“All of these do indeed manage to shorten the life of the most ‘expensive’ clients.  It is good for the profit margin.  But it spells death for the vulnerable.”

   -- Dr Lodovico Balducci, Director of Geriatric Oncology at Moffitt









 (St Petersburg Times, 1/31/2011)

The St Petersburg Democratic Club has a long and colorful history of flamboyant passion and political action.  So it should come as no surprise that MIKE FOX, one of Pinellas’s most passionate progressive activists and effective field organizers, was elected Club President at our February meeting.

Our previous president, Jack Killingsworth, is now Club Treasurer.  Club Secretary Elisa Abolafia and Directors Doug Hickman and Ahmad Nawab have agreed to continue in their roles.

We look forward to the leadership they will provide as the 2012 campaign season begins to unfold. 
  
     
  
Many thanks to those who showed the confidence in me to vote me in as the club's new President.  I'm humbled by the work of those who have served before me, and hope I serve the group well. 
In memory of two of our most passionate members -- Ken Steinke and Glenn Moon -- we will not be holding a meeting the first week of March.
As I'm thinking both of them would have agreed, we need to be focusing our efforts on getting Democrats elected, as we have municipal elections in Pinellas on March 8th.  

 
In that spirit, please contact me to get involved with one of the campaigns going on across the county.  We have good Democrats running in several areas, and they need either your sweat or your treasure now.

 
Mark your calendar for our April meeting on the 6th (first Wednesday of the month, as always).   We're currently negotiating with Piccadilly's -- our previous home -- and you'll know once a location has been secured.  

 
Look forward to an informative and entertaining program, and I look forward to either hearing from you soon, or seeing you there!
Onward and upward,
Mike Fox

727-320-4502


















    “Talk At The End Of Life


   Is Just Good Medicine”


  by Dr Lodovici Balducci, Director of Geriatric Oncology 


  at Moffitt Cancer Center & Profesor of Oncology at USF














  Most Promising 2012 Prognostication


   























  











My Tribute To Glenn Moon


  -- by former Club President Jim Donelon

















  











  Rick Kriseman Says Cost of Health Care


	Repeal Too High for Floridians (Continuation)


    						

















  























       Epilogue:  Glenn Moon


“Spark Plug in Local Politics & Business”


  -- by Andrew Meacham, St Petersburg Times  (February 4, 2011) 

















     Message from the New Club Prez :


  In Memory of Ken Steinke & Glenn Moon …


	                 NO MEETING IN MARCH 


		  

















  Mike Fox Elected Club President











 				Glenn Moon –


 My Friend and Neighbor


  By EDNA McCALL, St Petersburg Democratic Club Co-Founder





   Will Gov. Rick Scott’s Rejection of


Federal Healthcare Funds for Florida   	Be Democrats #1 Issue in 2012?


   























  











Rick Kriseman Says Cost of Repealing


  Health Care Too High for Floridians


    

















  























