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Reject Ignorance,
Embrace Excellence
“For the next several elections, I’ll be guided by a single rule.  Don’t tell me whether a candidate is Republican or Democrat.  Don’t tell me what he or she promises.  Don’t tell me what despicable acts the candidate has committed.  Just tell me whether he’s an incumbent or not.  That’s all I need to know.”     – Alfred T Barnard, Beverly Hills, FL (St Petersburg Times, 11/29/11)

The political process is being perverted by Tea Party-style partisans who believe their anti-incumbency crusade is advancing the cause of democracy.  Instead, what really is being advanced is the election of legislators who are ignorant of the issues, ill-qualified to serve and likely to be subservient to the special interests who fund their candidacies.

Although there are times when appropriating this simplistic, anti-incumbent Tea Party message might seem expedient– Charlie Justice’s failed bid to unseat Bill Young is an example – Democratic strategists and activists should be shaping a more positive message, one that establishes a clear “reason why” their candidate ought to be elected.

Mediocrity and incumbency are not synonymous – although the ineptitude of so many Pinellas Republicans in Tallahassee and so many Congressional Republicans nationally might lead one to think otherwise.  
Incumbency does offer significant advantages – name recognition, constituent service and often favorable district lines.  But it also comes with a voting record and a history of positions taken on various issues.


Our job is to accentuate those negatives, while also extolling the pluses our candidates offer on the issues that most affect voters’ lives.    



In 2012, Florida Democrats have a powerful weapon that can and should be used to bludgeon any local or statewide opposition candidate – we can simply paint them as a “Rick Scott Republican”!

Establishing, and then emphasizing, that association should send shivers down Republican spines.  Because the latest Public Policy Polling survey finds Gov. Rick Scott’s approval at an unprecedented low of 26%.

This makes Scott  “the least popular governor of all those surveyed by PPP, and probably the least popular in the country,”  in the words of Dean Pagani of Governors Journal.


Although Scott’s polling woes appear to be primarily policy-driven – such as his veto of the $2.4 billion high-speed rail project that would have created thousands of jobs in the Tampa-Orlando I-4 corridor – “he is generally disliked by many people who can’t get over his checkered background and the legal troubles his companies have had,”  says Sean Foreman, a political science professor at Barry University (Miami Shores). 

Another poli-sci professor, Seth McKee of the University of South Florida St Petersburg, goes into even more detail about why Scott’s approval numbers are at a historic low:  “Not long after he was sworn in, Scott behaved in a manner that drew broad opposition, with nixing high-speed light rail between Tampa & Orlando as the most prominent case.”


“He (Scott) drew bipartisan ire in refusing federal funds for this project, and then turned around and supported a smaller project (SunRail) in the Orlando area.”


“Quite frankly,” noted McKee, “Scott’s about-faces make one question his competency and leadership.”


“One, you can’t simply change the terms of the promise you made with respect to how many jobs will be created during your administration when that’s the most important issue to voters.”


“Two, it is hard for voters to trust a governor who originally pushes a budget that guts education and then most recently realizes that education is one part of the budget that must be protected.”


Our job in Pinellas will be to remind voters of Scott’s negative record of accomplishment, and to link Republican legislative candidates to him. 










Source:  Sunshine  State  News  (12/13/11)


· Sen. Bill Nelson – 48%


Adam Hasner   –  33%

· Sen. Bill Nelson – 47%


Georg LeMieux – 32%

· Sen. Bill Nelson – 46%


Connie Mack IV – 35%

· Sen. Bill Nelson – 47%


Mike McCalister– 32%

· Sen. Bill Nelson – 49%


Craig Miller    ---    30%



  
  Source:  Public Policy Polling (11/28-12/1/11)



“There is a raging debate across the country over the best way to restore growth and prosperity, restore balance, and restore fairness.”


“This is not just another political debate.  It is the defining issue of our time.”


“This is a make-or-break moment for the middle class, and for all those who are fighting to get into the middle class.”


“What’s at stake is whether this will be a country where working people can earn enough to raise a family, build modest savings, own a home and secure their retirement.” 


“I believe that this country succeeds when everyone gets a fair shot, when everyone does their fair share, when everyone plays by the same rules.”


“These aren’t Democratic values or Republican values.  They’re American values.  And we have to reclaim them.”


-- President Barack Obama   Osawatomie, Kansas Speech  (12/6/11)  



In 1948, underdog Democratic President Harry Truman was able to surprisingly win re-election by re-framing the debate and campaigning successfully against what he called the “do-nothing” 80th Congress.

Now, President Barack Obama has the opportunity to do the same by running against the “Just Say No” legislative strategy of Sen. Mitch McConnell, Speaker of the House John Boehner and the Tea Party radicals who’re trying to tear down the government.


Can Obama successfully channel Truman’s triumphant effort?  Based on a recent CNN/Opinion Research Poll, the overwhelming answer is YES!


CNN/ORC asked a nationwide sample of adults: “Do you think Congress so far this year has done something to address the problems facing the country today, or do you think Congress has done nothing to address the country’s problems?” 

69% believe Congress has done nothing to address the nation’s problems.  Only 28% say Congress has done something affirmative.


For President Obama, this polling outlines a clear path to victory – make the insidious, anti-Obama bias of Congressional Republicans the central issue by identifying the “Do-Nothing” 112th Congress as the main culprit.  It worked for Truman in 1948.  It could happen again in 2012. 

Progressive strategist Robert Creamer believes running against Congress is the key to victory, saying:   "A successful campaign will heavily focus on the radical, do-nothing Republican Congress.  That’ll resonate with people."

“Most Americans believe Obama shares their values and their concerns, and where he has failed them is his effectiveness to improve the economy.  It seems to me the case the campaign needs to make is that the failure is a consequence of the damage created by Republicans and Congress’s refusal to take the necessary steps he proposed for the economy.”   
(Washington Post)



According to a new Pew Research survey, two-thirds (67%) of registered voters nationwide say “most members of Congress” should be voted out of office in 2012.  Only 20% want most members reelected.  This reflects the greatest level of discontent – 57% in 2010 was the previous high – since Pew started asking the question 18 years ago.

As we all well remember, that tidal wave swept Democrats out of the House majority in 2010.  Now that same fate may befall Republicans.

The survey also found only 50% wants their own representative reelected.  33% want their Congressional member replaced, matching the all-time high set in 2010 when 58 incumbent were defeated.


The desire to “throw the bums out” reflects the nationwide belief that the current Congress has accomplished less than others in recent memory.  Although economic pessimism is certainly a significant factor behind this record high discontent, the primary storyline that is emerging is that of a “Do-Nothing Congress” according to the Pew Research Center. 


Moreover, the majority of survey respondents views Republican leaders as more extreme and less willing to work with the other side than Democrats are and also blames them for Congressional inaction.

Republican leaders also have significantly lower job approval ratings (21%) than their Democratic counterparts receive – Dems typically are seen as more honest, ethical and better able to manage government.



House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) and DCCC Chairman Steve Israel (D-NY) laid out their plan for taking back the House at an early December Washington “thank you” dinner.  The dinner was also a pitch to commit to raising $20,000 for Red to Blue candidates in the first quarter.  The DCCC is expected to roll out the Red to Blue list early next year. 
"Israel gave a very realistic, believable pitch," one Politico tipster said. "You get used to being spun on taking back the House, but he laid out a very specific case."  -- Politico.com (12/14/11) 



“Years after the financial crisis, there have still been no prosecutions of top executives at the major players in the financial crisis.” 

“Why is that?  The Justice Department has decided holding top Wall Street executives criminally accountable is too difficult a task, according to David Cardona, who recently left the FBI for a job at the Securities & Exchange Commission.”


“Cardona told the Wall Street Journal that bringing financial wrongdoing to account is ‘‘better left to regulators’, who can bring civil cases. Civil cases, of course, can produce penalties from the banks, but don’t put any executives behind bars.”


“The FBI’s criminal probes of large financial firms haven’t led to any successful prosecutions of high-profile executives in relation to the financial crisis, despite demands from some lawmakers and angry Americans.”


“In contrast, the SEC has filed crisis-related civil-fraud cases against 81 firms and individuals, and it has negotiated almost $2 billion in penalties in cases that have been settled.”


“The 2009 trial and eventual acquittal of two Bear Stearns hedge-fund managers triggered ‘a lot of rethinking on how we do things’, said Cardona.  After that, he continued, the federal government began to question ‘its ability to convince a jury that criminality has occurred’ on complex and technical financial cases.”


“The lack of prosecutions was also raised in a recent 60 Minutes piece about large-scale mortgage fraud during the bubble.  Asst. Attorney General Lanny Breuer told CBS, the Justice Department was  ‘bringing every case that we believe can be made’.  ‘I find the excessive risk taking to be offensive,’ said Breuer.   ‘I may personally share the same frustration that American people all over the country are feeling, (but) that in and of itself doesn’t mean we bring a criminal case’.”


“One question raised by 60 Minutes is why the Justice Dept. isn’t building criminal cases for violating Sarbanes-Oxley – a landmark corporate reform law.”


“The Sarbanes Oxley Act requires chief executive officers and chief financial officers to certify under oath that their financial statements are accurate and that they have established an effective set of internal controls to insure that all relevant information reaches investors.  The act includes the provision that knowingly signing a false statement is a criminal offense punishable with up to five years in prison.” 


“Asked by 60 Minutes’ Steve Kroft if this law has been used at all in the financial crisis, highly regarded securities lawyer Frank Partnoy, a Sarbanes Oxley expert, answered:  ‘It hasn’t been used to go after Wall Street.  It hasn’t been used for these kinds of cases at all’.”


“Kroft: ‘Why not?’  Partnoy:  ‘I don’t know’.”








    -- by Marian Wang, NationofChange.org


"After the bankruptcies of Bear Stearns and Lehman Brothers, the subsequent financial collapse in 2008, and the passage of historic financial-services reform legislation, it is pretty amazing that we're in this situation” (the disappearance of about $1.2 billion in customer funds held by MF Global) said ranking Democratic Rep. Collin Peterson (D-MN). “It appears to me no one has learned a thing; Wall St. is operating as if 2008 never happened." (Politico.com)



Barack Obama’s transformative message of “hope and change” propelled him to a historic triumph in 2008.  Will voters still be receptive to the stirring vision that message symbolized?  Or will the economic challenges posed by chronically high unemployment levels and a rising national debt prove too difficult to overcome.


Obama campaign spokesman Ben LaBolt explains why “hope and change” are still relevant themes in 2012:


“Americans know that we didn’t get into these challenges overnight, and we’re not getting out of them overnight,” said LaBolt.  “The president in 2008 ran on taking on the big challenges plaguing the country for generations.  That’s exactly what he’s done in office.” 

Attesting to the levels of enthusiasm being generated by the Obama re-election effort are the record-breaking sums of money his campaign is currently raising, as well as the fact that the campaign had 260,000 new donors last quarter according to LaBolt and 12,000 applicants for summer volunteer positions, which is more than they had in 2008.



Organizers of an effort to kick Wisconsin Gov. Scott Walker out of office said they've collected nearly enough signatures to force a recall election.  The state Democratic Party, Unions and disgruntled citizens started organizing amid growing anger over Walker's polarizing measure approved in March that effectively ended collective bargaining rights for public workers. Now, the United Wisconsin coalition reports that it collected 507,533 in 28 days; the group must submit 540,208 signatures by Jan. 17 to force the recall. 


"The people of Wisconsin have said enough is enough," Democratic Party chairman Mike Tate said.  United Wisconsin said its goal is to collect more than 720,000 signatures by the deadline.  It is unclear when the actual recall elections may take place, but given the likely court challenges, few think they will happen before May. 


In addition to the Walker recall, Democrats are circulating petitions targeting four incumbent Republican state senators. Two Republicans were ousted in recall elections this summer, leaving the GOP with a 17-16 majority in the Senate. Republicans also control the state Assembly, which gave them the power to push through Walker's anti-union measure.. 


Anger over the union bill led to protests that made Wisconsin the center of the national fight over union rights.  Democrats have not announced a candidate to challenge Walker. Party Chair Tate said they are in no rush to name someone who would be subject to Republican attacks.  Democrats want to make the election a referendum on Walker. 


A number of Democrats have said they are interested in running, but the highest profile potential candidate, former U.S. Sen. Russ Feingold, has repeatedly said he has no intention of getting into the race. 


Walker has been running campaign ads since Nov. 14, the night before the recall effort started.   Americans for Prosperity, the conservative anti-tax and regulation group founded with the support of billionaire brothers Charles and David Koch, has also hit the airwaves in support of the governor. 

Copyright 2011 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. 


“Politicians should stop referring to Social Security and Medicare as ‘entitlements’.  Politicians who wish to destroy these programs are using this euphemism to destroy programs they view as giveaways.  They think these are programs they can purge or change at their whim, calling it ‘reform’.   Nonsense.   These are worthwhile programs most of us have been required to pay in all our working lives under a social contract with the government.”

“Ultimately, Social Security is no different than a 401(k) retirement program.  And Medicare is a health insurance program.  Politicians have borrowed Social Security and Medicare monies to pay for wars or tax breaks so their friends could benefit.   Now there is a problem.  Raise taxes on the wealthy and leave Social Security and Medicare alone.”   -- Ken Moehle, Dunedin     (St Petersburg Times, 11/9/11


As we look back over an extremely successful 2011 for local Dem Candidates, I look forward to continuing the trend -- full court press -- to bring victories throughout 2012.   First up: Muni's in January and March.  


So please enjoy your December holidays, be sure to spread and revel in much love and joy, and let's meet in January with a renewed vigor to ensure we dominate each and every election in 2012!


Onward and upward,  Mike Fox    President, St. Petersburg Democratic Club


Come to Tallahassee with Planned Parenthood
To Lobby Our Legislators!
The Florida Legislature is more anti-choice than ever.  Anti-choice bills are already being introduced by State Legislators for their January 2012 session.
On Tuesday, February 21, 2012 our busload of supporters leave Tampa for our one-day trip (6 am–9 pm).  Bus pick-up will be at an I-75 location. 
Cost:  $25/person (Students only $5.00!)

Or you can drive yourself and meet us up there!

The day’s events: 

· Thorough briefing on the issues

· Press conference with leading pro-choice legislators and Planned Parenthood advocates from around the state

· Luncheon (included in the $25/fee)

· Meetings in teams with individual legislators from our area

· Watching legislators in action debating on the floors of the House and Senate

· 4:30 p.m. -- back on the bus for the ride home!
 PLEASE LET ME KNOW IF YOU’D LIKE TO COME WITH US!

Contact Wendy Grassi, Director of Public Affairs for more information.
(941) 365-3913 x1108  or  wendy.grassi@myplannedparenthood.org
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“A Successful Campaign Will Focus On The


 Radical, Do-Nothing Republican Congress”





  














  











  Can Obama Successfully Run Against   	The “Do-Nothing” 112th Congress?


 














  

















 Wisconsin Recall Effort Getting Closer


 


  


  














  




















    Rick Scott Is “The Least Popular 


		Governor In The Country”!


			


  














  














 	  “Benefits Have Been Earned”


  	 

















  




















   MIKE FOX - News from the Chair  


  





   Next Club Meeting:  Wed, Jan 4, 2012 


        Piccadilly Cafeteria -- 1900 34th St N, St Petersburg 


       Mingle 6:30-7 pm * MEETING STARTS:  7 pm * Adjourn 8:15 pm











   











 Is Holding Wall Street Execs Criminally 


     Accountable Too Difficult A Task?


  


  














  

















DCCC Will Soon Announce Strategy


 		To “Take Back The House”


  














  














  Pew Research Says Anti-Incumbent
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       Sen. Bill Nelson Leads All Potential


    Republican Opponents In Latest Polling


			


  














  











     Planned Parenthood Needs YOUR Help!


 


























  











  Wall Street Is “Operating As If 


		2008 Never Happened”


 














  














