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Republicans Are Waging
     “War on Women”
“There is actually a war on women … Abortion is one issue, contraception and family planning and birth control are opposed by this crowd too.”   -- Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi
“Republicans want to throw women under the bus … they want to make it harder for women to get the health services they need.”            -- US Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid

  In Washington, eliminating Planned Parenthood’s federal funding was one of the draconian budget cuts Congressional Republicans demanded as their price for keeping government services and facilities operational.   
In Tallahassee, right-wing Republican legislators are enacting laws that attack women’s health care and chillingly restrict freedom of choice.  They’ve even tried to turn the word “uterus” into an unspeakable epithet!
Recognizing the seriousness of these threats, former State Rep. Janet C. Long, Kathryn Larkin, Mo Eppley and many other notable professional women in Pinellas are building a potentially powerful organization -- Democratic Women on the Move -- whose stated mission is “to be engaged, involved, make a difference and be part of the solution”.
The power, the purpose and the enormous political impact this group can have was evident by the remarkable blend of local activists, office-holders and opinion-shaping community leaders who attended their April Event.  Based on the extraordinary energy in the room, it’s easy to see this organization becoming an emergent force in the upcoming election cycle.

Arizona Sen. Jon Kyl is not running for re-election in 2012.  That made him the perfect vehicle to deliver a wildly untrue, ideologically-driven, anti-feminist statement during the budget debate that abortion services are “well over 90 percent of what Planned Parenthood does.”
PolitiFact.com ruled Kyl’s statement to be TOTALLY FALSE, supplying hard data that show abortions accounted for just under 3 percent of the 11.4 million services and procedures Planned Parenthood provided in 2009.
The Daily Show’s Jon Stewart made Sen. Kyl a punch-line for peddling this cynical misrepresentation.  Letter-writers like Pinellas Democrat Frank Lupo (see below) also vented their outrage.
But as any propagandist knows, “The Big Lie” such as the one Sen. Kyl espoused will often work because, as Adolph Hitler and Dr Josef Goebbels wrote more than 70 years ago, “the broad masses of a nation are more easily corrupted … by the grossly impudent lie”.  
Planned Parenthood, as Sen. Kyl intended, is the unfortunate loser.

  
 “Congratulations to PolitiFact for exposing Sen. Jon Kyl’s baseless assertion that 90 percent of Planned Parenthood funds go to abortion.”
“Current law prevents federal funds from being spent on abortion.  Planned Parenthood devotes only 3 percent of its services in referring women who are seeking a legal abortion to a medical doctor or other services.  Making a referral is not performing the legal medical procedure.”

“If the tea party’s fact-free hysteria against Planned Parenthood were successful, there would be less birth control, more unwanted pregnancies and more abortions – a result the tea party is against.”
“I’m pleased the Democrats have stood firm on protecting women’s health services against the illogical and irrational hysteria of the tea party.”   
                         --- Frank Lupo, St Petersburg    (St Petersburg Times, 4/12/2011)

St Petersburg Times Editorial:  “Bills Erect Partisan Vote Hurdle”


“With the 2012 presidential election around the corner, state lawmakers should make it easier for Floridians to register to vote and cast ballots.  Yet the Republican-controlled Legislature would make it harder, and the result would be to suppress the vote in ways that would favor Republicans.”


“The House passed its anti-democracy bill along partisan lines, and the Senate is poised to approve similar legislation.”


“The legislation is intended to discourage voter turnout when President Barack Obama is seeking re-election.”


“Both bills would add burdensome requirements for groups such as the League of Women Voters and the NAACP that conduct massive voter registration drives.”

“The bills also would shorten the window to submit completed voter registration forms from the current 10 days to 48 hours.  Groups that embark on large-scale statewide voter drives would find this a managerial nightmare, which is the apparent intent.”

“Even more outrageous, both the House and Senate would overturn 40 years of sound public policy by no longer allowing someone who has changed his or her address to update the information at the polling place and cast a regular ballot.”


“Some of the people most likely to be affected by this are women, college students and renters, all of whom are perceived as leaning toward the Democratic Party.”


“But the biggest threats to democracy are the efforts to make it harder to register to vote and cast ballots.  This is an attempt to erode fundamental rights to maintain a partisan advantage and tilt elections. Floridians of all political stripes should not stand for it.”    

Florida Democratic Party Chairman Rod Smith released the following statement blasting the Republican legislative efforts to disenfranchise Floridians, including the Republicans’ outrageous attack on the voting rights of members of the U.S. Armed Forces:

“Today, Dean Cannon and the House Republicans rammed through their ‘Voter Suppression Bill,’ which is nothing more than a partisan power grab designed to disenfranchise Floridians and would basically criminalize voter registration efforts.”

“Floridians saw the Republicans' real priorities as the House debated this legislation.  Republicans repeatedly voted against the common sense campaign finance reforms, showing once again that the Republicans are beholden to special interests.”
“Republicans voted against making it more convenient for voters to go vote.”


“And perhaps the most shameful part of the Republican voter suppression effort happened when every Republican voted to make it more difficult for members of the military to vote.”

“While Democrats fought to ensure the brave men and women in uniform wouldn’t be disenfranchised by this legislation, Republicans all voted against the members of our military who put their lives on the line to protect our freedom to vote.”

“Since Rick Scott’s own Republican Secretary of State, Kurt Browning, has repeatedly debunked Republican claims regarding any issues with Florida’s current elections law, Floridians should see that this bill is an attack on the voting rights of all Floridians.”

Secretary of State Kurt Browning, who has served under two Republican governors, has repeatedly said Florida's state-of-the-art electronic voter database that requires a four-digit unique numerical match for every voter has virtually eliminated fraud. State voter registration laws ensure only eligible people can vote.

“They are ending Medicare as we know it.  They take away the Medicare guarantee for seniors.  All the risk of increased costs will be borne by seniors”. 
-- Representative Chris Van Hollen (D-MD)

Pinellas Congressmen Bill Young and Gus Bilirakis were part of the Republican majority that voted overwhelmingly in favor of converting Medicare from a program where the federal government serves as the primary health insurer for Americans 65 and up, to a proposal where older Americans would be directed to private health plans paid for by vouchers.
To quote President Obama, “The proposed changes to Medicare would create a fundamentally different society than the one we have now.”   Young and Bilirakis must be held accountable for their votes!


“The 2012 budget proposed by by Rep. Paul Ryan (R-WI) and passed by House Republicans would privatize Medicare and shift most of the entitlement’s future costs onto seniors.”


“According to the Congressional Budget Office, come 2030, seniors would be paying for nearly 70 percent of their private Medicare-certified insurance out of pocket.”


“If the program were left alone or reformed another way, they’d only be paying 25 to 30 percent.”   


“That gets to the fundamental problem that the GOP faces.  When seniors tilted toward the Democrats, their interests aligned:  Seniors love Medicare and Social Security, and so do Democrats.”


“Republicans don’t.  They have an ideological objection to both programs, and would like to see them partially or fully privatized.  When they win elections, that’s what they try to do.” 
  


      -- Syndicated Columnist Ezra Klein  (St Petersburg Times 4/19/11)


“President Obama said he plans on running for re-election against the Republicans.  After the tax cuts for the rich, the bailouts for Wall Street and the bombing of Libya, I thought he WAS the Republican candidate.”  -- Jay Leno, NBC’s Tonight Show (St Petersburg Times, 4/6/11)
“A Choice, Not An Echo” was the mantra of the right-wing Republican revolution that transformed the political landscape nearly 50 years ago.
Perhaps Democrats ought to consider appropriating this message to accentuate the clear political, philosophical and policy differences that exist between our Party and the increasingly radical right, differences neither late night comedians nor prospective young voters seem able to discern.
The challenge facing Democratic activists is a three-pronged one:

(1)  Mobilizing new voters as well as those who stayed home in 2010;

(2)  Motivating registered Democrats in Pinellas to vote for Democrats from the top to the bottom of the ticket rather than supporting well-known Republican incumbents, because “When Democrats Vote, Democrats Win!”     

(3)  Persuading the swelling tide of Independents to support our side.

To meet this challenge, Democrats need to proudly assert who we are and what we stand for.
In the words of FDP Chair Rod Smith, “the Democratic Party stands for the little guy.”   

Our focus should not be on questionable talking points that have little credibility – like boasting about creating 1.8 million private sector jobs while unemployment in Florida hovers around 11.5% (3 points above the national average).

Or claiming to hold financial companies accountable despite the fact that the titans of Wall Street successfully sidestepped any legal culpability for the mammoth fiscal collapse they triggered.

Instead, we need to develop a compelling message that communicates the core values we believe in, values that middle-class voters can easily embrace – for example:  “SECURITY.  OPPORTUNITY.  FREEDOM OF CHOICE.”   Then we need to keep repeating this message until the linkage with the Democratic Party and its candidates is firmly solidified.  

The strategic calculations being made by the Obama re-election team in Washington have a far different dynamic than the situation Pinellas Democrats face here on the ground in Florida.

In Washington, Obama and the narrow Democratic majority in the Senate have to deal with a Tea Party-influenced Republican majority in the House that is determined to cut spending.  Therefore, in the words of Obama strategist David Plouffe, “compromise” is the best available option:

“Compromise cannot be a dirty word … It’s going to be hard to bridge divides.  But we have to find common ground or else we’re not going to move forward on education, on growing the economy or reducing our deficit.”
· Presidential Advisor David Plouffe  (NBC’s “Meet The Press”, 4/10/11)


Here in Florida the political landscape is much different.  There is an extremist as governor with a clear pro-business, anti-populist agenda.  And the ambitious right-wing ideologues who dominate the Legislature are NOT interested in compromise.  Pinellas House member Rick Kriseman (HD-53) understands that.  As he told fellow Democrats recently:  “Every one of the bills you’re filing right now is dead … If you go into the session with the understanding that your bills are dead, you will be free to speak your mind and vote how you feel.”

Washington Post blogger Adam Serwer also understands this reality:
“Compromise is a virtue only in pursuit of a defensible moral end … Being a Democrat means you believe that it is immoral to take massive deficits caused by a punishing recession, profligate tax cutting and an unnecessary war and then turn around and destroy health care for the poor and elderly so you can further cut taxes for the rich … If the White House can’t draw a line and say NO to this, what does it stand for?”   

· Posted by Adam Serwer, “Post Opinions”   (Washington Post, 4/11/11)

That is the choice Pinellas Democrats face.  Do we compromise our Party’s core values and principles because of political expediency? Or will we defend the threatened rights of women, seniors and public employees? 

“We cannot afford $1 trillion worth of tax cuts for every millionaire and billionaire in our society.  And I refuse to renew them again.  Not if we have to pay for it by making seniors pay more for Medicare, or by cutting kids from Head Start, or by taking away college scholarships that I wouldn’t be here without.”

 --- President Barack Obama’s Speech at George Washington Univ.  (4/13/11)

Those were some of the ringing phrases President Barack Obama used to reclaim his progressive legacy in the well-received speech on debt reduction that he delivered on April 13th at George Washington University.

Among those who applauded the speech’s tone and substance, as well as its clarity in expressing the fundamental values and principles that separate the Democratic Party from the Republicans was the St Petersburg Times Editorial Page staff.

Here is their description of President Obama’s key points:      


“President Barack Obama sketched a realistic approach to reducing the federal deficit that calls for shared sacrifice and a more balanced mix of spending cuts and additional revenue.”


“Obama was most effective in defining the fundamental differences between his vision and the Republicans.”


“He would end the Bush tax cuts for the wealthy; the Republicans would make them permanent and make further cuts.”


“He defends the health care reform law that will insure millions of Americans; the Republicans would repeal it.”


“He would preserve Medicare and Medicaid as entitlements; the Republicans would essentially privatize Medicare and cap Medicaid expenses as block grants to the states.”


“We will all need to make sacrifices,” Obama said. “But we do not have to sacrifice the America we believe in.  And as long as I’m president, we won’t.”
      --- St Petersburg Times Editorial Opinion (4/14/2011)



“President Barack Obama has nothing to fear but fear itself, heading into the 2012 election. But he’d better not get cocky every time the stock market improves or the jobless numbers take a bright turn. And he’d better not gloat whenever a despot is swept from office.”

“He’d better not get carried away every time the Cubs or the Chisox win a game, either — though there isn't much of a chance of that happening in 2012, as far as I can tell now.” 


“The point is that the POTUS can only hurt himself. The Republicans seem to be incapable of presenting a serious candidate who can defeat him. The GOP is too busy engaging in silly name-calling exercises to remember that Obama is their foe.” 


“It's comical, really. The Republican Party has had three years to get it together after Sen. John McCain's meltdown in 2008.” 
“McCain was simply a bad candidate, in 20/20 hindsight.  He failed to inspire undecided voters and he unleashed Sarah Palin on an unsuspecting world to boot.” 


“You would think that the Republicans would have spent the past couple of years learning from their mistakes and coming out swinging this time around. But they have not done so.” 


“They have effectively allowed the POTUS to learn on the job and not suffer any repercussions.”

“If the GOP had been able to drum up popular support for one of its candidates, Obama would have been forced to do the kinds of things that presidents don't like to do in their first terms. But the POTUS has all but skated through his first term, only with a few relatively minor scrapes here and there.” 


“President Obama, to be sure, is an excellent politician. But the GOP has made it really, really easy for him heading into 2012.” 










© Newsmax. All rights reserved. 

Based on the 2010 Census, Florida will gain two additional electoral votes to give us a total of 29 – amazingly, the same number as New York.  To quote the political website “270towin.com”:

“Influxes of Cubans, retirees, service workers in the Theme Park economy booming near Orlando and other groups have resulted in a state much more diversified – both economically and politically – than many of its southern brethren.  As a result, Florida is today seen as perhaps the ultimate swing state.”


Buttressing Florida’s reputation as “the ultimate swing state” is the fact that in 9 of the 10 Presidential Elections since 1972, the candidate that won Florida won the White House!

The Obama campaign is well aware of this.  So is Florida Democratic Party Chair Rod Smith, who in his remarks at the recent “Democratic Women on the Move” Dinner indicated he was waiting for the Obama campaign organization to issue marching orders (and a thematic message) to the troops in the field, essentially mirroring what happened in 2008. 
 
Obama swept to victory that year, beating John McCain by 51%-48% statewide.  In Pinellas, Obama’s margin was even wider (53%-45%).

But, as we remember, the Obama campaign also severed itself from local candidates here in Florida.  The “Vote Local” effort in Pinellas, which was created in response, sadly failed to elect any non-incumbent Democrat to a partisan office despite having Obama at the head of the ticket.


Looking ahead to 2012, the news is far grimmer for Democrats.  A recent Sachs/Mason-Dixon poll reported that only 34% of independent voters in Florida – typically the key to victory – approve President Obama’s performance in office.  And two potential Republican nominees, former governors Mitt Romney and Mike Huckabee, would each top the President by a 5-point margin if the election were held today.


According to Ron Sachs Communications, who commissioned the poll:
“President Obama’s hopes for re-election will either be warmed or eclipsed by the Sunshine State.  It’s clear that he has considerable work to do to make his incumbency as asset, rather than a liability, in a Florida that has drifted more conservative than even four years ago.”   (Adam Smith, St Petersburg Times, 4/11/11)



In golf, a “mulligan” is a word of art that describes a “do-over”.  If you hit a bad shot, a “mulligan” allows the golfer to replay that stroke.

Mulligans are not “legal” under the Rules of Golf.  They are never used in Tournament play (there might have been a different outcome in some recent major tournaments if they had).  Nor do they exist in politics.


If they did, Alex Sink (as well as many Florida voters) would be jumping for joy according to a recent Public Policy Polling survey.


This PPP survey shows that Gov. Rick Scott is one of the least liked governors in the nation.   An overwhelming 55% of those polled disapprove of his performance in office.  Only 32% like what he’s doing.


Those numbers correspond very closely to the result of a hypothetical rematch between Scott and last year’s Democratic nominee for governor, Alex Sink.  According to PPP, Sink would win that race 56%-37%.


That’s an enormous swing from the tally in November, when Scott narrowly edged Sink by 61,996 votes (48.9% to 47.7%).

Contributing to this swing is the “Buyer’s Remorse” by Florida voters who sat home on Election Day, or who backed Scott and are now repelled by his irresponsible rejection of federal funds to construct high-speed rail, his arrogant anti-education and anti-public employee actions, as well as the general disdain he’s exhibited toward working-class Floridians by proposing budget cuts that the vast majority view as “unfair to me”.

There’s also a fading memory of Sink’s 2010 campaign, a campaign so poor that MSNBC’s Chuck Todd labeled her “Worst Candidate of 2010”!
Among the missteps astute political reporters like Todd, Adam Smith (St Petersburg Times) and Mitch Perry (Creative Loafing) detailed were:
· Allowing Scott to define her as an “Obama liberal”, which cost her crucial votes among independents.

· Avoiding campaign appearances with Obama in South Florida, which chilled voter turnout among the Democratic base.

· Infuriating a prominent African-American leader in Miami by skipping his NAACP-sponsored candidate forum.
· Rejecting public campaign financing funds, which put her at a severe monetary disadvantage against Scott’s massive billionaire bankroll.

·  Failing to come up with a clear jobs plan or a compelling message.

Democrats need to do better.  Let’s avoid making these mistakes in 2012.  

The Florida House of Representatives this month passed a bill (HJR 7111) that proposes a significant overhaul of the state Supreme Court, including splitting it into two divisions, one for civil cases and one for criminal.  This pernicious bill is opposed by House Democrats.  Here’s what they’re saying:

“This quite simply is an immature, ill-advised and arrogant attempt by the leadership to pack the Supreme Court.” 


 --- Representative Jim Waldman (D-Coconut Creek)

“If you can’t change the rules, you change the refs.  And that’s what this bill is doing.”

 --- Representative Rick Kriseman (D-St Petersburg)

“No bar association has said this is a good idea.  We do not have the critical support of the very institution that we’re seeking to make huge changes to.”  --- Rep. Darryl Rouson (D-St Petersburg)


“In my lifetime, I’ve never witnessed the level of arrogance and deceit as we see in Florida’s elected Republicans.”

“In their ongoing goal to turn Tallahassee into their party headquarters, this Governor and Legislature show colossal disdain for Florida citizens while remaining slavishly loyal to their corporate benefactors.”

Where else in America would you have a known bandit sitting in the Governor’s Mansion and legislative leaders who have all but hung For Sale signs on their office doors?”

“From swift approval of the ‘leadership funds’ to stubbornly refusing high-speed rail money and the thousands of jobs that would have come with it, these ethically bankrupt officials have proven to be anything but representatives of the people.”

  --- Scott Mears, Tampa   (St Petersburg Times, 4/4/2011)

Thanks To All Who Showed At Our April Meeting  


First, thanks so much to those who showed at our April meeting, and extra special thanks to City Councilman Steve Kornell, Bill Bucolo, Doug Hickman, and Jim Jackson for informing us about the St. Pete Municipals, the lobbying day we had in Tallahassee, and the situation with the homeless.


We look forward to having an equally stimulating program in May, and hope you'll participate.


NOTE:  We have the space for free, so PLEASE plan on patronizing this locally owned business by either buying dinner or at least coffee and fresh baked pie!

 
We'll be continuing the tradition of the St Petersburg Democratic Club’s Memorial Day Picnic at War Veteran’s Memorial Park at Bay Pines.  Keep your eyes peeled on your In-Box for details.

Willing To Help?  

With the big picnic on the horizon, we need folks willing to help the day of, or perhaps more importantly, to help with calls to active Democrats to make sure they show.  Please let me know if you can give a hand.  (727-320-4502 or tampabaydemocracy@yahoo.com)

Onward and upward,                                          Mike Fox, President   727-320-4502 
 NEWS FROM THE CHAIR – Mike Fox  
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“GOP’s Folly Helping Re-Elect Obama”


      -- By Jon Friedman, Newsmax.com Columnist
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  Next Meeting:  Wednesday, May 4, 2011 


   	          at Piccadilly Cafeteria 


   1900 34th St N (just south of 22nd Ave N & 34th St N),  St Petersburg 


Mingle: 6:30-7 pm  *  Meeting Starts at 7 pm  *  Adjourn: 8:15 pm
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There Are No “Mulligans” In Politics
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  Voter Fraud A Myth Says Republican Kurt Browning


 























  











  Florida Democratic Party Chair Rod Smith


 Blasts Republican ‘Voter Suppression Bill’























  











                    MEMORIAL DAY PICNIC


War Veteran's Memorial Park at Bay Pines  


	








    Obama Calls for “Shared Sacrifice”


	


 























  











  Florida’s Republican Legislators


     Are Disenfranchising Voters























  











 “Florida Is The Ultimate Swing State”


 























  











“Medicare Puts Gray Old Party In Tight Spot”


        -- By Washington Post Syndicated Columnist Ezra Klein























  











   Voter Decries “Arrogance and Deceit” 


  of Florida’s Elected Republican Leaders   








 Florida Democrats Call Proposed Court


	 Overhaul “Ill-Advised & Arrogant”


   























  











    ATTENTION PINELLAS SENIORS:


  Republicans in Congress Vote to Gut Medicare!


   























  











    “A Choice, Not An Echo!”


   























  

















		     “Tea Party Hysteria”


  FRANK LUPO refutes Jon Kyl’s ‘Big Lie’ re: Planned Parenthood 


 























  














